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COUNCIL STUDY SESSION AGENDA 
Zoom Video Conference 
www.milwaukieoregon.gov DECEMBER 14, 2021 

 

Council will hold this meeting through video conference. The public may attend the meeting 

by joining the Zoom webinar. Written comments may be submitted by email to 

ocr@milwaukieoregon.gov. Council may take limited verbal comments. For Zoom webinar login 

information visit https://www.milwaukieoregon.gov/citycouncil/city-council-study-session-124.  

This meeting will not be broadcast live or recorded.  

 

Note: agenda item times are estimates and are subject to change. Page # 

 
1. Clackamas County Water Environment Services (WES) – Update (5:15 p.m.) 1 
 Presenter: Greg Geist, WES Director, 

Ron Wierenga, WES Environment Services Manager, and 
Chris Storey, WES Assistant Director 

 

   
2. Adjourn (6:45 p.m.)  
 

Meeting Accessibility Services and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Notice 
The city is committed to providing equal access to public meetings. To request listening and mobility assistance services 

contact the Office of the City Recorder at least 48 hours before the meeting by email at ocr@milwaukieoregon.gov or 

phone at 503-786-7502. To request Spanish language translation services email espanol@milwaukieoregon.gov at least 

48 hours before the meeting. Staff will do their best to respond in a timely manner and to accommodate requests. Most 

Council meetings are broadcast live on the city’s YouTube channel and Comcast Channel 30 in city limits. 

Servicios de Accesibilidad para Reuniones y Aviso de la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA) 
La ciudad se compromete a proporcionar igualdad de acceso para reuniones públicas. Para solicitar servicios de 

asistencia auditiva y de movilidad, favor de comunicarse a la Oficina del Registro de la Ciudad con un mínimo de 48 

horas antes de la reunión por correo electrónico a ocr@milwaukieoregon.gov o llame al 503-786-7502. Para solicitar 

servicios de traducción al español, envíe un correo electrónico a espanol@milwaukieoregon.gov al menos 48 horas 

antes de la reunión. El personal hará todo lo posible para responder de manera oportuna y atender las solicitudes. La 

mayoría de las reuniones del Consejo de la Ciudad se transmiten en vivo en el canal de YouTube de la ciudad y el 

Canal 30 de Comcast dentro de los límites de la ciudad. 

Executive Sessions 
The City Council may meet in executive session pursuant to Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 192.660(2); all discussions 

are confidential; news media representatives may attend but may not disclose any information discussed. Final 

decisions and actions may not be taken in executive sessions. 

 

http://www.milwaukieoregon.gov/
mailto:ocr@milwaukieoregon.gov
https://www.milwaukieoregon.gov/citycouncil/city-council-study-session-124
mailto:ocr@milwaukieoregon.gov
mailto:espanol@milwaukieoregon.gov
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRFbfqe3OnDWLQKSB_m9cAw
mailto:ocr@milwaukieoregon.gov
mailto:espanol@milwaukieoregon.gov
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRFbfqe3OnDWLQKSB_m9cAw
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COUNCIL STUDY SESSION MINUTES 
Zoom Video Conference 

www.milwaukieoregon.gov DECEMBER 14, 2021 

Council Present: Councilors Lisa Batey, Angel Falconer, Desi Nicodemus, Council President Kathy Hyzy, and 

Mayor Mark Gamba 

Staff Present: Ann Ober, City Manager 

Peter Passarelli, Public Works Director 

Scott Stauffer, City Recorder 

Mayor Gamba called the meeting to order at 5:17 p.m.  

1. Clackamas County Water Environment Services (WES) - Update 

Greg Geist, WES Director, provided an update on WES operations, including facility 
upgrades and projects at the Kellogg Creek Water Resource Recovery Facility.  

Ron Wierenga, WES Environment Services Manager, discussed WES’ previous, 
ongoing, and planned work at the Three-Creeks Natural Area, which involved a multi-
agency effort to restore the Phillips, Mt. Scott, and Dean creeks and was expected to be 
designed by 2023 and in construction by 2024. Mayor Gamba and Wierenga remarked 
on the plan to fill the existing creek beds with rock and logs to broaden the drainage 
area and the group commented on the impact of high-water events on the region.  

Councilor Batey asked if the existing flood control infrastructure at the natural area had 
to be operated by WES staff to work. Wierenga explained that the flood gates were not 
manual but were monitored by WES staff. Batey and Wierenga noted that the 
restoration work would create a new wetland area.  

Council President Hyzy and Wierenga observed that the creek filler material would 
need to be replenished periodically. They remarked on the to-be-developed plans to 
ensure that the public could access the natural area via paths and access points.  

The group acknowledged the presence of, and concerns about, houseless individuals 
who passed through and lived at the natural area. Wierenga, WES Natural Resources 
Scientist Gail Shaloum, and Ober commented on the multi-agency response to 
monitoring and supporting the transient camper population on the site. They noted that 
other groups and schools had used the site with WES permission.  

Mayor Gamba, Councilor Batey, and Geist commented on the possibility of the city’s 
Arts Committee working with WES to commission a mural at the Kellogg Creek facility.  

Chris Storey, WES Assistant Director, provided an overview of WES’ plan to enhance 
regional partnerships to address inflow and infiltration (I&I) issues by developing new 
intergovernmental agreements (IGAs) that would provide grant funding to agencies, like 
the city, for I&I projects. Ober reported that the city had been in discussions with WES 
to develop such an IGA between WES and Milwaukie.  

Councilor Batey asked if the city could use existing equipment to address I&I issues 
stemming from down spout connections. Passarelli reported that staff had not 
evaluated the use of equipment to address I&I issues yet but would do so as part of the 
wastewater master plan update process. Storey suggested that WES’ grant program 
was designed to support cities’ planning to get I&I projects funded and done.  
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Councilor Batey asked if there was anyway to tell which era of home construction used 
the best type of pipe. Geist believed there were ways to tell how well a pipe would hold 
up and that WES’ grant program would save WES and cities money on maintaining 
infrastructure. Passarelli and Geist agreed that the older the pipe the worse condition it 
was likely to be in and Storey noted that a pipe replacement project would be eligible to 
receive WES I&I grant funding.  

Ober and Passarelli suggested Council would see a proposed IGA with WES for the 
I&I grant program on a Council meeting agenda soon.   

The group acknowledged that Storey would be leaving WES in 2022 and thanked him 
for his service to the region.  

2. Adjourn 

Mayor Gamba adjourned the meeting at 6:19 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

   

Scott Stauffer, City Recorder   
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About Us

The WES Service area 

includes:

• Boring 

• Fischer’s Forest Park 

• Gladstone 

• Happy Valley 

• Hoodland 

• Johnson City 

• Milwaukie

• Oregon City 

• Rivergrove

• West Linn

• Communities in 

unincorporated 

Clackamas County
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Kellogg Creek 

Water Resource Recovery Facility
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New Look: Kellogg Creek 

Water Resource Recovery Facility



5

Tri-City Water Resource Recovery Facility 

Solids Handling Improvements Project



3-Creeks Natural Area

Floodplain Enhancement Project

MILWAUKIE CITY COUNCIL

DECEMBER 14, 2021



Agenda

• Project overview

– Location

– Project goals

• Project concept for stream 

and floodplain enhancement

• What we are hearing and what’s next

• Hear your questions



Our Services and the

Unique 3-Creeks Natural Area



Location of 3-Creeks Natural 

Area



Project Goals

• Water quality

• Stream enhancement

• Downstream flood reduction 
manage flows and store more water onsite

• Habitat

Stream and Floodplain 

Enhancement



Other Considerations:

• Protecting and avoiding habitat and other projects

• Water levels during big storms

• Offsite impacts

• Permitting

• Environmental education and access, as feasible

Stream and Floodplain 

Enhancement



Features and Constraints



Existing Water Control Structure



Where water is stored on site 
Flood water storage



Existing Conditions of Mt. Scott 

Creek

Deep, eroded stream 

channel does not allow 

water to overflow or spill 

onto the available 

floodplain



Project concept: 

Stream and floodplain enhancement



Project concept:

• Raise the stream bed channel

• Connect stream to the land next to it – the floodplain



Project concept:

Use gravels and other materials to raise stream bed channel



Project concept:

Use gravels and other materials to raise stream bed channel



Project Concept:

Replant around stream



Stream, floodplain, wetland -

BEFORE



Stream, floodplain, wetland -

AFTER



Support for:

• Stream health

• Improving water quality

• Increased habitat

• Downstream flood reduction

Questions and concerns about:

• Avoiding impacts to habitat and fish

• Avoiding Oregon White Oaks

• Upstream flood reduction also

• Temporary construction impacts

What we’re hearing

Online survey
~150 responses

Small group 

discussions
~30 people



Desire to keep exploring:

• Opportunities for environmental education & signage

• Opportunities for pedestrian access that limits impacts to habitat

• How to address unauthorized camping and safety

What we’re hearing



Through 2021

• Understand community questions and 

comments about the concept

• Update Board of County Commissioners

2022-2023

• Move forward into design

• Engage community

• Develop detailed designs and 

construction plans

• Permitting

2024

• Construction could begin

What happens next?



Questions?

Also check out our website

www.clackamas.us/wes/3-creeks

http://www.clackamas.us/wes/3-creeks
http://www.clackamas.us/wes/3-creeks
http://www.clackamas.us/wes/3-creeks
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Inflow and Infiltration
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Inflow and Infiltration
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Inflow and Infiltration 

Partnering Timeline

• WES and city public works staff have been studying this problem since 

2018.

• WES raised issue with cities in 2020, included in annual reports.

• Robust discussion with WES advisory committee in 2020 and early 

2021. Committee voted to approve regional approach. 

• BCC reviewed options and approved regional approach.

• WES staff discussed outline of the approach with city managers. 

• IGA drafted and distributed to city staff and attorneys for feedback.

• Goal is to have IGA adopted by all cities in the next few months.
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Regional Partnership Approach

• WES will reimburse 33% of I/I improvement costs in the target areas 
that are experiencing excessive I/I.

• Pilot approach for 5 years, no maximum dollars per city.

• Existing technical advisory team of WES engineering and city public 
works staff will review projects to ensure they are qualifying projects.

• Annual process to allow for appropriate budgeting, targeting 
February 1st for list of anticipated qualified projects.

• WES contributions reflect overall savings to ratepayers through 
collective regional approach, estimated at over $100 million over 20 
years.
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It’s our goal to ensure that 

our families and neighbors 

enjoy the benefits of safe, 

healthy water for 

generations to come.

Clackamas Water Environment Services

150 Beavercreek Road #430

Oregon City, OR 97045

503-742-4567

wescustomerservice@clackamas.us

clackamas.us/wes
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