
 

Page 1 

 

 
 

22500 Salamo Road 
West Linn, Oregon 97068 

http://westlinnoregon.gov 
 

WEST LINN 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

NOTES 
June 7, 2021 

 

 

Call to Order [6:00 pm/5 min]  

 

Council Present: 
Mayor Jules Walters, Council President Bill Relyea , Councilor Mary Baumgardner, Councilor 
Rory Bialostosky, and Councilor Todd Jones. 
 
Staff Present: 
City Manager Jerry Gabrielatos, City Recorder Kathy Mollusky, City Attorney Tim Ramis, Deputy 
City Manager John Williams, Acting Police Chief Peter Mahuna, and Public Works Director 
Lance Calvert. 
 

Approval of Agenda [6:05 pm/5 min]  

Councilor Rory Bialostosky moved to approve the June 7, 2021 West Linn City Council Special 
Meeting Agenda with the removal of Items 6, 9b, and 9c. Councilor Mary Baumgardner 
seconded the motion. 

 
Ayes: Mayor Jules Walters, Councilor Mary Baumgardner, Councilor Rory Bialostosky, and 

Councilor Todd Jones. 

Nays: None. 

The motion carried 4 - 0 

http://westlinnoregon.gov/
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62063
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62064
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Public Comments [6:10 pm/30 min] 

Emails re: Pickleball 

Rita Crawford, West Linn, detailed the parking problems in the Hoodview Estates 
neighborhood where she resided, the soft approach to the issue taken by the West Linn Police 
Department (WLPD), and the inability of the homeowner’s association (HOA) to have vehicles 
towed. She inquired about the City possibly establishing a district parking program to address 
the problems. City Manager Gabrielatos confirmed he would follow up with her. 
 
Randall Fastabend, Friends of Robinwood Station, West Linn, inquired about the next steps in 
the approval process for the recent draft agreement for the renovation of Robinwood Station, 
and what barriers existed to going out for bids for the project. He hoped the project could 
move quicker to allow for renovations in the fall rather than in the winter. 
 
City Manager Gabrielatos answered that he had received an email from Mr. Fastabend and 
needed to consult other City staff before responding on the matter and others raised at their 
last neighborhood association meeting. 
 
Martha Boyce, West Linn, spoke to the dismissals of members of the WLPD but believed it was 
the bare minimum necessary. The Michael Fesser case was not an isolated incident. Racism 
had been a part of the WLPD for a very long time and much more needed to be done, such as 
adopting and funding the recommendations from the Police Oversight and Accountability Task 
Force. She detailed the changes necessary to create accountability and transparency in the 
WLPD and to ensure all people of color (POC) would feel comfortable in West Linn. She urged 
the City Council to take a leadership role in this matter. 
 
Dean Suhr, Friends of Oppenlander Field, West Linn, addressed the purchase option of field 
from the West Linn School District (WLSD) and the possible November 2021 General Obligation 
Bond Measure to fund the purchase. He listed the justifications for the purchase and described 
the history of Oppenlander Field. He offered his group's assistance to Council in the bond 
measure and purchase process. 
 
Jane Forbes, West Linn, stated she was a member of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
(PRAB), but believed members of citizen advisory boards were allowed to offer their personal 
opinions. She lived near Skyline Ridge Park and when the pickleball courts reopened in May 
2020, the sound difference was immediately apparent and had a negative impact on the 
neighbors' quality of life. Parks and Recreation Director Warner's delayed response to Council's 
order given last fall had prolonged the problems for her, her family activities, and the 
neighborhood. The neighbors of the park wanted the courts to be used for tennis as they were 
originally. The proposed sound-blocking measures would be insufficient for pickleball. She 
urged follow through on Council's decisions from last September and October. 
 
James Boyle, West Linn, noted many studies showed possible mitigation measures to limit 

https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62065
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62098
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noise from pickleball. He asked Council to reconsider their decision regarding the fast-growing 
sport and to take actions to encourage the community activity which drew people from a 
broad range of demographics. He believed people who purchased property near a park should 
expect noise. He was willing to work with the neighbors on limiting the times for pickleball 
play. 
 
Jeffrey Bernasconi, West Linn, stated the decision on pickleball at Skyline Ridge had been made 
months ago. The only open issue was why a City employee was allowed to ignore the 
instruction of the City Council for months. The original change to the courts from tennis to 
pickleball was not made with transparency. He had issued multiple noise complaints, but was 
told the noise level was reasonable. He detailed the history of the issues and actions related to 
pickleball in Skyline Ridge Park to-date, and spoke to the lack of action from Parks and 
Recreation on the problems. 
 
Katherine Ferruzzi, West Linn, stated her back fence was 60 ft from the pickleball courts in 
Skyline Ridge Park. Pickleball had diminished the livability of her property and affected the 
emotional and physical health of her family. The sport was inappropriate for the small park and 
was causing friction between neighbors. The Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association survey 
did not equally represent all those affected by the issue. She asked that Council's decision be 
followed by Parks and Recreation staff. 
 
Giulio Ferruzzi, West Linn, stated his property was 60 ft from the Skyline Ridge Park pickleball 
courts, and distance from the noise generated had a huge impact on his quality of life. He and 
his family's ability to use their property had been diminished due to the noise. The 
Neighborhood Association survey did not accurately gather the opinions of all of those who 
would be affected by the courts' change from tennis to pickleball. Council's decision last fall to 
return the courts to tennis was not temporary as implied by the letter from Parks and Rec 
Director Warner in the meeting materials, and his solution to the noise was inadequate. He 
was shocked by Councilor Jones visit to the neighborhood to gauge the opinions toward 
pickleball. The Councilor had not visited his home. 
 
Councilor Jones apologized to Mr. Ferruzzi for not speaking to him or his neighbor during his 
recent visit to query the interest in pickleball. He had knocked on all doors he knew to knock 
on and when he reached an open field, he stopped. He did not intentionally avoid speaking to 
anyone. 
 
Kelly Stapp, West Linn, stated she lived across from Skyline Ridge Park and visited it every day 
with her young children. She and her husband had submitted written testimony multiple times 
to inform Council they wanted the pickleball courts back. Council had listened to only a few 
families instead of the neighborhood at large. She had enjoyed playing pickleball with her 
neighbors and getting to know them better, and her son was confused as to why he cannot 
play the sport at his park. The tennis courts had been used little, and the pickleball usage had 
dropped off a bit as other courts opened in the city. Referring to the testimony by others about 
their diminished quality of life, she noted her and her family's quality of life had been 
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diminished by a few families and by the City Council removing the pickleball courts from use. 
The closure of the parks had no legal basis under the City's noise ordinance. She encouraged 
Council to vote to install the noise abatement and to open the pickleball courts. 
 
Mark Liang, West Linn, stated his house was about 50 ft away from the pickleball courts at 
Skyline Ridge Park. He was a member of the American Pickleball Association and had 
participated in tournaments. The West Linn Parks Master Plan spoke to multi-use parks being 
at least 10 acres in size, but this park was only a little over 1 acre. He did not blame his 
neighbors for wanting to play pickleball across the street from their homes, but believed 
having pickleball in Skyline Ridge Park violated the property owners' rights to use their land in 
quiet enjoyment. The Parks and Rec Department and Council should follow the guidelines in 
the Parks Master Plan. 
 
Lisa Steenson, West Linn, stated she lived about four houses from Skyline Ridge Park. The park 
was an anchor and a place for connection for the community. Pickleball was a great sport and 
was accessible and affordable, and she was very disappointed it was taken away. She was not 
concerned about traffic near the park and hoped that sound barrier would be installed. 
 
John Busch, West Linn, stated he supported pickleball, but not in historically peaceful 
neighborhood parks which were not developed for the purpose. He and his family had enjoyed 
the park for many years. Noise had not been a problem until the pickleball courts were 
installed last year; now it was consistent and removed the ability for them to enjoy time 
outdoors at their home. The dispute had fractured the neighborhood. Nobody's quality of life 
would be diminished by not playing pickleball because they could play at other courts nearby. 
Emotional and physical health could be impacted by pickleball as shown in other areas of the 
country, and property values could be affected negatively by the noise. 
 
Ann Busch, West Linn, stated one house was located between hers and the Skyline Ridge Park 
tennis courts. When she moved there, she expected typical park noise from tennis and children 
playing. The peace and cohesiveness of the neighborhood changed when the pickleball courts 
were added. A neighbor had decided not to testify tonight out of fear of retaliation and she 
feared the same. She had witnessed bullying tactics. She understood some people were 
passionate about pickleball, but the downsides were noise, increased traffic, inadequate 
parking, and the lack of restrooms. The repetitive percussive noise could be heard inside her 
home for up to 14 hours a day. Many homes that abutted the park were not a part of the 
Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association and would not have taken part in the survey about 
pickleball. She requested the City follow through on last fall's decision to remove the pickleball 
courts. 
 
Tim Hoffman, West Linn, was in favor of reinstating the pickleball and tennis courts in Skyline 
Ridge Park. The variety of options the park offers was something he had enjoyed since the 
purchase of his home at the inception of the Skyline Ridge development. The noise generated 
from pickleball equaled that of a normal conversation. The parking issues could be minimized 
by installing No Parking signs, and children should know not to run in the streets. Kids involved 
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in intramural sports also used the park. Only two pickleball courts were available, so only eight 
people could play at one time. The lack of restrooms had always been an issue, but was not 
related to pickleball. He suggested an open forum at the park where people could listen to the 
sounds. He believed they would then be a little more open-minded. He asked Council to listen 
to the majority of home owners. 
 
Stacia Nilson, West Linn, stated the contact list for the Skyline Ridge neighborhood was 
incomplete. The change in the neighborhood in the last five to six years has been dramatic as 
turnover has been higher and families with younger children have moved in. It was necessary 
to do another survey to capture voices from more households. Skyline Ridge was actively 
working on updating the contact information due to the high turnover. Pickleball was not going 
away. She was aware sound abatement materials had been purchased, but did not understand 
why it had not been tried. 

 
Announcements, Proclamations, and Recognitions [6:40 pm/15 min]  

 

Juneteenth Proclamation  

Proclamation 

Councilor Baumgardner read the Juneteenth Proclamation and encouraged all community 
members to join in this observance. 

 
LGBQT+ Pride Month Proclamation  

Proclamation 

Councilor Jones read the Proclamation, declaring June as LGBQT+ Pride Month in the City of 
West Linn. 

 
Agenda Bill 2021-06-07-01: Lake Oswego Communications (LOCOM Intergovernmental 
Agreement [6:55 pm/15 min]  

LOCOM IGA Information 

Acting Police Chief Mahuna provided background on the two available dispatch services: C-
COM from Clackamas County and LOCOM from Lake Oswego. Due to the availability of 911 tax 
funds, the service would cost the City about $323,000, less than the more than $400,000 it had 
cost last year. He described the financial, size, and level of service differences between the two 
systems, and specified the advantages of LOCOM to West Linn, such as speed in answering 911 
calls and increased options for dispatching. He clarified the difference between the contract 
amount of $580,000 in the meeting materials and the stated cost of $323,000 was due to 
LOCOM subtracting the portion of the 911 tax to be provided to West Linn. He believed the 
cost would be paid in installments and that the 911 tax was disbursed to the City several times 
throughout the year. 
 
Council President Relyea expressed concern that, while the information did not appear to state 
how many calls made up the baseline, it did state that if the baseline exceeded the previous 

https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62066
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62067
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62094
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62069
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62070
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62071
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62071
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62072
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year by 15 percent, then a charge would be made in addition to the contract amount. 
 
Acting Police Chief Mahuna replied that he did not know the answer, but would clarify with 
LOCOM. Last year, because of COVID-19, the call rate was very low. With the opening up 
happening, he expected calls for service would increase to the 20,000 range, as seen in 2019. 
 
Councilor Baumgardner said she would like the questions answered before Council voted on 
the matter. She wanted to know how each service addressed calls that were racist in nature 
and whether such calls would result in a difference in service. She would also like to look 
further into the difference in protocols before making a selection. She had heard a POC, a West 
African immigrant who had lived in West Linn for many years, had been confronted by the 
police in the Public Library parking lot where he was sitting in his car waiting for his wife. When 
she inquired what could be done to keep that from happening, she was told that when a 
community member called about a suspicious person, the police had to go talk to the person. 
She was not placing blame, but believed something needed to be done to prevent harm from 
racial profiling. She wanted to know if any data was available to compare C-COM and LOCOM. 
 
Acting Police Chief Mahuna replied he was unsure if LOCOM had a protocol dealing with that 
issue, but he would follow up with them. Some jurisdictions would ask specific questions why 
the caller believed the person was suspicious to determine whether the call was related to the 
color of the person's skin. 
 
Councilor Bialostosky noted he was scrutinizing the contract due to its four-year length. The 
question stated in the Agenda Bill was whether continuing the contract with LOCOM was in the 
best interests of the City of West Linn.  He did not know the answer to that question because 
he had not seen a cost comparison between the two services, and he would like to know what 
he would be rejecting by not selecting C-COM. Also, he would like to give Clackamas County an 
opportunity to provide some context to the statements about call time and other information 
provided by the Chief regarding dispatching. He could not vote in good conscience to spend 
the money without knowing the cost comparison, pros and cons of each service, and without 
further discussion as Council. He understood the City had a good relationship with LOCOM and 
the Lake Oswego Police Department (LOPD), but wanted to keep that and the business side 
separate because the service was paid for by tax dollars. 
 
Council President Relyea preferred to hold off on voting on this Agenda Bill at least until the 
next Council meeting to give LOCOM a chance to respond with more information on what 
comprised the baseline. What the City would be receiving for its money was unclear, and he 
did not feel comfortable signing a contract without that knowledge. 
 
Mayor Walters pointed out an email had been sent last week by the City Manager requesting 
any questions from the Councilors for Acting Police Chief Mahuna be sent to him in advance, 
so the Chief could come to the meeting with answers. The contract needed to be signed in the 
next few weeks. Council could vote next week as well. 
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Acting Police Chief Mahuna clarified that LOCOM would be more expensive than C-COM based 
on the information provided from surrounding cities as stated in the email. The determining 
factor would be the level of service wanted and expected of the WLPD by the citizens of West 
Linn. It would be necessary to pay more for more service. He would be prepared with answers 
for the Council meeting next week, but was unsure if C-COM could provide a bid in a week. His 
rough estimate based on the city's population was $300,000, but he would try to get 
confirmation from C-COM. 

 
6. Policing Update [7:10 pm/20 min] 

This item was removed from the agenda. 

 
Ice Storm Recovery and Next Steps [7:30 pm/30 min] 

Ice Storm Debris Information  

Public Works Director Calvert provided a brief overview of the information on this Agenda 
Item, noting more detail was included in the meeting packet. He provided the background on 
the February ice storm, its impacts, and the City's response. The company being considered for 
debris had storage capacity at their facility but did not have trucking capability, so a hauler was 
being sought, but finding one was proving difficult due to the amount of debris to be moved 
and the limited number of contractors available. 

 Also included in the meeting packet was a post-ice storm street tree inventory map to 
show the scale and location of the tree damage, which he described in some detail. Of 
the trees that were inventoried, over 1,300 were lost, about one third of the city's 
street trees, and it was estimated that 1,600 trees needed replacing. A little bit of 
funding was available in the Street Fund for the replacement of trees and for stump 
removal on some of the islands maintained by the City, but no additional budget was 
available for removal and replacement of trees on private property. The estimate on 
stump removal and replacing the trees was $2 million.  No federal funds were available 
for tree replacements. The length of time for restoration work and tree replacement 
was estimated at two to four years. 

 The process was underway to obtain a 75 percent reimbursement from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for the debris cleanup and removal. He 
confirmed that staff were actively working on solving the debris removal issue quickly 
and frugally, and asked for Council's input on the next steps for addressing the issue. 

Mayor Walters noted the packet contained a recommendation from staff for the Council to 
give direction to identify a source of public funding for street canopy restoration and 
associated tasks. 
 
Council President Relyea agreed with staff's recommendation. The Code anticipated normal 
tree maintenance to be done by the adjacent home owners, but the damage from the ice 
storm far exceeded normal conditions. The Code required the trees to be located there, and 
the homeowners did not have a choice in determining if the trees should be there, therefore 

https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62074
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62075


 

Page 8 

 

he believed the City had some responsibility to help the community members. He 
recommended a phase approach to the restoration and replacement of trees, starting with 
areas where the streets, curbs, and sidewalks had significant damage, followed by stump 
grinding, and then an assessment of the need to replace the trees according to what the City 
could afford, to include possibly reaching out to the homeowners to ask if they would like to 
contribute to the replacement cost, or to do a fundraiser. 
 
Councilor Baumgardner agreed with the street tree canopy replacement, but shared the fire-
hazard concerns about the debris piles. 
 
City Manager Gabrielatos noted the updates provided by Public Works Director Calvert would 
also be available to the public on the City's website, and staff would keep the public updated 
on the progress with the debris piles. 
 
Council gave direction to staff to create a plan for a program to identify public funding for the 
tree canopy restoration. 
 
Public Works Director Calvert assured that the debris removal and other tasks associated with 
the damage from the ice storm would continue. Weather would also determine when some of 
the work could be done. 

 
Preview of June 14 Agenda [8:00 pm/30 min]  

June 14 Agenda 

City Manager Gabrielatos noted several matters on the June 14th City Council Meeting Agenda 
concerned the formal adoption of the budget. 
 
Deputy City Manager Williams stated additional items on the June 14th agenda included the 
Willamette Falls Dr Charter-required ballot measures for the work on the roadway and 
improvement of park properties. The property owned by the City at 3955 Cedar Oak Dr, 
located in the middle of the street next to the creek, could be sold and would accommodate a 
single-family home. 
 
Public Works Director Calvert stated the amount of the bids for the road program was 
increasing. He would be attending a meeting on the matter. 

 
Mayor and Council Reports [8:30 pm/15 min]  

 

Post Office Update 

Deputy City Manager Williams noted the USPS had obtained a lease for a post office at the 
Cascade Shopping Center. The process was ultimately a transaction between the Post Office 
and the property owner who had reached out, although the City had worked with the USPS for 
many years in an attempt to find locations. The City's role at this point was to expedite the 

https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62076
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62078
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62079
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permits and work to prepare the new location for the Post Office to occupy. Some businesses 
would be relocated to accommodate the Post Office, and the City was assisting in any way it 
could. Members of the community had commented the City should not have allowed the 
businesses to move; however, the City did not control that type of leasing arrangement. He 
recognized Shatrine Krake from the Chamber for her work on solutions to the issue. Due to 
materials, contractors, and other items being difficult to come by, the estimated completion 
date of late fall might be too optimistic. Staff would keep Council informed on the timeline. 
Council agreed to remove the Post Office item from future agendas and to receive updates 
from staff as needed. 

 
b. Citizen Advisory Group Appointments 

This item was removed from the agenda. 

 
c. Equity Statement & Equity Plan for Council 

This item was removed from the agenda. 

 
Skyline Ridge Pickleball Courts  

Skyline Ridge Information  

Deputy City Manager Williams stated he was filling in for Parks and Recreation Director Warner 
tonight, and acknowledged that Director Warner had been responsible for the work on the 
pickleball court matter to-date. Information on the timeline and communications of interest 
received were included in the meeting packet. He briefly reviewed the history of the issue 
leading up to Council's decision in September 2020 to remove the pickleball courts, and what 
had taken place since. The recommendation was to return to Skyline Ridge Park for further 
sound testing and to discuss the sound abatement systems that were purchased. Staff was 
asking for Council's direction on how to proceed. Typically, such decisions were made on an 
administrative level, but because Council had already made a decision last fall, any changes to 
it needed to be made by Council. 
 
Mayor Walters confirmed the letters of testimony received from the public were available on 
the City's website, and that all letters of testimony received became part of the public record. 
 
Councilor Baumgardner stated the City needed to have a better siting and vetting process for 
activities that potentially could cause noise issues to avoid having residents in a neighborhood 
becoming pitted against each other. She had also shared her opinion at the PRAB meeting last 
year. She was disappointed the issue had come up again. 
 
Councilor Bialostosky noted it was difficult to secure a conviction under the noise ordinance in 
Municipal Court when the standard was "reasonable" noise. He asked if decibel levels could be 
stated in the Municipal Code to provide an objective standard so no doubt would exist when 
those levels were exceeded. 
 

https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62082
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62083
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City Attorney Ramis noted the City's noise ordinance had been developed at a time when the 
City had relied more heavily on the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to enforce 
noise standards. DEQ had specific decibel limits and an enforcement program but, due to 
budget cuts, it no longer had that role. He confirmed the City could adopt specific standards for 
decibel levels which would be much easier to enforce; however, it would take time to change 
the Code and would be a policy decision for Council to determine if now was the appropriate 
time to do so. 
 
Councilor Jones read the following statement: 
 

2021 Skyline Ridge Pickleball History 

The week of February 22 council received a couple emails from Skyline Ridge (SR) residents requesting 

pickle ball (PB) be reinstated at the park. On February 28 I walked streets in closest proximity to the 

sport court and asked residents whether they wanted PB on the court. Where I found people home, 8 

said yes, 4 said no. Of the 8 households saying yes, 4 are among 5 homes in closest proximity to the 

court. 

On May 10 four SR residents emailed Council inquiring about the status of PB at the park. This spurred 

me to contact the SR NA President, Ryan Kling, to learn his perspective on the history of the discussion. 

Mr. Kling forwarded me the results of a neighborhood survey in which 37 residents said yes to PB at SR 

park, and 13 said no. (Note: At least one SR resident questions the validity of this survey.) At a following 

City Council meeting, I requested publicly that Council discuss the topic at an upcoming meeting. 

 

Concerns Raised About Pickleball 

A resident says sound-blocking material on the fence surrounding the courts will not adequately block 

sound because some nearby home levels lie higher than the top of the fence. 

A resident says the “noise we have measured to be beyond tolerable and even damaging if exposed to 

for long periods of time.” This resident has “taken dozens of noise readings using the National Institutes 

of Health application and found them to be beyond reasonable limits.” Further, the resident says 

“qualitative evidence exists that the noise is intolerable in our home’s outside and inside spaces.” 

A resident says that “noise starts well before 8:00 am and continues intermittently until dusk.” 

A resident says home windows 60’ from the courts and cites an unnamed source recommending that 

“courts located within 150’ (of residential properties) require careful abatement.” Resident also 

contends that direction of courts directs noise toward their home. 

A resident says more people are opposed to PB at SR park than express so out of fear and frustration. 

Resident reported to Council in October that “nine homes adjacent to the park and from all four sides 

of the courts have voiced concerns to the parks department about the noise, traffic and behavior 

problems which began only when pickleball opened.” 
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A resident says PB players have defied Parks Department postings on use of the courts and that they 

have been harassed by PB proponents for their opposition to PB at SR park. 

A resident says sound mitigation will be intolerably expensive for the city. 

 

Information Shared by City Staff 

City Manager reports that city code does not specify acceptable noise levels in quantifiable decibel 

measurements, instead making multiple references to qualitative “reasonable” levels of noise. See 

www.codepublishing.com/OR/WestLinn/html/WestLinn05.html#5.487. 

Former Community Service Officer Cole Bateman noted in July that Exemptions of WLMC Section 5.487 

Sound Levels and Noise lists (g) “Outdoor School and Playground Activities. Reasonable activities 

conducted on public playgrounds and public or private school grounds, which are conducted in 

accordance with the manner in which such spaces are generally used” exempts the noise from the 

pickle ball court and park from city noise ordinances. 

Former Community Service Officer Cole Bateman noted in August that he used a Police Department 

decibel reader “to get an idea of how loud the (PB) noise was.” He “recalled” that the majority of the 

readings were in the mid-60s and that, “This was with the background noise of the truck.” 

The Parks Department director has sound-mitigating material on hand with which court fencing could 

be lined. 

 

Information I Gathered via Online Research 

A neighborhood in Santa Rose, California conducted a study of PB noise centered on 24 players using six 

courts. It measured noise levels at nearest property lines and patios/decks adjacent to the courts. It 

found ambient sound levels measuring 40-48 dB, and pickleball sound levels measuring 43-49 dB. 

(oakmontvillage.com) 

A presumably pro-pickleball website says that ambient sound generally is 40-48 dB at public parks and 

that adding pickleball to that space adds 18-20 dB of sound, for a total of 58-68 dB for pickleball. The 

site contends that a “normal conversation” is 60-70 dB. (pickleballdrive.com) The CDC confirms that 

“normal conversation” is about 60 dB. 

Portland State University reports that quiet suburban neighborhoods experience ambient noise levels 

of approximately 45-50 dB. (www.noisequest.psu.edu) 

The National Institutes of Health say sounds at or below 70 dB are generally considered safe. 

(noisyplanet.nidcd.nih.gov/parents/too-loud-too-long) 

http://www.codepublishing.com/OR/WestLinn/html/WestLinn05.html#5.487
http://www.noisequest.psu.edu/
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A noise-mitigation vendor, acoustiblok.com, claims that, from 50-away, with no sound curtain, PB 

registers 64-71 dB, and with Acoustifence sound curtain, reduces PB sound to 54-59 dB. Vendor claims 

that this 11 dB reduction is equivalent to a 50% reduction in sound as perceived by the human ear. 

A resident urged the Parks Board in October to recommend to Council to permanently ban PB on the SR 

courts, saying, “The upcoming election will change the City Council and possible Parks and Recreation 

Advisory Board, thus possibly forcing the issue to start over with new members.” They were right. That 

is what has occurred. They added, “No one wants to start over on this topic.” Respectfully, I disagree. 

Judging by the emails received by Council this winter and spring, a number of residents do want to 

continue the discussion. 

Over the past week a couple people asked me why I’m asking the Council to discuss this. I assure you I 

have no personal vested interest in pickleball, although I will note that I have played twice over the past 

few months. I also assure you I am not carrying water for any particular individual or household in 

Skyline Ridge. I simply want to be responsive to people who have reached out to us with a request, 

people, I will add, I do not know personally. 

A SR resident who wants pickleball at the park said in an email this week, “Good luck to you on this one! 

No one wins, I promise.” My concern with that statement is that it presumes this is about winning and 

losing. It’s not to me. I vow to you that I will never approach my work as a City Councilor in terms of 

winning and losing. My only interest is working with you to address issues and better our city. 

Here’s what I believe. I believe in every person who has contacted us over this issue, be they for or 

against pickleball. I believe you are reasonable and caring people, and that you can work together to 

find solutions that all can live with and abide by. 

In an email last summer, when PB was being played on the SR court, a resident adamantly opposed to it 

wrote of “simple and proactive solutions” like signs and locked gates, suggesting that this person is 

willing to seek reasonable ways to address residents’ concerns. In that spirit, I am interested in us 

asking staff to work with SR residents for and against PB at the park to identify and trial fixes to some 

residents’ concerns, and I invite the good people of SR to participate in this process. 

 
  
 
Council President Relyea suggested Council consider the law regarding nuisance. Nuisance 
precluded someone from quiet enjoyment of their land and a lawsuit could be brought 
regarding the loss of property rights. The court typically used a balancing test to determine 
whether the activity rose to the level of a nuisance, which required a determination of the 
extent and severity of the harm caused by the activity that outweighed its social value. 
Pickleball could be played at regional parks, schools, and other locations, and he did not 
believe anyone was against pickleball. However, he believed the public in this case was stating 
that those who lived adjacent to Skyline Ridge Park had never envisioned that pickleball would 
be played there, and the level of noise kept them from opening their windows and enjoying 
the breeze while they worked from home due to COVID-19 or because their employers 
encouraged it. Working from home was not breaking the law and stating it did represent a 
misdirected sense of values. The issue had been discussed at length and he did not believe it 



 

Page 13 

 

should be revisited. 
 
Mayor Walters said she would like more data and requested a proper quantitative survey of 
the neighborhood by the City to provide a more accurate sample. Also, she requested the 
Acoustifence be installed and that Council visit the park with equipment to measure the 
decibel level. She agreed the initial decision should have been made by City staff and not by 
Council but, under the circumstances, she believed Council should due its due diligence to get 
the correct information. 
 
Councilor Baumgardner stated the actions suggested by Mayor Walters had already been 
done. The majority of people Council had heard from wanted pickleball because they did not 
live next door to the courts. Council had seen a video showing the impacts, and she did not 
believe the majority should rule in this case. Of course, fewer people lived next door to the 
courts, and she believed they should not be asked to accept a decision that rendered 
impossible the enjoyment of their property, whereas finding a suitable location for pickleball 
would be more appropriate and easier to do. The Municipal Code should also be updated with 
clear and objective language. 
 
Mayor Walters acknowledged that Councilor Baumgardner had told her of a visit to the Skyline 
Ridge Park pickleball courts and that she found the noise very loud. She would, however, still 
prefer having all the facts and then moving forward. People in Tanner Creek also lived next to 
pickleball courts. She was a big proponent of an indoor recreation center in West Linn, and 
pickleball could be installed there. 
 
Councilor Baumgardner noted Acoustifence was installed in George Rogers Park, and she had 
visited there last year. It was an excellent example, because the street parking was located 
higher than the courts, like a two-story house would be. The difference in noise level was 
negligible, which was why she had not recommended the purchase of Acoustifence when she 
was on the PRAB. She believed moving the courts to a more acceptable location would relieve 
the problem. 
 
Councilor Jones asked for other Councilors' opinions on mediation. It did not have to be a 
lengthy or bureaucratic process, but simply to ask if the neighbors were willing to have a 
conversation. If no response was received in a week or if the responses were only from one 
perspective, the idea could be dropped. He inquired how Council would be able to know if the 
neighbors were willing to work together if they were not asked. 
 
Mayor Walters said she appreciated his idea, but had some concern about those residents who 
already felt uncomfortable testifying, though direction could be given to staff to pursue that 
option. The problem had been worked on for a year, and it was clear how contentious it was. 
She asked for Council's support for directing staff to arrange a fact-finding trip to Skyline Ridge 
Park and to ask for the neighborhood's interest in mediation. 
 
Councilor Bialostosky said he had been pondering the possibility of reducing the noise to an 
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acceptable level for those neighbors with valid concerns about the noise's negative impact on 
their lives. He did not, however, know if that was possible. He supported the idea of mediation, 
but also understood that some residents in Skyline Ridge felt unsafe or uncomfortable due to 
the contentiousness of the situation. If the solution could be found by gathering more data, he 
was in support of that also. 
 
Councilor Baumgardner believed it was unfair and unreasonable to kick the can down the road. 
The question was if it was acceptable for the people who lived around Skyline Ridge Park's 
pickleball court to be subjected to the noise if a decision was made to keep those courts. 
Extending the problem would just extend the contentiousness in the neighborhood. The noise 
from pickleball would still be too loud in the small park close to people's homes. 
 
Councilor Jones stated that if the neighborhood indicated they did not want to problem-solve, 
he would agree with Councilor Baumgardner's and Council President Relyea's viewpoints that 
the issue had been litigated enough. Gathering more data, however, would be useful as the 
issue might arise again elsewhere. It was very important to him to give both sides the 
opportunity to work something out. 
 
Mayor Walters suggested gathering data on the noise and possible noise abatement, and to 
then approach the neighborhood to assess their willingness to work with Council on a solution. 
If none was found, or if noise abatement was shown to be unworkable, Council could decide to 
let the issue rest and the pickleball courts would remain closed. 
 
Council decided by a majority show-of-hands vote to gather more data through a site visit and 
sound measurements, followed by approaching the community with its findings to determine if 
a solution could be found, and to then move off the topic. 
 
Councilor Baumgardner understood Councilor Jones' approach, but believed it disrespected 
some of the neighbors by pressuring them to come forward, and if a victim did not want to 
come forward, they should not be re-victimized by asking if they wanted to join mediation. 
 
Mayor Walters called a point of order to state that Councilor Baumgardner's comments had become a 
personal attack on Councilor Jones and asked her to stop. 

 
City Manager Report [8:45 pm/10 min] 

 

City of West Linn Response to COVID-19 Public Health Emergency  

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Update  

Storm Recovery Update 

City Manager Gabrielatos noted the Storm Recovery Update had been given by Public Works 
Director Calvert earlier tonight. Regarding the response to COVID-19, the City Hall was re-
opened today. For the DEI Update, he noted he was scheduled to speak with Monique 
Claiborne of the Kenley Group on Friday. 

https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62084
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62085
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62086
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City Attorney Report [8:55 pm/5 min] 

City Attorney Ramis stated he found the questions posed by Deputy City Manager Williams 

interesting regarding the extent to which a federal government installation like a post office 

must comply with local zoning law. Staff had made very good use of the practical advice given 

by counsel, and he was pleased to see the Post Office project in West Linn moving along. 

 

Council President Relyea inquired about the scheduling of an executive session for Council to 

discuss Oppenlander Field. He apologized for not being present for the discussion on the field 

earlier in the meeting. 

 

Mayor Walters requested staff schedule an executive session. 

 

Adjourn [9:00 pm] 

Notes approved 8-16-21. 
 

https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62088
https://westlinn.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=&clip_id=1311&meta_id=62089
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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA  
Monday, June 7, 2021 

 

5:00 p.m. – Executive Session – Webex* 
Per ORS 192.660(2)(i) To review and evaluate the employment-related performance of the chief 
executive officer of any public body, a public officer, employee or staff member who does not request 
an open hearing. 

6:00 p.m. – Special Meeting – Webex* 
 

1. Call to Order         [6:00 pm/5 min] 

2. Approval of Agenda       [6:05 pm/5 min] 

3. Public Comments        [6:10 pm/30 min] 

4. Announcements, Proclamations, and Recognitions   [6:40 pm/15 min] 

a. Black History Month and Juneteenth Proclamation 

b. LGBQT+ Pride Month Proclamation 

5. Agenda Bill 2021-06-07-01:  Lake Oswego Communications (LOCOM)  [6:55 pm/15 min] 
Intergovernmental Agreement  

6. Policing Update       [7:10 pm/20 min]  

7. Ice Storm Recovery and Next Steps    [7:30 pm/30 min]   

8. Preview of June 14 Agenda    [8:00 pm/30 min] 

9. Mayor and Council Reports     [8:30 pm/15 min] 

a. Post Office Update 
b. Citizen Advisory Group Appointments 
c. Equity Statement & Equity Plan for Council 
d. Skyline Ridge Pickleball Courts 

10. City Manager Report        [8:45 pm/10 min] 

a. City of West Linn Response to COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 

b. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Update 

c. Storm Recovery Update 

http://westlinnoregon.gov/


11. City Attorney Report     [8:55 pm/5 min] 

12. Adjourn     [9:00 pm] 

  



PROCLAMATION 
City of West Linn, Oregon 

 
WHEREAS, President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on 

January 1, 1863, formally abolishing slavery in the United States of America; and  
 

WHEREAS, word about the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation was delayed some 
two and one half years, to June 19, 1865, in reaching authorities and African Americans in the 
South and Southwestern United States; and  
 

WHEREAS, Emancipation Day observations are held on different days in different states 
in the South and Southwest, and in other parts of the nation; and  
 

WHEREAS, June 19th, is "JUNETEENTH" combining the words June and Nineteenth, has 
been celebrated as one of the oldest known commemorations of the ending of slavery in the 
United States, but also focuses on promoting and cultivating knowledge and appreciation of 
African American history and culture; and  
 

WHEREAS, In 1997, the United States Congress passed Senate Joint Resolution 11 and 
House Resolution 56, officially recognizing Juneteenth Independence Day; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of West Linn will observe June 19th each year as part of our 
commitment to anti-racism, racial and social justice, encouraging a day of recognition, 
reflection, education, and celebration. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
LINN, to recognize June 19th as 
 

JUNETEENTH 
 

in West Linn, and encourage all community members to join in this observance. 
 
Dated this 7th day of June, 2021 
 
 
______________________________ 
Mayor Jules Walters 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Kathy Mollusky, City Recorder 
 



PROCLAMATION 
West Linn, Oregon 

 

 
WHEREAS, our nation was founded upon, and is guided by a set of principles that 

includes that every person has been created equal, that each has rights to their life, liberty and 
pursuit of happiness, and that each shall be accorded the full recognition and protection of law; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of West Linn is committed to being a safe, welcoming and equitable 
community for all people regardless of race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, age, sexual 
orientation, gender identification, country of origin, or any other identity; and 

 
WHEREAS, the month of June was chosen for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and 

Queer (LGBTQ+) Pride Month to commemorate the June 27, 1969 New York City Stonewall 
Riots that sparked the LGBTQ+ civil rights movement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the fight for full and equal recognition and protection of the fundamental 
rights and liberties for people of all sexual and gender identities is reflected in the tireless 
dedication of advocates, allies, and supportive families who strive to forge a more inclusive 
society; and 
 

WHEREAS, during the month of June, LGBTQ+ celebrations are held throughout our 
country and encourage residents to honor the history of the fight for equality, celebrate the 
distance come, and recognize how far there is yet to go. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST 
LINN, that June is 

 

LGBTQ+ Pride Month 
 

and we call upon all people of West Linn to join us in celebrating the great contributions of the 
LGBTQ+ community and stand with us to ensure that all members of our community feel safe 
and welcome in West Linn. 

 
 

DATED THIS 14TH DAY OF JUNE, 2021 
 
 
_______________________________________  
MAYOR JULES WALTERS 
 
 
  



ATTEST: 
 
______________________________  
KATHY MOLLUSKY, CITY RECORDER 



 
 

Agenda Bill 2021-06-07-01   
 

Date Prepared: May 11, 2021  
 
For Meeting Date:  June 14, 2021 
 
To:  Jules Walters, Mayor 
  West Linn City Council 
 
From:   Acting Chief Peter Mahuna 
 
Through:  Jerry Gabrielatos, City Manager JG 
 
Subject:  Lake Oswego Communications Center (LOCOM) Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) 
 
Purpose 
Approve the IGA with Lake Oswego for law enforcement dispatching services for the next five years. 
 
Question(s) for Council: 
Is continuing to contract with LOCOM for emergency dispatch services in the best interests of the City of West 
Linn? 
 
Public Hearing Required: 
None required. 
 
Background & Discussion:  
The City has had an agreement with the City of Lake Oswego to provide public safety dispatching services for 
West Linn’s Police Department since 1987. 
 
The current IGA with LOCOM expires July 1, 2021. The proposed IGA with LOCOM will continue to provide 
dispatch services for another four years. 
 
Budget Impact: 
Year 1, 2021-2022 - $575,400.00 
Year 2, 2022-2023 - $604,000.00 
Year 3, 2023-2024 - $622,000.00 
Year 4, 2024-2025 - $640,500.00 
 
Sustainability Impact: 
N/A 
 
Council Goal/Priority: 
Guiding Principle #2: Land Use and Quality of Life  
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Council Options: 
1. Authorize the Mayor to sign the IGA. 
2. Do not authorize the Mayor to sign the IGA and direct staff on how to proceed. 

 
Staff Recommendation:  
Authorize the Mayor to sign the IGA.  
 
Potential Motion: 
I move to approve this Intergovernmental Agreement and authorize the Mayor to sign it. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Intergovernmental Cooperative Agreement Public Safety Communications Services, for fiscal years 
2021-2025 



Page 1 - Intergovernmental Cooperative Agreement - Public Safety Communications Services  

 

 INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES 

 

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into on this ______ day of __________________, 2021, 
by and between the CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO, an Oregon municipal corporation (hereinafter “Lake 
Oswego”) and the CITY OF WEST LINN, an Oregon municipal corporation (hereinafter “West Linn”). 

RECITALS 

A. Lake Oswego operates through its Police Department, Communications Division, a public safety 
dispatching facility (hereinafter “LOCOM Center”) to provide public safety dispatching services to fire and 
police departments of Lake Oswego and, by this Agreement, West Linn. 

B. The parties acknowledge that they have authority to execute this Intergovernmental Cooperative 
Agreement pursuant to the terms of their respective municipal charters and pursuant to ORS 190.010. 

NOW THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 

1. Description of Services to be Provided. Lake Oswego, through LOCOM Center, shall provide 
public safety dispatching services for West Linn’s Police Department for the period of July 1, 2021, through 
June 30, 2025, unless this Agreement is terminated earlier as provided in Section 11, below. The 
dispatching services include: 

A. 24-hour-per-day answering of emergency telephone lines (including 9-1-1 calls) for fire, 
police, and emergency medical service requests;  

B. Radio communications with police personnel regarding emergency and routine police 
matters; and 

C. Dispatching and other services for law enforcement purposes as set forth in Exhibit “A.”  

2. Control.  The manner of LOCOM Center’s performance of dispatch services, including but not 
limited to the establishment of standards of personnel performance, the hiring, supervision and discipline 
of LOCOM Center employees, and all other matters incident to LOCOM Center’s performance of such 
services shall be under the exclusive authority of Lake Oswego.  

3. Obligation of Lake Oswego to Provide Labor and Equipment.  Lake Oswego shall supply all 
necessary labor, supervision, equipment and supplies necessary to maintain the services to be rendered 
under this agreement. 

4. Obligation of West Linn for MSAG and GIS.  West Linn shall continue to provide Master Street 
Address Guide (“MSAG”) and GIS information for West Linn’s street system to Clackamas County. 

5. Consideration.  

 A.   Annual Contract Amount.  On or before January 1 of each fiscal year, West Linn shall pay to 
Lake Oswego the Base Annual Contract Amount set forth below for that fiscal year, less a sum equal to 
West Linn’s total 9-1-1 tax distribution from the State for the previous fiscal year (“Previous Year Tax 
Receipts”).  Each fiscal year shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30. 

 

// 

// 
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Base Annual Contract Amount 

for Fiscal Year1 

Year 1 2021-2022 $575,400.00  

Year 2 2022-2023 $604,000.00      

Year 3 2023-2024 $622,000.00     

Year 4 2024-2025 $640,500.00  

The amount paid to Lake Oswego directly by West Linn each fiscal year pursuant to this Section 5(A) shall 
be further adjusted as described in Section 5(C) below to ensure that it is ultimately reduced by a sum 
equaling West Linn’s actual 9-1-1 tax distribution from the State for that fiscal year (“Actual Current Year 
Tax Receipts”), which have been assigned to Lake Oswego pursuant to Section 5(B) below. 

 B.   Assignment of 9-1-1 Tax Receipts.  West Linn assigns its 9-1-1 tax disbursements directly 
to Lake Oswego for the duration of this Agreement, and shall direct the State 9-1-1 Office to pay all of West 
Linn’s 9-1-1 tax disbursements directly to Lake Oswego for the duration of this Agreement.   

 C.    Payment of Difference of Previous versus Current 9-1-1 Tax Receipts.  Not later than 
thirty (30) days following payment by the State to Lake Oswego of the final installment of West Linn’s             
9-1-1 tax receipts for each fiscal year:  

  i.  West Linn shall pay Lake Oswego a sum equaling the amount, if any, by which the 
Previous Year Tax Receipts exceed the Actual Current Year Tax Receipts for that fiscal year; 

  ii.   Lake Oswego shall pay West Linn a sum equaling the amount, if any, by which the 
Actual Current Year Tax Receipts for that fiscal year exceed the Previous Year Tax Receipts. 

 D. Cost Sharing of Clackamas County Emergency Notification System.  Within 30 days 
following written notice from Lake Oswego each year, West Linn will reimburse Lake Oswego a portion of 
the amount Lake Oswego pays each year to Clackamas County under the Intergovernmental Agreement 
between Clackamas County and City of Lake Oswego that provides for sharing the costs for the 
Clackamas County Emergency Notification System.  The West Linn reimbursement amount shall be the 
percentage of the Lake Oswego annual payment to Clackamas County that equals the percentage of the 
total population of the LOCOM Center’s 9-1-1 service area that consists of the population of the City of 
West Linn.  

6.  Adjustment of Base Annual Contract Amount.  The Base Annual Contract Amount in Section 
5(A) shall be increased if West Linn’s calls for service in any fiscal year exceed 15% over the previous fiscal 
year or this Agreement is amended pursuant to Section 13.  In the event West Linn’s calls for service in 
any fiscal year exceed 15% over the previous fiscal year, Lake Oswego shall notify West Linn in writing 
within thirty (30) days following the expiration of that fiscal year, or, at Lake Oswego’s option, such earlier 
time as it appears to Lake Oswego likely that the calls for service for that fiscal year will exceed 15% from 
the prior fiscal year.   

 
Within fifteen (15) days following notification under this section, the parties shall meet in good faith to 

discuss the financial impact to Lake Oswego to respond to the anticipated additional calls for service for 
the next fiscal year (the fiscal year after the fiscal year in which the calls for service exceeded 15%).  The 
parties shall endeavor to reach agreement upon an adjustment amount to the Base Annual Contract 
Amount in Section 5(A) above for that next fiscal year (the fiscal year after the fiscal year in which the calls 
for service exceeded 15%), and the listed subsequent fiscal years, to provide fair compensation to Lake 
Oswego for the additional costs incurred in responding to the calls for service and dispatch.   

 

                                                 
1 The Base Annual Contract Amount includes funding to assist with improvements in technology and 
replacement of dispatch equipment. 
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If the parties are unable to agree upon an adjustment to the Base Annual Contract Amount within thirty 
(30) days following the notification described above, either: 
 

A. The parties may mutually agree to arbitration, in such manner as they agree, to establish 
the amounts of adjustment; or  
 

B. Either party may unilaterally terminate this Agreement effective 180 days following written 
notice of the decision to terminate.  If either party elects this option, the amounts due for the applicable year 
pursuant to Section 5 above shall be paid, pro rata, to the termination date. 
 

7. Use of Compatible Equipment.  For the duration of this Agreement:  
A.  West Linn shall operate on the Clackamas 800 MHz radio system.   

 B.  Lake Oswego shall provide the information technology support services identified in Exhibit B.  
 C.  West Linn shall be responsible for its own purchases of mobile data computer (MDC) approved 
hardware, installation, and ongoing data connection costs.   

 D.  West Linn shall work with Lake Oswego IT prior to adding any additional software or hardware 
to their MDC to ensure compatibility with the MDC interface and software.  

8. LOCOM Center User Board.  For the duration of this Agreement, West Linn shall participate as 
a member of the LOCOM Center User Board.   

9. Limitation of Liability. Subject to the limitations of the Oregon Tort Claims Act ORS 30.260 et. 
seq., and the Oregon Constitution, Lake Oswego agrees to hold West Linn and all of its officers, agents, 
and employees harmless from all claims whatsoever that might arise against West Linn, its officers, agents, 
or employees as a result of the duties to be performed by Lake Oswego by the terms of this Agreement. 
By so doing, Lake Oswego, its officers and employees, shall not be deemed to have assumed any liability 
for acts of West Linn or of any of its officers, agents, or employees, and West Linn agrees to hold Lake 
Oswego its officers and employees harmless from all claims whatsoever that might arise against Lake 
Oswego, its officers or employees, by reason of any act of West Linn, its agents, officers, and employees. 
For this purpose, employees of the LOCOM Center shall be deemed to be employees of Lake Oswego not 
as agents or employees of West Linn. 

10. Provision of Information.  West Linn shall provide the LOCOM Center with, and will update as 
necessary, maps of West Linn with addresses, a 24-hour emergency telephone number list for on-call city 
personnel, known residential and business emergency contact numbers, current building and development 
site information, a copy of the City of West Linn’s City ordinances, emergency information for emergency 
operations center (EOC) personnel and any other pertinent information deemed necessary by Lake 
Oswego to effectively perform dispatching duties. 

11. Termination of Agreement.  Lake Oswego may terminate this Agreement at any time for non-
payment of any sum when due as required by Section 5 of this Agreement.  Otherwise, either party may 
terminate this Agreement effective July 1 of any fiscal year, provided the terminating party gives at least 
180 days’ written notice to the other party.  

12.  Non-appropriation.  Either party may terminate this Agreement, in whole or in part, upon thirty 
(30) days’ written notice to the other party, in the event that the party providing notice fails to receive funding, 
appropriations or other expenditure authority at levels sufficient to comply with the terms set forth in this 
Agreement.  

13. Amendment Provisions.  The terms of this Agreement may be amended by mutual agreement of 
the parties. Any amendment shall be in writing, shall refer specifically to this Agreement, and shall be 
executed by the parties. 

// 

 

// 
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14. Notice. Any notice under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be effective when actually 
delivered or when deposited in the mail, registered or certified, addressed to the parties as follows: 

 Lake Oswego: City Manager 
    City of Lake Oswego 
    PO Box 369 
    Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034 
 
 
 West Linn:  City Manager 
    City of West Linn 
    22500 Salamo Road 
    West Linn, Oregon  97068 

 

INTENDING TO BE BOUND, the parties executed this Agreement on the date written above. 

 

CITY OF WEST LINN, an Oregon municipal 
corporation 

 CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO, an Oregon municipal 
corporation 

 
By: __________________________________ 
      Jules Walters , Mayor 

 
 
By:  ___________________________________ 
       Martha Bennett, City Manager 

   

   

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
______________________________________ 
West Linn City Attorney 

 APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
_______________________________________ 
Evan Boone, Lake Oswego City Attorney Pro 
Tem 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

LAW ENFORCMENT DISPATCH ACTIVITIES 
 
LOCOM Center provides for each member department an emergency communication center call 
answering and dispatching service by dual certified dispatchers who: 
 
1. Answer, screen, transfer, and call take 9-1-1 calls. 

 
2. Answer police department non-emergency telephone calls 24 hours a day. 

 
3. Screen telephone calls to determine: the nature of the call, location of the incident, pertinent 

information. 
 

4. Provide dispatching of appropriate resources. 
 

5. Provide dispatching of additional cover units and other needed resources for field units. 
 

6. Keep the officer status and document all officer activities.  Monitor officer safety by checking their 
status, using department directed pre-set time guidelines. 
 

7. Provide on-site department access to all activities and documentation maintained on the computer-
aided dispatch system. 
 

8. Generate and direct computer-aided dispatch briefing bulletins up to three (3) times in each 24 hour 
period to each agency at shift change.  
 

9. Provide all authorized field units direct availability into Mark 43, Clackamas County, state, and 
national computer systems (Mark 43, LEDS, DMV, NCIC, and CCH.) 
 

10. Verify and confirm all warrants, stolen and other “hits” by telephone and teletype. 
 

11. Compose and send all time critical teletype messages using the state and national computerized files. 
 

12. Make telephone calls for field units as required. 
 

13. Act as an interface between field units and other public safety agencies. 
 

14. Maintain after hours numbers for emergencies and other call outs for agency employees. 
 

15. Provide dispatching for community service officers and other support functions. 
 

16. Maintain the warrant file for municipal court service. 
 

17. Provide dispatching for animal control officers if requested.  
 

18. Provide dispatching for Public Works employees after hours as needed.  
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EXHIBIT B 

INFORMATION TECHNOLGY SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

1. Lake Oswego shall provide CAD/MDC interface and MDT software design. 
 
2. Lake Oswego will provide configuration for all mobile data devices connected to the Lake Oswego 

CAD system.  
 
3. Lake Oswego will provide technical troubleshooting for system-wide connectivity issues. 
 
4. Lake Oswego IT staff will generally troubleshoot individual devices during business hours only.    
 
5. Lake Oswego will provide CJIS compliant and LEDS certified staff. 
 
6. Lake Oswego will provide a list of approved mobile devices.  An equipment refresh rate of five (5) 

years is suggested.  
 
7. Lake Oswego will assist with hardware repairs on a limited bases if requested by West Linn.  Out of 

warranty hardware costs are a responsibility of West Linn.  
 
 
  



 
 

Work Session Agenda Bill 
 

Date: 6/7/2021 
 
To: Jules Waters, Mayor 
 Members, West Linn City Council 
 
From: Morgan Coffie, Public Works Management Analyst 
 
Through:  Lance Calvert, P.E. – Public Works Director/City Engineer LEC 
 Jerry Gabrielatos, City Manager JG 
 
Subject: 2021 Ice Storm Update and Discussion of Next Steps  
 
Purpose 
To update the Council on current cleanup and restoration efforts related to the 2021 ice storm and 
discussion of future city activity.   
 
Question(s) for Council: 
What additional actions (if any) does Council want to take regarding restoration efforts from the 2021 
ice storm damage? 
 
Background & Discussion:  
On February 12–15, 2021 a major ice storm struck the city causing widespread damage and an extended 
power outage. The City of West Linn, Clackamas County, and the State of Oregon declared a state of 
emergency. In response to the need to clear debris from the local transportation network, the city 
immediately hired three contracting companies to supplement the City crews to perform emergency 
debris removal. Debris was subsequently removed from the public Right-of-Way (ROW) and primarily 
hauled to Mary S. Young State Park for temporary storage where a majority of the material was chipped 
and shredded for hauling/disposal.   
 
With assistance from Clackamas County Emergency Management, the City solicited bids from 
contractors to remove the stockpile of wood chips but the bids came in extremely high and Council 
rejected the bids on May 17th.  Staff is currently pursuing several alternatives and working with a 
combination of haulers and disposal sites in order to properly dispose of the material in a more cost 
effective manner.  
 
Staff is also pursuing a contract to reduce the remaining debris at Mary S. Young and Wilderness Park 
into smaller landscape grade wood chips.  These additional chips will be utilized for contractor 
application to city park trails and another round of hauling for any excess material. 
 
While the wood chip debris removal is proceeding and will continue over the summer, the City will need 
to begin to address restoration of the City’s tree canopy.  Street tree replacement and removal of 
stumps left in the right of way will be a major undertaking.  As shown on the attached tree inventory 
map, city staff has documented into our GIS mapping system a majority of the street trees located in the 
public right of way between curbs and sidewalks.  This map captures only a part of the city as many 
more street trees exist in public right of way but are not delineated between roads and sidewalks.  
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Those areas have not been mapped due to the complexity and cost of accurately collecting the data as 
that would require extensive land survey and staff time.  As shown, staff has documented nearly 3,600 
street trees.  Over 1,300 (or over 36%) were removed due to the ice storm damage.  Another 186 street 
trees were identified as removed prior to the storm and have not been replaced.  In addition to the 
trees downed by the storm, another 24 tree falls resulted in significant damage to curbs/sidewalk/etc.  
Staff estimates at least 1,600 total street trees will need to be replanted to replace the lost tree canopy.  
There is also nearly 1,600 stumps needing removal with stumps ranging in size from under 4” to over 
38” diameter.     
 
As indicated in the Municipal Code, restoration of the tree canopy and repairing damages to sidewalks, 
curbs, etc. is the responsibility of the adjacent property owner.  This is typical in the Portland metro area 
and is effective to keep taxes/fees low.  However, the ice storm recovery is not typical maintenance.  
The City Council may want to consider making a significant financial investment into the tree canopy 
restoration effort.  Even following the municipal code (where the adjacent owner is financially liable), 
the city will at a minimum need staff help in processing and supervising that level of code 
enforcement/permitting.  
 
Staff requests direction from Council on whether the City intends to follow the current municipal code 
or contribute public funds to the cost of restoration to the City’s tree canopy.  If the Council does intend 
to contribute financially, direction is requested on how to fund this additional expense and to what 
extent.   
 
It is also important to note that federal disaster declaration will allow the city to recover 75% of debris 
removal costs with FEMA grant funds but that no grant funds are available from the state or federal 
government for tree canopy restoration costs.  All costs associated with stump removal, tree 
replacement, and concrete repair will be the burden of the local community and/or adjacent property 
owner. 
 
Council Options: 

1. Direct staff to develop a program for tree canopy replacement where the City/public contribute 
financially for street tree stump removal, tree replacement, and concrete repair; or  

2. Direct staff to follow the municipal code and have the adjacent property owner complete all 
required street tree stump removal, tree replacement, and any concrete repair.  

 
Staff Recommendation:  

1. Due to the magnitude of the storm event with over one third of the city’s tree canopy removed, 
staff believes it would be appropriate to have the City Council direct the City Manager and staff 
to develop a program to identify a source for public funding and contribute said public funds to 
the financial cost of citywide street tree canopy restoration including stump removal, tree 
replacement, and concrete repair.  

 
Attachments: 

1. Street Tree Inventory Map – Post 2021 Ice Storm 
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Work Session Agenda Bill 
 

Date: June 3,2021 
 
To: Mayor Jules Walters and West Linn City Council 
 
From: Ken Warner, Parks and Recreation Director KW 
 
Through:  Jerry Gabrielatos, City Manager JG 
  
Subject: Skyline Ridge Park Pickleball Discussion 
 
Purpose 
At Councils request discuss pickleball play on courts located at Skyline Ridge Park. 
 
Question(s) for Council: 
Does Council want to continue the ban of pickleball and permanently remove the pickleball courts at 
Skyline Ridge Park and return the court to tennis?  
 
Background & Discussion:  
In January the Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association (SRNA) was contacted about the upcoming court 
resurfacing project at Skyline Ridge Park. The SRNA president contacted members and returned an email 
(attached) to the Parks and Recreation Department that it was desirable to have one tennis court 
converted to two pickleball courts.  
 
In late April of 2020 the Parks and Recreation Department had the courts resurfaced and converted one 
tennis court into two permanent pickleball courts.  
 
On July 9 a neighbor of the new courts sent an email to Director Warner about excessive noise from the 
pickleball courts.  On July 16 Community Service Officer (CSO) Bateman and Director Warner visited the 
pickleball courts with the Police Department sound meter. CSO Bateman explained from the City Code 
that (5) Exemptions of WLMC section 5.487 Sound Levels and Noise lists (g) “Outdoor School and 
Playground Activities. Reasonable activities conducted on public playgrounds and public or private 
school grounds, which are conducted in accordance with the manner in which such spaces are generally 
used, including, but not limited to, school athletic and school entertainment events.” exempts the noise 
from the pickle ball court and park from the ordinance. The neighbor asked at that time the city remove 
the nets immediately.  Since noise/decibel readings were not excessive, options discussed including 
noise barriers and/or potential rules that other local jurisdictions are utilizing in their parks, and advised 
them that we would be in touch. 
 
At August 3 City Council meeting public comments were received by a neighbor on the noise issue at 
Skyline Ride Park. 
 
On August 20th at the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting a motion was made to “remove the 
pickleball nets until further notice given noise complaints and respect for neighbors. Noise abatement 
will be explored while other sites are explored and considered in the interim.” 
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The Parks and Recreation Department, upon receiving the noise complaint in July, further investigated 
sound levels and noise mitigation products to resolve the concerns. By September 1 the City purchased 
noise abatement product to be placed that would reduce noise levels. On September 11 the City 
received input from the Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association who conducted a survey on desires for 
future courts use (attached) 
 
On September 14, after neighbor public comments, City Council passed a motion to ban Pickleball at 
Skyline Ridge Park, to post signage enforceable by the City stating that Pickleball is not allowed in the 
park until further notice with violators subject to fines. Further direction given to the Parks and 
Recreation Department was to not put up the noise abatement product and to remove the pickleball 
resources. The noise abatement material that was purchased and discussed at the meeting arrived days 
after the Council meeting. 
 
Over the past seven months, the City has received many emails about the Skyline Ridge pickleball courts. 
To further engage the community, Parks & Recreation communicated with all those who emailed the 
city that this topic would be discussed on June 7th by City Council and that written comments or public 
comments in person (virtual) is available. 
 
Council Options: 

1. Return the pickleball courts to tennis and continue ban of pickleball on courts.   
2. Return the pickleball courts to tennis and allow pickleball to be played over tennis nets with or 

without painted lines for pickleball on courts. 
3. Allow a test to determine accurate sound levels at property line with sound meter by 

Community Service Officer, discuss sound abatement product in cities possession and make 
informed decision on pickleball play going forward. 

4. Allow pickleball on the two courts in the park with park rules in place that are in line with other 
parks and reasonable for all involved. 

 
Staff Recommendation:  
Test to determine accurate sound levels at property line with sound meter by Community Service 
Officer. Discuss sound abatement product already in cities possession, possible rules/policies and make 
informed decision on pickleball play going forward at Skyline Ridge Park. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association email 1/31/2020 
2. Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association Survey email 9/11/2020 

 
 
 
 



Email received on 1/31/2020 9:47am from Ryan Kling, Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association 
President. 
 
Hi Ken, 
I polled the neighborhood and it looks like there is a majority that would like the mixed courts like your 
picture shows. Can we get it just like that with 1 tennis and 2 pickle ball courts? When can this work 
start? 
 
Also, what’s the latest on the bathrooms? Last we spoke you were going to get a budget for locating 
them back by the utility shed. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Ryan Kling  
Skyline Ridge NA President 
 
 
 

From: "Warner, Kenneth" <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Date: Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 3:49 PM 

To: Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President <skylineridgena@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Subject: Skyline Ridge Tennis Courts 
 
Ryan, 
  
As you know the City has funding for tennis court refurbishing at Skyline Ridge park. Has there been any 
discussion about tennis courts versus pickleball courts? It is quite common now to do one of a couple of 
things at public facilities: 
  

1. Pickle ball lines can be painted on tennis courts (nets are not exactly the same height but is still 
common)  

2. Dedicated pickleball courts could be added  
  

mailto:kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov
mailto:skylineridgena@westlinnoregon.gov


 
  
The tennis court project is one that we may be able to do soon if we can get appropriate input  to make a 
decision. Most data is showing pickleball as a fast growing sport and tennis as a sport on the decline. 
Keep in mind that this is maybe not true for all areas. 
  
Let me know what has been discussed at the NA level as we will be working to get as much community 
input as possible for decision of this nature. 
  
Thanks 
  
Ken 
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Question 1: What is your 
preference for the tennis 
courts

Question 2: Please provide your feedback and/or concerns for the Parks Department regarding the 
courts

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Pickle ball has been extremely popular in our neighborhood! Please bring the nets back! I am up at the park all 
the time with my children and I haven’t noticed them being overly crowded recently or generating any 
bothersome noise. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The pickle ball courts have brought so much joy to our community during these very trying times.  I don’t think 
this has been handled properly. One household should not have so much power. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The sound mitigation is critical.  ALSO, please do not advertise the courts outside of West Linn.  We live right 
across the street and the traffic is horrible. This is a neighborhood park and ONLY WL neighbors and their 
guests should be using the courts.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Our community, families and kids have enjoyed them so much. I think noise signed and time of day signs 
should be enough. Thank you for considering re-installing the pickleball court nets. We had enjoyed using 
these and were disappointed and frustrated that they were taken away. I do not support the city paying for 
sound mitigating fencing though unless it's absolutely necessary. Those who live near the park knew moving 
in that the courts were there, and as long as there are hours posted to play that are during the day and early 
evening, that's reasonable. I agree with having reasonable hours for the courts.  I don't think it is necessary for 
the city to spend money to reduce sound for those who live close to the courts.  When they bought the house 
they new there was a park near that might create some noise. Pickle ball is a game that I can play compared to 
tennis which is so much harder on me now. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

*Don’t allow private business to use courts for lessons etc.
*Please have players control their voices by not shouting or yelling.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Clearly, neighbors are enjoying pickleball courts in the neighborhood.  We should encourage this!  I would 
much prefer to have equipment/courts that are used and to continue this physical activity!  That is what parks 
are for!  Let's work together to find ways to manage the noise so that neighbors can continue to participate in 
this engaging physical activity!

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Definitely enjoy the pickleball option.  One note while the permanent nets have been down, some users are 
bringing their own nets and have removed some of the permanent net poles.  They are laying in the court area 
and could be a safety hazard.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I'm all for getting the most use out of our parks as possible. But, as a homeowner, I'm also sensitive to noise 
issues, and I'm sure I would not want a pickleball court near my home. That being said, if adequate sound 
mitigation can be provided, then I'm Ok with restoring the pickleball courts. The operative word there being 
'adequate.' Those neighbors who are closest to the courts should determine what is adequate. Perhaps if the 
sound can be reduced to that of a tennis game, thus not exceeding what was there before?

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Just revert back to pickle ball and forget the sound mitigation.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The pickle ball courts seem to be used much more than the tennis courts ever were. Mitigate the sound but 
don't eliminate the courts.

Hi All,
I am attaching the results from the pickeball survey from Skyline Ridge. I removed names and duplicate entries and combined dup comments together in one entry. There were 50 unique responses - 13 
for reverting to tennis and 37 for pickleball (26% to 74%).
Please use this inform discussions and decisions moving forward.
Thanks for your help.

Ryan Kling 
Skyline Ridge NA President

Email received from Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President on 9/11/220
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Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The resurface job was outstanding.  
The city needs more pickleball courts other than Tanner Creek.  
Are the noise complaints due to noise caused as a result of early or late play or are the noise complaints about 
regular play during normal hours of operation?  
To be honest, decibels from pickleball are less than leaf blowers, motorcycles, lawn mowers, etc... and these 
are used regularly during the course of the day.  
As far as noise mitigation, I would be happy to work on alternative solutions to mitigate noise during the normal 
hours play is allowed.
Please keep the pickleball courts.    This is no time to go back on a decision that was made months ago. Why 
waste precious taxpayer revenues and go back to the tennis court. Please retain the pickle ball courts with 
adequate sound barriers. Love the courts at Skyline Ridge!  Please reinstall the nets. More people can play and 
can follow time guidelines for noise reduction. Sound mitigation is the answer assuming neighbors like to view 
a black box from their front porch rather than a green space

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I was quite alarmed when I was told that pickle ball nets had been removed. A park if used is always full of 
noise and laughter; as it should be. I was thrilled to see the pickle ball courts being used as the tennis courts 
were rarely used. My vote is to reinstate the pickle ball courts and let people have fun.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The noise is not that loud. We live across from the court and it does not bother us. Two families have 
complained about the noise. When you buy a house next to a park there will be noise with kids playing, tennis 
or pickle ball, it’s part of being in a neighborhood. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation
Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Please leave the pickle ball courts.  People of all ages have been using them.  It’s just lovely.  Young families 
and old folks playing together.  Gets much more use than tennis.  Pickle ball is popular now and it will wane.  
The neighbors need to adapt for this period.  Just like the neighbors around the pool.  We live with the noise 
just a few months a year.  Those that complained to this point are not thinking about the big picture.  I’m very 
disappointed with them.  Shame on the city for shutting the courts down.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The pickle ball courts were getting lots of use and providing healthy alternatives for young and old members of 
our community to exercise and play outdoors.  It would be a shame if this isn’t able to be continued.

I think a reasonable amount of noise next to a park/playground should be expected for the adjacent neighbors. 
As long as this noise from pickle ball isn’t exceeding acceptable city limits then I don’t see the problem.

Eliminating access to a new sport that was drawing high usage should not be the solution.  If anything I would 
suggest adjusting the use times, not reverting back to a “quieter sport”.  That’s assuming option 1 to add 
sound attenuation isn’t successful.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Please put the pickle ball courts back. I like the hours and the sound barrier. I would like to see something done 
about the parking in the neighborhood on Stonehaven. The courts do bring a lot of cars. If people could park 
closer to the courts and not park on the hill towards Troon - it creates a hazard with so many cars at that 
corner. There are so many little kids playing and the cars parked lower on the hill there creates a hazard at the 
corner of Troon & Stonehaven. You can't see with the cars parked. It is also not big enough with people parked 
on both sides to fit though. So please post signs to have people to park up by the courts. There is plenty of 
room. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigationReinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Sound mitigation seems unnecessary and expensive. The sound does not bother me considering the sport is 
seasonal and hour limitations are being placed. Seems no different than basketball, tennis, and kids playing on 
the equipment. Looking forward to the nets being returned. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I would request that noise requirements prohibit music generating devices on the courts. I would also request a 
code of appropriate behavior be posted on site. My wife and I enjoy playing pickle ball on the new courts and 
would like to have them reinstated. We believe a code of behavior should be posted on site and to include the 
prohibition of any device that produces music.
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Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I fully support the pickle ball courts. They are used and enjoyed by members of the neighborhood and West 
Linn community. It’s quickly become a valued recreational activity for families and friends. This is what a public 
park should be like, where members of the community can use and enjoy the facilities. Given the current 
situation with the COVID-19 pandemic, the pickle ball courts have been a terrific and important outlet to get 
exercise with others while maintaining safe physical distancing. I firmly believe the pickle ball courts should be 
reopened ASAP before the weather changes. And utilize noise mitigation strategies to address the single 
household noise compliant. Thank you for your consideration for reopening this valued resource. I have already 
sent a long email about this. The pickle ball courts are a great way for families and the community to engage 
safely at this difficult time and should not be taken down due to 1 neighbor household complaint. We all pay 
taxes for our parks so should all have a say in this. Times are tough and pickle ball is one free, safe, and 
interactive activity for all ages. I encourage our parks & rec to put the nets back up and also engage in a 
productive conversation that takes into account both sides. Thank you. Pickle ball was a big part of my family’s 
entertainment this year. I am very disappointed that the nets were taken down without any public hearing or 
notice. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

It has been good to see so many more people using the courts since pickle ball was set up. People are having 
a good time and getting exercise. That's what a park is for. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Parks should be fun. If you live by a park, you should know to expect some noise.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Pickleball is a fun family activity and my family uses both the pickleball courts and tennis court here regularly. 
However, there have been adults flocking to Skyline Ridge from all over the area (apparently other towns' courts 
are closed). Some groups have brought boomboxes to play music. This is not cool in any neighborhood park. 

I would suggest prominent signage be posted that says:

• Hours of operation  [7 am to dusk?
• No music
• No bikes/scooters — they leave skid marks
• No pets
• If someone is waiting for a court, limit play to one hour for singles or 90 minutes for doubles
• Pick up your trash and used balls

Sarah Morris
503-675-1705

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Parking and traffic is a concern on Stonehaven Drive.  It is our observation that families are enjoying pickle ball; 
as do we.  It would be disappointing and costly, from a financial standpoint, to have the pickle ball courts 
continue to be inaccessible.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Pickle ball is very popular and as we age it is a great alternative to tennis as it provides good safe exercise often 
in an outdoor setting as well as the opportunity to socialize with others.  My husband and I were so excited to 
see the renovation of the one court near our home and anxiously awaited it's opening.  Due to injuries and 
aging we realize that tennis will not be available to us in the near future and pickle ball will soon be our only 
court sport. We were sad to see that the nets were taken down and although we understand there is more 
noise, it is certainly not above any ordinance.  It seems to me that if you live near a park you would expect 
some noise.  It will be interesting to see if the sport evolves away from the hard plastic wiffle ball.  There are 
some outdoor pickle balls that seem a bit softer on the market now, but I'm not sure if they are quieter. I think 
any dampening of the sound to make it more palatable to the neighbors obviously benefits all of us.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation
Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

To help improve safety and car noise, I would like to suggest restrict the parking on the west side of 
Stonehaven (tennis court /park side)   Parking can be on Troon. Pickle ball is very popular and a fun game for all 
ages.  It's a wonderful amenity to this area.  We were very disappointed to see the nets be removed. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation
Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation
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Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I'm having a VERY difficult time understanding why the pickle ball courts would be closed down do to noise 
issues and not close down the pool fr the very same reason. I can understand some of the issues but we need 
to resolve the noise issues before we make changes like this which seems like a knee jerk reaction at best. 
  The park is here to invite people to use it, spend time outside with family and friends to enjoy what we pay for. 

Revert back to 2 tennis courts The noise from pickleball is very disturbing. There are better locations for pickle ball courts in our city. A 
committee should have looked at this BEFORE the pickle ball courts were installed. Now it had caused a rift in 
our neighborhood. 

Revert back to 2 tennis courts I'm often amazed at the capacity of people to complain. We've lived next to the pool for 25 years and regard 
the daily sounds of kids yelling and screaming a wonderful "sound of the season". (Obviously this year isn't a 
typical pool year.) Is the sound of a paddle really significantly more intrusive than the noise from kids playing on 
the playground or basketball court? Or a neighbor's air conditioner or barking dog? Or skateboards? Or lawn 
mowers? I much prefer paddle sounds to the racket from a leaf blower. Environmental sound is part of the deal 
moving in next to a pool or a neighborhood park with a sports court. Gimme a break...

If our only choices are to get rid of the pickleball courts or to play inside an opaque box with a big ugly fence 
dominating our park I would prefer going back to 2 tennis courts. 

Are there plans to enclose the pool behind a 10 foot soundproof fence?

Revert back to 2 tennis courts

Revert back to 2 tennis courts I originally voted for our court to be repaved for pickleball courts. I had no idea, nor did anyone explain to the 
neighborhood, what the repercussions would be to this decision. What seemed to be an innocent and fun 
decision, has turned out to be anything but. I walk my dog up at the park every single day, walking around the 
courts, so I have seen first hand what has happened since:

1)The noise is ear piercing. Again, I had no idea that the pickleball itself is made of a hard plastic material, not 
soft like a tennis ball. When this hard plastic ball hits a hard wooden paddle it makes a very loud noise, similar 
to a ping pong ball hitting a wooden paddle repeatedly, but on a much louder scale. That noise happens about 
once every two seconds when one court is in use, and once every second when both courts are in use, as is 
typical.

2)Our quiet little park suddenly had cars lining up and down the street on both Stonehaven Dr. and Troon Dr., 
when typically, it is out of the ordinary to have more than two cars on any given day. This new traffic suddenly 
made for a safety concern when trying to navigate through cars parked on either side of the street, and not 
being able to see children walking out from behind a car into the street to cross to the other side.

3)None of the players I’ve ever seen on the Pickleball courts are actual residents of Skyline Ridge 
neighborhood. I have lived in this neighborhood for over 30 years, in three different residences, and have never 
recognized any one of my neighbors playing on the courts, most likely because they are full all day long with 
people that drove over from other neighborhoods and cities and parked on the street. (see bullet point 2)

4)Litter. Our quiet, pristine park, now has litter around the courts. This has never been a problem before.
5)Lack of bathrooms to accommodate these new players. There are usually 12 people playing on the courts at 
a time (8 on the Pickleball courts/4 tennis) and there are no bathrooms to accommodate these people. I recently 
saw a woman have to take her kids to one of the bushes in the park and use it as a bathroom. So now we 
have people urinating and defecating in the bushes. Wonderful!

I think giving the residents of West Linn a court to play Pickleball on is a great idea, just not in the Skyline Ridge 
neighborhood that is not an appropriate location for the noise, traffic, parking, and lack of bathrooms.  I highly 
recommend a Pickleball court be put in at the Marylhurst Heights Park on Valley View Dr. in West Linn instead. 
The courts would be far enough away from the homes and there is off street parking and a bathroom facility 
there.Revert back to 2 tennis courts Sound mitigation sounds like an eyesore, I've heard of other plans like bleacher seating which is not appealing. 
We don't have parking for that many players and spectators. And I've spoken to the neighbors by the courts 
about the unbelievable amount of noise it causes so I don't know that sound mitigation will even work
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Revert back to 2 tennis courts Our primary concern is the constant, irritating, and loud noise this sport creates.  On August 17, 2020, at 
7:15AM, when we opened the windows to cool down our house, we were immediately bombarded by the 
thwok, thwok, thwok noise of pickleball being played at the park.  Our house is not immediately adjacent to the 
park; there is a two story house between our residence and the courts.
We've lived in our current residence for 26 years.  In all those years, we have never had issues due to noise 
from the park.  After the pickleball courts were installed we regularly hear the irritating thwoking sound of the 
paddle hitting the ball.
This is a "not in anybody’s backyard” issue.  These courts do not belong in any neighborhood park.  There are 
solutions.  A citizen commission should be established to determine the appropriate placing of such a facility, 
whether it be a city park or a separate facility that does not impose noise pollution on the neighbors.
Respectfully,

Revert back to 2 tennis courts Two tennis courts better matches the needs and interests of skyline ridge residents.

Revert back to 2 tennis courts We play tennis and often found the pickle ball courts being used by teams from other neighborhoods in LO 
and elsewhere.. the groups were noisy and it was difficult to use the tennis court when they were there. Also, 
we often seen kids riding bikes and skateboarding on the nice new surfaces. People do not observe the rules 
posted and I think skyline ridge neighbbors should have preceded use. On at least two occasions , I saw about 
12 or more cars parked on both sides of stonehaven when the Courts were being used by pickleball teams.

Revert back to 2 tennis courts As homeowners that are adjacent to the park, but not in the Skyline Ridge neighborhood, we feel 
unrepresented by the parks and recreation department.  We also pay taxes that are put toward the park services 
and yet we haven't been ask of our opinion on this matter.
The opinions of the nearest neighbor's should be considered greatly as it greatly affects the noise problem from 
pickleball and the reduced value of a home near a pickleball court.  There are cases in other states that have 
gone to court over this issue.  That being said it would benefit the parks and recreation of West Linn to 
consider the opinions of all homeowners that are adjacent to the park. Long waits for tennis , need both courts

Revert back to 2 tennis courts

Revert back to 2 tennis courts Please do not install a sound barrier the people could hide behind or that would
Obstruct views. 

Revert back to 2 tennis courts I sent a email last week!

Revert back to 2 tennis courts



Hello   my   name   is   Rita   Crawford,    I   have   been   a   resident   of   West   Linn   since   1989.    In   2008,   I   
purchased   a   townhome   in   Hoodview   Estates   which   is   my   permanent   residence.   I   became   a   
board   member   in   2010   to   present   date.     
  

My   topic   tonight   is   on   district   parking.    This   is   a   fact   seeking   event   to   see   if   district   parking   is   a   
possible   solution   for   the   parking   problem   in   Hoodview   Estates   neighborhood.   
  

Three   things   that   contribute   to   the   parking   issue   in   Hoodview   Estates:   
  

1.   When   the   development   was   approved   prior   to   2002   ,   there   was   public   transportation   to   
the   area,    while   TriMet   did   not   have   enough   riders   to   continue   this   service.     

2. Hoodview   Estates   is   at   45%   or   more   in   rentals.    Which   means   there   is   a   lot   of   transit   
living.   

3. People   use   their   garages   as   storage   units.     
4. Hoodview   Estates   is   a   high   density   community.     
5. Adjacent   property   on   the   corner   of   Salamo,   and    Hoodview   has   been   approved   for   high   

density   housing/apartments.     
  

     On   going   parking   problem   in   Hoodview   Estates   include:   
  

1. Abandoned   vehicles,   which   includes   an   extra   vehicle   that   is   not   driven   on   a   regular   
basis,   vehicle   storage   such   as    a   youths’   vehicle   while   away   to   college,   guests   who   
travel   with   someone   in   the   community,   and   non   functioning   auto.   

2. Parking   in   the   sidewalks   
3. Parking   in   aprons.   
4. Parking   in   front   of   a   driveway   
5. Parking   large   vans,   trailers   and   motorhomes   on   the   street.   

  
Several   of   these   parking   violations   cause   hazardous   conditions   for   walking   and   emergency   
service.    West   Linn   police   services   have   been   limited.   The   West   Linn   police   have   aided   in   stored   
vehicles,   while   the   vehicles   have   never   been   towed.    The   process   takes   3   weeks   to   months.   
The   end   result   is   the   residents   become   creative   with   their   parking.   Including   parking   all   of   their   
vehicles   on   the   street,   while   their   driveway   is   open.    The   HOA   does   have   the   ability   to   fine   for   all  
of   these   infractions   while   it   is   a   full   time   job.   The   HOA   CC&R   states   the   HOA   can   tow   an   
abandoned   vehicle   after   a   period   of   notifications,   while   the   West   Linn   police   has   made   it   very   
clear   that   the   HOA   can   not   do   this   because   the   roads   are   public.     The   West   Linn   Police   write  
citations   for   parking   over   the   sidewalk   is   limited   and   usually   occurs   after   the   HOA   pushes   for   it.   
Parking   in   front   of   driveways    or   in   aprons   are   never   ticketed.   
  

Lastly,   I   want   to   mention   the   West   Linn   Police   department   recently   gave   a   parking   ticket   to   
Pacific   Landscapers,   the   HOAs’   contracted   landscaper,   for   parking   in   a   “no   parking   zone”  
across   the   street   from   the    lot   on   the   corner   of   Salamo   and   Parker.     This   is   another   issue   the   
HOA   is   trying   to   resolve.     
  



The   HOA   does   not   expect   the   West   Linn   Police   to   solve   this   problem,   for   there   are   10-30   
violations   a   day.    Most   of   them   occur   before   8:00   am,   after   5   p.m.   and   on   the   weekends.     
  

Questions   the   HOA   has:   
  

1.   Can   there   be   only   one   parking   permit   per   household?   
2. Can    two   different   licence   plate   numbers   be   on   display   of   the   permit?     
3. Would   the    City   maintain   this   or   the   HOA?     
4. What   is   the   cost   to   set   up   a   district   parking   program?   
5. What   would   be   the   cost   of   a   permit   parking?     
6.   Would   a   tow   company   be   contracted?     

  
  
  
  
  



From:                                         �m.hoffman
Sent:                                           Tuesday, June 8, 2021 7:50 AM
To:                                               Wiencken, Tarra; citycouncil@westlinnoregon.com;

 #Board - Parks and Recrea�on
Cc:                                               Gabrielatos, Jerry; Warner, Kenneth; keely ;

jamesboyle ; 'Nancy Schrank';
�m.hoffman

Subject:                                     RE: Pickleball Courts - Skyline Ridge Park
 

I want to thank the Council again for allowing me the �me to speak in favor of reopening
the two pickleball courts in the Skyline Ridge Park.
I find it interes�ng that those opposed to the reopening the courts did not offer any
possible alterna�ves, whereas those who were in favor offered several op�ons.
 
I do trust that the Council will make a decision that is good for the majority of the
community and not just a few who try to mislead the council, whether it is oversta�ng
facts, use decep�ve prac�ce in trying to confuse the council that they are not one
household but two or try to use their emo�ons to persuade the council.   I realize that
everyone is proud of their name, but they should not try misleading tac�cs to persuade
the council. 
 
I would also request that Jane Forbes remove herself from any discussion and vo�ng
privileges regarding this ma�er as it would be a conflict of interest.
 
There are solu�ons that can be implemented so that the en�re community can enjoy the
Skyline Ridge Park.
Regards,
 
The Hoffman Family
1607 Arran Court
West Linn,Or 97068
 
 
 
From: �m.hoffman1607@gmail.com < > 
Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021 11:57 PM
To: twiencken@westlinnoregon.gov; citycouncil@westlinnoregon.com;

; parksrecrea�onboard@westlinnoregon.gov
Cc: JGabrielatos@westlinnoregon.gov; Kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov;
�m.hoffman
Subject: Pickleball Courts - Skyline Ridge Park
 
We reside at 1607 Arran Court are in favor of re-insta�ng the two pickleball courts and
one tennis court at the Skyline Ridge Park.  We have lived in this development since the
incep�on in 1984.  We love what the park offers, all ameni�es which includes; tennis,
pickleball, playground, basketball courts, playground and grass fields for baseball, soccer,
football, and other games.  It is this quality of life that we have enjoyed since we
purchased our first home in Skyline Ridge.  We have moved twice within the development
and in fact just five homes away from the park.
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We understand that a few families ( going by two different surnames) complained ini�ally
about the noise that pickleball created.  While I do not know what their ini�al complaint
was about the noise, but I heard that it was disrup�on to their quality of life and
business.  Please note parks are and should be noisy;  Kids and grownups ( some of them
ac�ng as kids) should be enjoying the park. There have been many statements about the
noise levels and the facts can be tainted.  Normal conversa�on has been noted between
60-70 decibels (dB) and ambient noise is around 40-48 (dB). Pickleball adds another 18-20
db.  Research shows power equipment at higher levels.  It is my understanding the city
has purchased sound abatement mi�ga�on equipment which s�ll has not been installed. 
Research has shown that acous�cal fencing reduces the sound by 11 dB, more than a 50%
reduc�on. I would recommend that the city installs the screen and then test the noise
levels.  Other possibili�es to reduce the noise level would be to plant bushes along the
sides of the courts, request players to use quieter balls and racquets ( yes, there are
several types of balls and paddles that are qui�er).
I would like for both councils(City & Parks & Rec) to do their research because you can
find studies which will show a variety of studies.  I encourage the City Council to conduct
their own study to see what the decibel levels are at the courts.   
I would like to note that businesses are not to be run out of their home in this community
and this objec�on to remove the pickleball courts should not be considered.
 
We are along with other families in the community are very disappointed and upset that
the Parks & Recrea�on Advisory Board recommended to the City Council to remove the
pickleball nets due to a complaint of one family.  I believe that there are probably a few
other families that objects to pickleball, however the majority of the neighborhood did
support the re-opening of the pickleball courts.    A wri�en survey was taken by the
community (see a�achment) and 74% of the homeowners were in support of the two
pickleball and one tennis court, however the City Council elected not to listen to the vast
majority of the homeowner.  I know that some people are ques�oning the valida�ng of
the survey but there were 50 homes in the community that submi�ed responses. 
I do agree that there are other homes outside the community that that were overlooked
but then again, were do you limit your survey, do you survey all the homes in West Linn?  
 
What does disappoint me is the lack of transparency about those individuals who
objected to the pickleball courts – one family residing at an address using two different
surnames to try to perceive the council that there are more families opposing the
pickleball courts in the neighborhood.  I am aware to two families that live near the park
that did such.
 
I would like to request that Jane Forbes remove herself from vo�ng procedures since she
has a conflict of interest ( on the Parks & Advisory Board). She and her spouse are
opposed to the pickleball courts and live next to the park.
 
A lot of the complaints were centered around the noise, not exclusively to the sound of
the game of pickleball but to the number of people and increased traffic that the park
created.  Please note that this is a park and there will be cars and people playing in the
park. Please note that the Skyline Ridge Park was one of the first parks to open a�er the
pandemic , the weather was warm and sunny, and people wanted to be outside. 
The Skyline Ridge Parks was one of the few that opened that had pickleball, therefore
there were more outside residen�al play. Once other pickleball courts opened,  there
were fewer people in the park.
 



There were other complaints; parking, early or late use of the park and not restrooms.  All
these issues can be or have been resolved.   
Ø  There were a lot of cars in the park.  One of the reasons was because this park was

one of the first to open.  To minimize the amount of the cars and the noise of the
addi�onal cars, the city can put “No Parking” signs up on the south side of
Stonehaven, if there is s�ll a belief that parking is a problem.  There is ample
parking on Troon which could accommodate addi�onal parking.

Ø  Ini�ally there was not a posted sign of the park’s hours.  Signs have now been
placed on the fence advising the hour of court usage ( 8:00am to Dusk).  

Ø  The restroom issue will remain an open topic for discussion. Some people do not
want a permanent structure and any parks in the area do not have restroom
facili�es. Please note that for the last 20 years there is a “Honey Bucket”  in the
park for people to use. I do not believe this objec�on should be the reason to shut
down the pickleball courts. 

 
Pickleball is the fas�ng growing sport around the US,  especially for the older group (55+).
There are very few ac�vi�es that this age group can s�ll par�cipate in.  The City of West
Linn needs to recognize this and plan for the future.
 
I urge the City Council and Parks and Rec Board to be open minded, do some research on
this issue.  There are alterna�ves and workable solu�ons that can be implemented to
support the majority of the homeowners. I encourage that the council takes a serious look
at re-opening the Skyline Ridge two pickleball courts.
 
I would be happy to par�cipate in any study or commi�ee that serves the best interest of
the en�re community.
 
 
Tim
Tim Hoffman
Mobile: 
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From:                                         �m.hoffman
Sent:                                           Monday, June 7, 2021 8:57 PM
To:                                               Wiencken, Tarra; citycouncil@westlinnoregon.com;

; #Board - Parks and Recrea�on
Cc:                                               Gabrielatos, Jerry; Warner, Kenneth; �m.hoffman
Subject:                                     Pickleball Courts - Skyline Ridge Park
A�achments:                          RE: Mee�ng.; FW: Skyline Ridge Pickle Ball; Pickleball Court Reduced

Noise - Acous�blok Website

 
CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.
 
We reside at 1607 Arran Court are in favor of re-insta�ng the two pickleball courts and
one tennis court at the Skyline Ridge Park.  We have lived in this development since the
incep�on in 1984.  We love what the park offers, all ameni�es which includes; tennis,
pickleball, playground, basketball courts, playground and grass fields for baseball, soccer,
football, and other games.  It is this quality of life that we have enjoyed since we
purchased our first home in Skyline Ridge.  We have moved twice within the development
and in fact just five homes away from the park.
 
We understand that a few families ( going by two different surnames) complained ini�ally
about the noise that pickleball created.  While I do not know what their ini�al complaint
was about the noise, but I heard that it was disrup�on to their quality of life and
business.  Please note parks are and should be noisy;  Kids and grownups ( some of them
ac�ng as kids) should be enjoying the park. There have been many statements about the
noise levels and the facts can be tainted.  Normal conversa�on has been noted between
60-70 decibels (dB) and ambient noise is around 40-48 (dB). Pickleball adds another 18-20
db.  Research shows power equipment at higher levels.  It is my understanding the city
has purchased sound abatement mi�ga�on equipment which s�ll has not been installed. 
Research has shown that acous�cal fencing reduces the sound by 11 dB, more than a 50%
reduc�on. I would recommend that the city installs the screen and then test the noise
levels.  Other possibili�es to reduce the noise level would be to plant bushes along the
sides of the courts, request players to use quieter balls and racquets ( yes, there are
several types of balls and paddles that are qui�er).
I would like for both councils(City & Parks & Rec) to do their research because you can
find studies which will show a variety of studies.  I encourage the City Council to conduct
their own study to see what the decibel levels are at the courts.   
I would like to note that businesses are not to be run out of their home in this community
and this objec�on to remove the pickleball courts should not be considered.
 
We are along with other families in the community are very disappointed and upset that
the Parks & Recrea�on Advisory Board recommended to the City Council to remove the
pickleball nets due to a complaint of one family.  I believe that there are probably a few
other families that objects to pickleball, however the majority of the neighborhood did
support the re-opening of the pickleball courts.    A wri�en survey was taken by the
community (see a�achment) and 74% of the homeowners were in support of the two
pickleball and one tennis court, however the City Council elected not to listen to the vast
majority of the homeowner.  I know that some people are ques�oning the valida�ng of
the survey but there were 50 homes in the community that submi�ed responses. 
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I do agree that there are other homes outside the community that that were overlooked
but then again, were do you limit your survey, do you survey all the homes in West Linn?  
 
What does disappoint me is the lack of transparency about those individuals who
objected to the pickleball courts – one family residing at an address using two different
surnames to try to perceive the council that there are more families opposing the
pickleball courts in the neighborhood.  I am aware to two families that live near the park
that did such.
 
I would like to request that Jane Forbes remove herself from vo�ng procedures since she
has a conflict of interest ( on the Parks & Advisory Board). She and her spouse are
opposed to the pickleball courts and live next to the park.
 
A lot of the complaints were centered around the noise, not exclusively to the sound of
the game of pickleball but to the number of people and increased traffic that the park
created.  Please note that this is a park and there will be cars and people playing in the
park. Please note that the Skyline Ridge Park was one of the first parks to open a�er the
pandemic , the weather was warm and sunny, and people wanted to be outside. 
The Skyline Ridge Parks was one of the few that opened that had pickleball, therefore
there were more outside residen�al play. Once other pickleball courts opened,  there
were fewer people in the park.
 
There were other complaints; parking, early or late use of the park and not restrooms.  All
these issues can be or have been resolved.   
Ø  There were a lot of cars in the park.  One of the reasons was because this park was

one of the first to open.  To minimize the amount of the cars and the noise of the
addi�onal cars, the city can put “No Parking” signs up on the south side of
Stonehaven, if there is s�ll a belief that parking is a problem.  There is ample
parking on Troon which could accommodate addi�onal parking.

Ø  Ini�ally there was not a posted sign of the park’s hours.  Signs have now been
placed on the fence advising the hour of court usage ( 8:00am to Dusk).  

Ø  The restroom issue will remain an open topic for discussion. Some people do not
want a permanent structure and any parks in the area do not have restroom
facili�es. Please note that for the last 20 years there is a “Honey Bucket”  in the
park for people to use. I do not believe this objec�on should be the reason to shut
down the pickleball courts. 

 
Pickleball is the fas�ng growing sport around the US,  especially for the older group (55+).
There are very few ac�vi�es that this age group can s�ll par�cipate in.  The City of West
Linn needs to recognize this and plan for the future.
 
I urge the City Council and Parks and Rec Board to be open minded, do some research on
this issue.  There are alterna�ves and workable solu�ons that can be implemented to
support the majority of the homeowners. I encourage that the council takes a serious look
at re-opening the Skyline Ridge two pickleball courts.
 
I would be happy to par�cipate in any study or commi�ee that serves the best interest of
the en�re community.
 
 
Tim



Tim Hoffman
Mobile: 
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http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient
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Mollusky, Kathy

From: Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 1:58 PM

To: Tim Hoffman

Subject: RE: Meeting.

Not one of them mentioned it so I am not sure 
 

From: Tim Hoffman [mailto: ]  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 7:32 PM 
To: Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Subject: Re: Meeting. 

 
Did the council review the survey that showed that supported Pickleball, ie 74%? 

Tim 
The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted.  

Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location. 

Tim Hoffman 
Email:  
Mobile:  
 

On Sep 14, 2020, at 6:35 PM, Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> wrote: 

  
 

https://westlinn.webex.com/westlinn/onstage/g.php?MTID=ef3fc76820ae1bd418250b5e85ffeeb10 

  
  

From: Tim Hoffman [mailto: ]  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 6:35 PM 
To: Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Subject: Re: Meeting. 
  
What is the meeting #.  
I am on via my phone but can’t get on with my iPad  

Tim 
The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted.  

Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location. 

Tim Hoffman 
Email:  
Mobile:  
 
 

On Sep 14, 2020, at 6:23 PM, Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> 
wrote: 
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Use this link 
https://westlinn.webex.com/westlinn/onstage/g.php?MTID=ef3fc76820ae1bd418250b5e85ffe
eb10 
  
  

From: Tim [mailto   
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 6:19 PM 
To: Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Subject: Re: Meeting. 
  
I am not able to get the live stream. It is not available 

Tim 

Tim Hoffman 
Email:  
Mobile:  
 
 
 

On Sep 14, 2020, at 6:13 PM, Warner, Kenneth 
<kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> wrote: 

  
You should now be able to enter 
  
  

From: Tim [mailto: ]  
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 6:09 PM 
To: Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Subject: Meeting.  
  

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, 
open attachments, or follow instructions from this sender unless you recognize 
the sender and know the content is safe. If you are unsure, please contact the 
Help Desk immediately for further assistance. 

  
I am not able to get on the link.    
It is only showing the city council meeting 

Tim 
Tim Hoffman 
Email:  
Mobile:  
 
Ken Warner 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Parks and Recreation 
Pronouns: he, him, his 
 
22500 Salamo Rd. 
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Mollusky, Kathy

From: Tim Hoffman >

Sent: Sunday, August 30, 2020 7:52 PM

To: Tim Hoffman

Subject: Pickleball Court Reduced Noise - Acoustiblok Website

 
https://www.acoustiblok.com/2013/04/08/pickleball-court-reduced-noise/ 
 

Tim 
The linked 
image cannot 
be d isplayed.  
The file may  
have been 
mov ed, 
renamed, or  
deleted.  

Verify that  
the link 
points to the  
correct file  
and location. 

Tim Hoffman 
Email:  
Mobile:  
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Mollusky, Kathy

From: Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President 

<skylineridgena@westlinnoregon.gov>

Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 11:16 AM

To: Tim

Subject: FW: Skyline Ridge Pickle Ball

Attachments: Skyline Pickleball Survey.pdf

 
 

From: Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President <skylineridgena@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2020 at 12:12 PM 
To: "Warner, Kenneth" <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov>, Stacy Epsteen < > 
Cc: #Board - Parks and Recreation <parksrecreationboard@westlinnoregon.gov>, "jamesboyle " 
< > 
Subject: Re: Skyline Ridge Pickle Ball 
 
Hi All, 
I am attaching the results from the pickeball survey from Skyline Ridge. I removed names and duplicate entries and 
combined dup comments together in one entry. There were 50 unique responses - 13 for reverting to tennis and 37 for 
pickleball (26% to 74%). 
  
Please use this inform discussions and decisions moving forward. 
  
Thanks for your help. 
  
Ryan Kling  
Skyline Ridge NA President 
  
  
  

From: "Warner, Kenneth" <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Date: Monday, August 31, 2020 at 3:12 PM 
To: Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President <skylineridgena@westlinnoregon.gov>, Stacy Epsteen 
< > 
Cc: #Board - Parks and Recreation <parksrecreationboard@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Subject: RE: Skyline Ridge Pickle Ball 
  
Ryan, 
  
Yes, community comments are possible at all virtual meetings along with written comments that can be sent to the City 
Council or Parks Board.  
  
Information on meetings for each group and how to request to speak can be found here 
https://westlinnoregon.gov/meetings 
  
Ken 
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From: Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President  
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 9:34 AM 
To: Stacy Epsteen < > 
Cc: #Board - Parks and Recreation <parksrecreationboard@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Subject: Re: Skyline Ridge Pickle Ball 
  
Hi Stacy, 
Thanks for your email. What can I tell the neighborhood about the 9/10 meeting? Is that open for neighbors to attend 
and express their views? And what are the expected outcomes of the City Council meeting on 9/8? 
  
Thanks, 
  
Ryan Kling  
Skyline Ridge NA President 
  
  
  

From: Stacy Epsteen < > 
Date: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 at 10:09 AM 
To: Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President <skylineridgena@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Cc: #Board - Parks and Recreation <parksrecreationboard@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Subject: Skyline Ridge Pickle Ball 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open attachments, or follow instructions from this sender 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for 
further assistance. 

  
To: Ryan Kling 
  
Hello, 
  
My name is Stacy Epsteen and I am the Chair of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB). 
  
I am aware that the recent decision of the board to take down the pickle ball nets at Skyline Ridge Park has provoked 
a lot community response. 
  
The board heard and reacted to passionate testimony from two people, and we are now hearing that many others 
have very different viewpoints, and there may be facts that we were not aware of. I am trying to find a path forward 
that will honor and respect your neighbors viewpoints on the functions of the park. 
  
I was happy to hear that you want to be part of the solution and feel that the Neighborhood Association is in a perfect 
position to help mediate this issue. I am very supportive of the idea to survey your neighbors to help determine what 
they would like to see happen with the pickle ball courts. 
  
Additionally, we will be putting this issue back on the PRAB agenda at our next meeting on September 10, 2020. 
Hopefully, residents of the neighborhood will share their viewpoints. Having this on our agenda, does not however 
preclude the issue from being requested to be on the upcoming City Council on September 8, 2020. 
  
I am appreciative of your efforts to help address this, and will support that effort in any way that I can. 
  
Thank you, 
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Stacy Epsteen 
Chair PRAB 
  
  
 
Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President 
President 
Neighborhood Associations Presidents 
 
 
22500 Salamo Rd. 
West Linn, OR 97068 
skylineridgena@westlinnoregon.gov 
westlinnoregon.gov 
503-657-0331 

 
Click to Connect!   

 
 

Please consider the impact on the environment before printing a paper copy of this email. 
This e-mail is subject to the State Retention Schedule and may be made available to the public 



1

Question 1: What is your 
preference for the tennis 
courts

Question 2: Please provide your feedback and/or concerns for the Parks Department regarding the 
courts

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Pickle ball has been extremely popular in our neighborhood! Please bring the nets back! I am up at the park all 
the time with my children and I haven’t noticed them being overly crowded recently or generating any 
bothersome noise. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The pickle ball courts have brought so much joy to our community during these very trying times.  I don’t think 
this has been handled properly. One household should not have so much power. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The sound mitigation is critical.  ALSO, please do not advertise the courts outside of West Linn.  We live right 
across the street and the traffic is horrible. This is a neighborhood park and ONLY WL neighbors and their 
guests should be using the courts.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Our community, families and kids have enjoyed them so much. I think noise signed and time of day signs 
should be enough. Thank you for considering re-installing the pickleball court nets. We had enjoyed using 
these and were disappointed and frustrated that they were taken away. I do not support the city paying for 
sound mitigating fencing though unless it's absolutely necessary. Those who live near the park knew moving 
in that the courts were there, and as long as there are hours posted to play that are during the day and early 
evening, that's reasonable. I agree with having reasonable hours for the courts.  I don't think it is necessary for 
the city to spend money to reduce sound for those who live close to the courts.  When they bought the house 
they new there was a park near that might create some noise. Pickle ball is a game that I can play compared to 
tennis which is so much harder on me now. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

*Don’t allow private business to use courts for lessons etc.
*Please have players control their voices by not shouting or yelling.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Clearly, neighbors are enjoying pickleball courts in the neighborhood.  We should encourage this!  I would 
much prefer to have equipment/courts that are used and to continue this physical activity!  That is what parks 
are for!  Let's work together to find ways to manage the noise so that neighbors can continue to participate in 
this engaging physical activity!

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Definitely enjoy the pickleball option.  One note while the permanent nets have been down, some users are 
bringing their own nets and have removed some of the permanent net poles.  They are laying in the court area 
and could be a safety hazard.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I'm all for getting the most use out of our parks as possible. But, as a homeowner, I'm also sensitive to noise 
issues, and I'm sure I would not want a pickleball court near my home. That being said, if adequate sound 
mitigation can be provided, then I'm Ok with restoring the pickleball courts. The operative word there being 
'adequate.' Those neighbors who are closest to the courts should determine what is adequate. Perhaps if the 
sound can be reduced to that of a tennis game, thus not exceeding what was there before?

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Just revert back to pickle ball and forget the sound mitigation.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The pickle ball courts seem to be used much more than the tennis courts ever were. Mitigate the sound but 
don't eliminate the courts.
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Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The resurface job was outstanding.  
The city needs more pickleball courts other than Tanner Creek.  
Are the noise complaints due to noise caused as a result of early or late play or are the noise complaints about 
regular play during normal hours of operation?  
To be honest, decibels from pickleball are less than leaf blowers, motorcycles, lawn mowers, etc... and these 
are used regularly during the course of the day.  
As far as noise mitigation, I would be happy to work on alternative solutions to mitigate noise during the normal 
hours play is allowed.
Please keep the pickleball courts.    This is no time to go back on a decision that was made months ago. Why 
waste precious taxpayer revenues and go back to the tennis court. Please retain the pickle ball courts with 
adequate sound barriers. Love the courts at Skyline Ridge!  Please reinstall the nets. More people can play and 
can follow time guidelines for noise reduction. Sound mitigation is the answer assuming neighbors like to view 
a black box from their front porch rather than a green space

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I was quite alarmed when I was told that pickle ball nets had been removed. A park if used is always full of 
noise and laughter; as it should be. I was thrilled to see the pickle ball courts being used as the tennis courts 
were rarely used. My vote is to reinstate the pickle ball courts and let people have fun.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The noise is not that loud. We live across from the court and it does not bother us. Two families have 
complained about the noise. When you buy a house next to a park there will be noise with kids playing, tennis 
or pickle ball, it’s part of being in a neighborhood. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation
Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Please leave the pickle ball courts.  People of all ages have been using them.  It’s just lovely.  Young families 
and old folks playing together.  Gets much more use than tennis.  Pickle ball is popular now and it will wane.  
The neighbors need to adapt for this period.  Just like the neighbors around the pool.  We live with the noise 
just a few months a year.  Those that complained to this point are not thinking about the big picture.  I’m very 
disappointed with them.  Shame on the city for shutting the courts down.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

The pickle ball courts were getting lots of use and providing healthy alternatives for young and old members of 
our community to exercise and play outdoors.  It would be a shame if this isn’t able to be continued.

I think a reasonable amount of noise next to a park/playground should be expected for the adjacent neighbors. 
As long as this noise from pickle ball isn’t exceeding acceptable city limits then I don’t see the problem.

Eliminating access to a new sport that was drawing high usage should not be the solution.  If anything I would 
suggest adjusting the use times, not reverting back to a “quieter sport”.  That’s assuming option 1 to add 
sound attenuation isn’t successful.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Please put the pickle ball courts back. I like the hours and the sound barrier. I would like to see something done 
about the parking in the neighborhood on Stonehaven. The courts do bring a lot of cars. If people could park 
closer to the courts and not park on the hill towards Troon - it creates a hazard with so many cars at that 
corner. There are so many little kids playing and the cars parked lower on the hill there creates a hazard at the 
corner of Troon & Stonehaven. You can't see with the cars parked. It is also not big enough with people parked 
on both sides to fit though. So please post signs to have people to park up by the courts. There is plenty of 
room. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigationReinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Sound mitigation seems unnecessary and expensive. The sound does not bother me considering the sport is 
seasonal and hour limitations are being placed. Seems no different than basketball, tennis, and kids playing on 
the equipment. Looking forward to the nets being returned. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I would request that noise requirements prohibit music generating devices on the courts. I would also request a 
code of appropriate behavior be posted on site. My wife and I enjoy playing pickle ball on the new courts and 
would like to have them reinstated. We believe a code of behavior should be posted on site and to include the 
prohibition of any device that produces music.
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Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I fully support the pickle ball courts. They are used and enjoyed by members of the neighborhood and West 
Linn community. It’s quickly become a valued recreational activity for families and friends. This is what a public 
park should be like, where members of the community can use and enjoy the facilities. Given the current 
situation with the COVID-19 pandemic, the pickle ball courts have been a terrific and important outlet to get 
exercise with others while maintaining safe physical distancing. I firmly believe the pickle ball courts should be 
reopened ASAP before the weather changes. And utilize noise mitigation strategies to address the single 
household noise compliant. Thank you for your consideration for reopening this valued resource. I have already 
sent a long email about this. The pickle ball courts are a great way for families and the community to engage 
safely at this difficult time and should not be taken down due to 1 neighbor household complaint. We all pay 
taxes for our parks so should all have a say in this. Times are tough and pickle ball is one free, safe, and 
interactive activity for all ages. I encourage our parks & rec to put the nets back up and also engage in a 
productive conversation that takes into account both sides. Thank you. Pickle ball was a big part of my family’s 
entertainment this year. I am very disappointed that the nets were taken down without any public hearing or 
notice. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

It has been good to see so many more people using the courts since pickle ball was set up. People are having 
a good time and getting exercise. That's what a park is for. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Parks should be fun. If you live by a park, you should know to expect some noise.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Pickleball is a fun family activity and my family uses both the pickleball courts and tennis court here regularly. 
However, there have been adults flocking to Skyline Ridge from all over the area (apparently other towns' courts 
are closed). Some groups have brought boomboxes to play music. This is not cool in any neighborhood park. 

I would suggest prominent signage be posted that says:

• Hours of operation  [7 am to dusk?
• No music
• No bikes/scooters — they leave skid marks
• No pets
• If someone is waiting for a court, limit play to one hour for singles or 90 minutes for doubles
• Pick up your trash and used balls

Sarah Morris
503-675-1705

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Parking and traffic is a concern on Stonehaven Drive.  It is our observation that families are enjoying pickle ball; 
as do we.  It would be disappointing and costly, from a financial standpoint, to have the pickle ball courts 
continue to be inaccessible.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

Pickle ball is very popular and as we age it is a great alternative to tennis as it provides good safe exercise often 
in an outdoor setting as well as the opportunity to socialize with others.  My husband and I were so excited to 
see the renovation of the one court near our home and anxiously awaited it's opening.  Due to injuries and 
aging we realize that tennis will not be available to us in the near future and pickle ball will soon be our only 
court sport. We were sad to see that the nets were taken down and although we understand there is more 
noise, it is certainly not above any ordinance.  It seems to me that if you live near a park you would expect 
some noise.  It will be interesting to see if the sport evolves away from the hard plastic wiffle ball.  There are 
some outdoor pickle balls that seem a bit softer on the market now, but I'm not sure if they are quieter. I think 
any dampening of the sound to make it more palatable to the neighbors obviously benefits all of us.

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation
Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

To help improve safety and car noise, I would like to suggest restrict the parking on the west side of 
Stonehaven (tennis court /park side)   Parking can be on Troon. Pickle ball is very popular and a fun game for all 
ages.  It's a wonderful amenity to this area.  We were very disappointed to see the nets be removed. 

Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation
Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation
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Reinstate the existing pickle 
ball courts with sound 
mitigation

I'm having a VERY difficult time understanding why the pickle ball courts would be closed down do to noise 
issues and not close down the pool fr the very same reason. I can understand some of the issues but we need 
to resolve the noise issues before we make changes like this which seems like a knee jerk reaction at best. 
  The park is here to invite people to use it, spend time outside with family and friends to enjoy what we pay for. 

Revert back to 2 tennis courts The noise from pickleball is very disturbing. There are better locations for pickle ball courts in our city. A 
committee should have looked at this BEFORE the pickle ball courts were installed. Now it had caused a rift in 
our neighborhood. 

Revert back to 2 tennis courts I'm often amazed at the capacity of people to complain. We've lived next to the pool for 25 years and regard 
the daily sounds of kids yelling and screaming a wonderful "sound of the season". (Obviously this year isn't a 
typical pool year.) Is the sound of a paddle really significantly more intrusive than the noise from kids playing on 
the playground or basketball court? Or a neighbor's air conditioner or barking dog? Or skateboards? Or lawn 
mowers? I much prefer paddle sounds to the racket from a leaf blower. Environmental sound is part of the deal 
moving in next to a pool or a neighborhood park with a sports court. Gimme a break...

If our only choices are to get rid of the pickleball courts or to play inside an opaque box with a big ugly fence 
dominating our park I would prefer going back to 2 tennis courts. 

Are there plans to enclose the pool behind a 10 foot soundproof fence?

Revert back to 2 tennis courts

Revert back to 2 tennis courts I originally voted for our court to be repaved for pickleball courts. I had no idea, nor did anyone explain to the 
neighborhood, what the repercussions would be to this decision. What seemed to be an innocent and fun 
decision, has turned out to be anything but. I walk my dog up at the park every single day, walking around the 
courts, so I have seen first hand what has happened since:

1)The noise is ear piercing. Again, I had no idea that the pickleball itself is made of a hard plastic material, not 
soft like a tennis ball. When this hard plastic ball hits a hard wooden paddle it makes a very loud noise, similar 
to a ping pong ball hitting a wooden paddle repeatedly, but on a much louder scale. That noise happens about 
once every two seconds when one court is in use, and once every second when both courts are in use, as is 
typical.

2)Our quiet little park suddenly had cars lining up and down the street on both Stonehaven Dr. and Troon Dr., 
when typically, it is out of the ordinary to have more than two cars on any given day. This new traffic suddenly 
made for a safety concern when trying to navigate through cars parked on either side of the street, and not 
being able to see children walking out from behind a car into the street to cross to the other side.

3)None of the players I’ve ever seen on the Pickleball courts are actual residents of Skyline Ridge 
neighborhood. I have lived in this neighborhood for over 30 years, in three different residences, and have never 
recognized any one of my neighbors playing on the courts, most likely because they are full all day long with 
people that drove over from other neighborhoods and cities and parked on the street. (see bullet point 2)

4)Litter. Our quiet, pristine park, now has litter around the courts. This has never been a problem before.
5)Lack of bathrooms to accommodate these new players. There are usually 12 people playing on the courts at 
a time (8 on the Pickleball courts/4 tennis) and there are no bathrooms to accommodate these people. I recently 
saw a woman have to take her kids to one of the bushes in the park and use it as a bathroom. So now we 
have people urinating and defecating in the bushes. Wonderful!

I think giving the residents of West Linn a court to play Pickleball on is a great idea, just not in the Skyline Ridge 
neighborhood that is not an appropriate location for the noise, traffic, parking, and lack of bathrooms.  I highly 
recommend a Pickleball court be put in at the Marylhurst Heights Park on Valley View Dr. in West Linn instead. 
The courts would be far enough away from the homes and there is off street parking and a bathroom facility 
there.Revert back to 2 tennis courts Sound mitigation sounds like an eyesore, I've heard of other plans like bleacher seating which is not appealing. 
We don't have parking for that many players and spectators. And I've spoken to the neighbors by the courts 
about the unbelievable amount of noise it causes so I don't know that sound mitigation will even work
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Revert back to 2 tennis courts Our primary concern is the constant, irritating, and loud noise this sport creates.  On August 17, 2020, at 
7:15AM, when we opened the windows to cool down our house, we were immediately bombarded by the 
thwok, thwok, thwok noise of pickleball being played at the park.  Our house is not immediately adjacent to the 
park; there is a two story house between our residence and the courts.
We've lived in our current residence for 26 years.  In all those years, we have never had issues due to noise 
from the park.  After the pickleball courts were installed we regularly hear the irritating thwoking sound of the 
paddle hitting the ball.
This is a "not in anybody’s backyard” issue.  These courts do not belong in any neighborhood park.  There are 
solutions.  A citizen commission should be established to determine the appropriate placing of such a facility, 
whether it be a city park or a separate facility that does not impose noise pollution on the neighbors.
Respectfully,

Revert back to 2 tennis courts Two tennis courts better matches the needs and interests of skyline ridge residents.

Revert back to 2 tennis courts We play tennis and often found the pickle ball courts being used by teams from other neighborhoods in LO 
and elsewhere.. the groups were noisy and it was difficult to use the tennis court when they were there. Also, 
we often seen kids riding bikes and skateboarding on the nice new surfaces. People do not observe the rules 
posted and I think skyline ridge neighbbors should have preceded use. On at least two occasions , I saw about 
12 or more cars parked on both sides of stonehaven when the Courts were being used by pickleball teams.

Revert back to 2 tennis courts As homeowners that are adjacent to the park, but not in the Skyline Ridge neighborhood, we feel 
unrepresented by the parks and recreation department.  We also pay taxes that are put toward the park services 
and yet we haven't been ask of our opinion on this matter.
The opinions of the nearest neighbor's should be considered greatly as it greatly affects the noise problem from 
pickleball and the reduced value of a home near a pickleball court.  There are cases in other states that have 
gone to court over this issue.  That being said it would benefit the parks and recreation of West Linn to 
consider the opinions of all homeowners that are adjacent to the park. Long waits for tennis , need both courts

Revert back to 2 tennis courts

Revert back to 2 tennis courts Please do not install a sound barrier the people could hide behind or that would
Obstruct views. 

Revert back to 2 tennis courts I sent a email last week!

Revert back to 2 tennis courts



From:                              Jeffrey Bernasconi

Sent:                               Monday, June 7, 2021 7:35 PM

To:                                   City Council; Tim Ramis; Gabrielatos, Jerry; City Records

Subject:                          Public statement of Jeff Bernasconi at 7 June 2021

A�achments:                 07 June 2021 working paper (final).docx

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

Mayor and City Council,

thank you for allowing me to speak tonight.  Attached are a copy of my public comments.

 

Sincerely,

Jeff Bernasconi

mailto:jeffreybernasconi@gmail.com
mailto:/o=City%20of%20West%20Linn/ou=Exchange%20Administrative%20Group%20(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=598a35331a9c497185db11f4cef54749-SG-Off
mailto:tim.ramis@jordanramis.com
mailto:jgabrielatos@westlinnoregon.gov
mailto:CWL_Records@westlinnoregon.gov


From:                              Lisa Steenson

Sent:                               Monday, June 7, 2021 6:13 PM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          Pickle Ball Courts Skyline

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

Hi, 

 

My name is Lisa Steenson, I live at 1315 Stonehaven Drive with my husband and two
young boys. The skyline ridge park has been an anchor to this community. It connects
neighbors young, old and alike. This is a place where lifelong relationships and friendships
are made. We are connected as neighbors and we look out for one another especially in this
last year with the fires, storms and pandemic. Sport and socializing at the skyline ridge
park is something that makes this community strong. Pickle Ball is a great sport to connect
all ages and neighbors. It is accessible and affordable. We were very disappointed that they
were taken away after very little due process by the city council. My family and I would
like the pickle ball courts reinstated. We understand that resources by the city have already
been invested to provide a sound barrier to the neighbors impacted. We would like to see
this resourced used and utilized. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Lisa Steenson 

mailto:lisaksteenson@gmail.com
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From:                              Tom

Sent:                               Monday, June 7, 2021 2:56 PM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          Fwd: Skyline ridge park/tennis court

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tom < >
Date: June 7, 2021 at 2:48:06 PM PDT
To: publicmeetings@westlinnoregon.gov
Subject: Skyline ridge park/tennis court

Sent from my iPad.  MY wife and I have lived near the park for over 32 years
and planned on speaking tonight BUT because of all the friction and pitting
neighbors against each other we do not feel safe for people to know where we
live.  Bringing up again, what  we thought had been resolved with the pickle
ball issue has damaged this quiet neighborhood.  People on both sides of the
issue are very hot.  Sad to say it has come to this and we hope you quit
bringing up a very controversial matter that has already been looked at many
ways and voted on.  IT is not fair to our quiet neighborhood and if it continues
like this I fear someone may hurt someone.  Please read this at the meeting
and I ask you do it as a anonymous statement by someone who lives near the
park.   Thank you, our neighborhood needs to heal.  First time in 32 years we
have seen this level of hate and/or unsafe activity here. 

Sent from my iPad

mailto:snodog88@yahoo.com
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From:                                         �m.hoffman
Sent:                                           Monday, June 7, 2021 1:32 PM
To:                                               #Board - Parks and Recrea�on; 

Stacy Epsteen; l ; tvolson ; John
Linman; maryalicebaum ; Silvernail, Sarah;
vicki ; Jones, Todd; Gabrielatos, Jerry; Warner,
Kenneth; ; jamesboyle

Cc:                                               �m.hoffman
Subject:                                     Pickleball - Skyline Ridge - West Linn
A�achments:                          RE: Mee�ng.; FW: Skyline Ridge Pickle Ball; Pickleball Court Reduced

Noise - Acous�blok Website

 
CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.
 
The residences at 1607 Arran Court are in favor of re-insta�ng the two pickleball courts and one
tennis court at the Skyline Ridge Park.  We have lived in this development since the incep�on in
1984.  We love what the park offers.  We have moved twice within the development and in fact
just five homes away from the park.
 
We understand that one family ( going by two different surnames) complained ini�ally
about the noise that pickleball created.  While I do not know what their ini�al complaint
was about the noise, but I heard that it was disrup�on to their business.  Please note that
businesses are not to be run out of their home in this community.
 
We are along with other families in the community are very disappointed and upset that
the Parks & Recrea�on Advisory Board recommended to the City Council to remove the
pickleball nets due to a complaint of one family.  A wri�en survey was taken by the
community(see a�achment) and 74% of the homeowners were in support of the two
pickleball and one tennis court, however the City Council elected not to listen to the vast
majority of the homeowner. 
 
A lot of the complaints were centered around the noise, not exclusively to the sound of
the game of pickleball but to the number of people and increased traffic that the park
created.  Please note that the Skyline Ridge Park was one of the first parks to open that
had pickleball, therefore there were more outside residen�al play. Once other pickleball
courts opened,  there were fewer people in the park.
 
There were other complaints; parking, early or late use of the park and not restrooms.  All
these issues can be resolved or are resolved.
Ø  There were a lot of cars in the area.  One of the reasons was because this park was

one of the first to open.  To minimize the amount of the cars and the noise of the
addi�onal cars, the city can put “No Parking” signs up on the south side of
Stonehaven.  There is ample parking on Troon which could accommodate any
parking issue.

Ø  Ini�ally there was not a posted sign that advised the Park’s hours.  Signs have now
been placed on the fence advising the hour of court usage ( I believe it is from
8:00am to Dusk).

Ø  The restroom issue will remain an open topic for discussion.  Many Parks in the area
do not have restroom facili�es.  I do not believe this objec�on should be the

mailto:/o=City%20of%20West%20Linn/ou=Exchange%20Administrative%20Group%20(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=groupb5058cfb
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mailto:jgabrielatos@westlinnoregon.gov


reason to shut down the pickleball courts. 
Ø  Please note that addi�onal pickleball courts have been added to the West Linn

Community, therefore residences in other neighborhoods are less likely to use the
park.   

Ø  I understand that the city has already purchased acous�cal screening but has not
installed them yet.  Acous�cal screening has shown to reduce the sound decibels
by 50%.  In addi�on to acous�cal screening ,the City could purchase shrubs and
have them planted around the fence as well which would also produce more of a
sound barrier. 

 
Pickleball is the fas�ng growing sport, especially for the older group (55+).
 
I would appreciate if the City Council would listen to the majority of the homeowners who
are voters.  I believe the Council should listen to valid concerns but s�ll remember that
the City Council was elected to serve the majority of the people.
 
I would be happy to par�cipate in any study or commi�ee that serves the best interest of
the en�re community.
Regards,
 
TimHoffman
Shawn “Oneill-Hoffman
 
 
 
 

Virus-free. www.avg.com

 

http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient
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From:                              Wahlstrom

Sent:                               Monday, June 7, 2021 8:43 AM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          Fw: Pickleball Discussion

 

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Robert Adrian <r >

To: Craig Jacobsen < i

Cc: walters@westlinnoregon.gov <walters@westlinnoregon.gov>; wrelyea@westlinnoregon.gov
<wrelyea@westlinnoregon.gov>; mbaumgardner@westlinnoregon.gov
<mbaumgardner@westlinnoregon.gov>; rbialostosky@westlinnoregon.gov
<rbialostosky@westlinnoregon.gov>; tjones@westlinnoregon.gov <tjones@westlinnoregon.gov>;
Jeff Bernasconi ; Kara Wahlstrom < >;
Gabrielatos, Jerry <jgabrielatos@westlinnoregon.gov>

Sent: Monday, June 7, 2021, 08:15:06 AM PDT

Subject: Re: Fw: Pickleball Discussion

 

All,

 

I want to echo the perspective of my neighbors on this issue. Please review my email exchange
with Ken Warner below from October of last year. 

 

Last summer the pickleball activity in our historically quiet neighborhood park was simply
unacceptable. I continue to believe that our park is not suitable for the type of activity, noise, and
traffic from outside our neighborhood and city that we experienced. During this period of pickleball
activity, I noted a significant number of vehicles sporting window and bumper stickers with slogans
like "My Child is an Honor Student at Lake Oswego  High School". Historically our neighborhood
park has not been an end destination for people outside of our neighborhood. 

 

My hope is that the city will develop clear site criteria for a suitable pickleball facility. You must
conduct the proper traffic impact study, a noise study, and access potential negative impact to
adjacent homeowners before considering any site for pickleball facility development. My
expectation is that the City will not proceed with pickleball facility development where any
significant residential opposition exists. 

 

Sincerely,  Robert

 

Robert Adrian

mailto:ekwahlstrom@yahoo.com
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1321 Troon Drive

West Linn, OR 97045

 

 

From: Robert Adrian < >
Sent: Saturday, October 3, 2020, 11:47 AM
To: Warner, Kenneth
Subject: Re: Skyline Ridge Park Pickleball Development Plans to Robert Adrian

 

Ken,

 

Thank you for the quick response and update. There is a group of my neighbors who believe that
you are planning to spearhead the proposal of James Compton and Friends of West
Linn Pickleball in his 7/31/2020 email to the City Council to expand the pickleball facilities in the
Skyline Ridge Park to include "amenities such as covered seating and waiting areas, paddle
queues, and water bottle refill stations". I can assure you that a plan of this type would be met with
significant opposition from myself and the Skye Ridge community. 

 

I am very pleased to hear that you do not intend to pursue a plan of this type, and that the City
Council had the wisdom to realize that our small local park may not be able to accommodate even
2 pickleball courts. In my experience from this past summer when the pickleball courts were active,
yes noise from the paddle/ball strike was irritatingly significant enough that I regularly needed to
close my windows. 

 

The larger issue for me though, was the significant increase of traffic from outside our
neighborhood, the increased speed violations and the regular disregard for pedestrians. The main
traffic route into our neighborhood, whether entering from highway 43 or from Rosemount Rd is to
access Marylhurst Drive. The majority of Marylhurst Drive has not been improved since the 1960s.
For the most part there are no sidewalks, defined shoulders or street dividing markers. Routinely
there are pedestrians, dog walkers, bikers, trikers, training wheelers all in the street at the same
time. Those of us who live in the neighborhood know this and drive accordingly. 

 

A Skyline Ridge Park initiative that would bring increased traffic to our quiet neighborhood park
would require an extensive traffic study and require significant street and sidewalk improvements to
Marylhurst Drive. 

 

Regards, Robert  

 

 

On Sat, Oct 3, 2020 at 10:50 AM Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov> wrote:

Robert,

 

mailto:kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov


Thank you for the email and let me explain where we are. The only plans that we coordinated
with Skyline Ridge neighborhood association was the addition of two pickleball courts which
would replace one tennis court. There has never been any other plans as it pertains
to pickleball. As we knew all along noise was a potential item to possibly address. we were not
sure if it would be an issue until play started as the two quarts is very minimal for this type of
scenario. Wehave noise abatement product in our possession but City Council has elected to
close the courts and not utilize the product at this time.

 

The only other project at Skyline Ridge has been the possibility of a restroom which has been
desired for over a decade by the neighborhood association.

 

Ken

 

 

On Sun, Jun 6, 2021 at 3:12 PM Craig Jacobsen < > wrote:

 

 

 

 

 
Members of the City Council   
 
Our understanding is that there will be discussion about the
Skyline Ridge Park proposed tennis to pickleball changeover at
the June 7, 2021 meeting.  Since my wife and I will be out of town
that day, we request that the council consider this email and
attached video link.  We also request that it be read into the
minutes.
 
We live within line-of-site and line-of-sound of the Skyline Ridge
Park tennis courts.  We are against the pickleball changeover for
two reasons: The annoying sound and the potential crowds which
would include traffic and parking problems. 
 
Noise:
 The sharp sound of a paddle hitting a pickle ball certainly
travels.  During the recent Skyline Ridge Park pickleball test
period, we heard the ongoing plinking sound in our house, even



with doors and windows closed, for most of the day.  This sound
is unlike the sounds made by playing tennis, which in comparison,
is pretty-much silent.  After a while the constant noise becomes as
annoying as an unsilenced car alarm.
 
There is a plethora of articles on-line discussing pickleball noise
complaints, pickleball noise lawsuits and pickleball court
closings.  We would suggest that the council thoroughly study the
noise and its associated problems.
https://www.berkeleyside.org/2020/11/13/north-berkeley-neighbors-complain-noisy-pickleball-
games

 

 https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/bergen/ridgewood/2021/01/07/ridgewood-nj-pickleball-
noise-complaints-create-debate/6562400002/

 

 

Crowds: 
Before the council even considers a vote in favor of pickleball, we
ask that you each look at the attached video link, "courtesy" of the
Lake Oswego Pickleball Club's web site.  The video loops on their
home page.  As you probably know, there are six pickleball courts
at George Rogers Park.  As affected homeowners, the video is
hard for us to watch because it shows exactly where your decision
could, and probably would lead.  In the video, which takes place
within the surrounding pickleball court fence, we counted at least
42 enthusiastic people playing or getting ready to play.  If that
scene were to play out in our small park, even with only two
courts and 1/3 the players or four courts and 2/3 the players, the
foot and parking traffic would still overwhelm the park and the
neighborhood.  George Rogers Park has restrooms and ample
parking.  Skyline Ridge Park has neither.  Skyline Ridge Park is
small and is located in a quiet neighborhood.  George Rogers Park
is not.
 
Notice that there is no soundtrack with the video clip.  To get the
full impact of a solid racket hitting a rigid ball, please stop by
George Rogers Park for a few minutes and listen for yourself. 
Anytime is good, the sound goes on all day.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkeleyside.org%2F2020%2F11%2F13%2Fnorth-berkeley-neighbors-complain-noisy-pickleball-games&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53a61fea245a4452a1be08d929308cce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586110755955254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=H1X3u13YyeAaxFNCiK%2FaBLaZRSeEvlyN3WWLbTEgHuU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northjersey.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Fbergen%2Fridgewood%2F2021%2F01%2F07%2Fridgewood-nj-pickleball-noise-complaints-create-debate%2F6562400002%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53a61fea245a4452a1be08d929308cce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586110755965251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S6RnWFHFshOEI%2B6%2Bc3yJTg4k3XkQ17ouRfgbGkWUo2k%3D&reserved=0


 
We have nothing against pickleball or the people who play the
sport. However, we do believe that it would be unconscionable for
the council to unleash the scene, shown in the video link, into our
small park which was designed for, and is primarily used by,
neighborhood children.  West Linn has at least one much bigger
and better equipped park nearby more suitable for pickleball. 
 
Craig and Suzanne Jacobsen  
 
https://www.lakeoswegopickleball.org/

Lake Oswego Pickleball Club
| LakeOswegoPickleball
LakeOswegoPickleball | The Lake Oswego
Pickleball Club with the support of Lake
Oswego Parks & Recreation runs six
dedicated pickleball courts at George Rogers
Park in Lake Oswego, OR.

www.lakeoswegopickleball.org

 

ps.  should this revealing video somehow get deleted from the
lake oswego pickleball club website, we can provide a copy.
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lakeoswegopickleball.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53a61fea245a4452a1be08d929308cce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586110755985241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=myYxdAX6LwoSmFA24kPbUSPM4fQF0C5bumqZ0zOn5eg%3D&reserved=0
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http://www.lakeoswegopickleball.org/


From:                              Wahlstrom

Sent:                               Monday, June 7, 2021 8:52 AM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          Fw: Pickleball Discussion - Skyline Ridge

 

Please just do a quick and simple Google search on "Pickleball noise complaints" and the
reasonings for not having a pickleball court in the small, quiet Skyline Ridge neighborhood, with no
bathroom or designated parking, with be very apparent.

 

 Kara Wahlstrom

 

 

 

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Craig Jacobsen < >

To: walters@westlinnoregon.gov <walters@westlinnoregon.gov>; wrelyea@westlinnoregon.gov
<wrelyea@westlinnoregon.gov>; mbaumgardner@westlinnoregon.gov
<mbaumgardner@westlinnoregon.gov>; rbialostosky@westlinnoregon.gov
<rbialostosky@westlinnoregon.gov>; tjones@westlinnoregon.gov <tjones@westlinnoregon.gov>

Cc: Jeff Bernasconi >; robertjohnadrian
<robertjohnadrian >; Kara Wahlstrom < >; Gabrielatos, Jerry
<jgabrielatos@westlinnoregon.gov>

Sent: Sunday, June 6, 2021, 03:12:11 PM PDT

Subject: Fw: Pickleball Discussion

 

 

Members of the City Council   
 
Our understanding is that there will be discussion about the Skyline
Ridge Park proposed tennis to pickleball changeover at the June 7,
2021 meeting.  Since my wife and I will be out of town that day, we
request that the council consider this email and attached video link. 
We also request that it be read into the minutes.
 

mailto:ekwahlstrom@yahoo.com
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We live within line-of-site and line-of-sound of the Skyline Ridge
Park tennis courts.  We are against the pickleball changeover for
two reasons: The annoying sound and the potential crowds which
would include traffic and parking problems. 
 
Noise:
 The sharp sound of a paddle hitting a pickle ball certainly travels. 
During the recent Skyline Ridge Park pickleball test period, we
heard the ongoing plinking sound in our house, even with doors and
windows closed, for most of the day.  This sound is unlike the
sounds made by playing tennis, which in comparison, is pretty-
much silent.  After a while the constant noise becomes as annoying
as an unsilenced car alarm.
 
There is a plethora of articles on-line discussing pickleball noise
complaints, pickleball noise lawsuits and pickleball court closings. 
We would suggest that the council thoroughly study the noise and
its associated problems.
https://www.berkeleyside.org/2020/11/13/north-berkeley-neighbors-complain-noisy-pickleball-
games

 

 https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/bergen/ridgewood/2021/01/07/ridgewood-nj-pickleball-
noise-complaints-create-debate/6562400002/

 

 

Crowds: 
Before the council even considers a vote in favor of pickleball, we
ask that you each look at the attached video link, "courtesy" of the
Lake Oswego Pickleball Club's web site.  The video loops on their
home page.  As you probably know, there are six pickleball courts at
George Rogers Park.  As affected homeowners, the video is hard for
us to watch because it shows exactly where your decision could,
and probably would lead.  In the video, which takes place within the
surrounding pickleball court fence, we counted at least 42
enthusiastic people playing or getting ready to play.  If that scene
were to play out in our small park, even with only two courts and
1/3 the players or four courts and 2/3 the players, the foot and
parking traffic would still overwhelm the park and the

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkeleyside.org%2F2020%2F11%2F13%2Fnorth-berkeley-neighbors-complain-noisy-pickleball-games&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53a61fea245a4452a1be08d929308cce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586110755955254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=H1X3u13YyeAaxFNCiK%2FaBLaZRSeEvlyN3WWLbTEgHuU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.northjersey.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Fbergen%2Fridgewood%2F2021%2F01%2F07%2Fridgewood-nj-pickleball-noise-complaints-create-debate%2F6562400002%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53a61fea245a4452a1be08d929308cce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586110755965251%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=S6RnWFHFshOEI%2B6%2Bc3yJTg4k3XkQ17ouRfgbGkWUo2k%3D&reserved=0


neighborhood.  George Rogers Park has restrooms and ample
parking.  Skyline Ridge Park has neither.  Skyline Ridge Park is
small and is located in a quiet neighborhood.  George Rogers Park
is not.
 
Notice that there is no soundtrack with the video clip.  To get the
full impact of a solid racket hitting a rigid ball, please stop by
George Rogers Park for a few minutes and listen for yourself. 
Anytime is good, the sound goes on all day.  
 
We have nothing against pickleball or the people who play the sport.
However, we do believe that it would be unconscionable for the
council to unleash the scene, shown in the video link, into our small
park which was designed for, and is primarily used by,
neighborhood children.  West Linn has at least one much bigger and
better equipped park nearby more suitable for pickleball. 
 
Craig and Suzanne Jacobsen  
 
https://www.lakeoswegopickleball.org/

Lake Oswego Pickleball Club |
LakeOswegoPickleball
LakeOswegoPickleball | The Lake Oswego
Pickleball Club with the support of Lake Oswego
Parks & Recreation runs six dedicated pickleball
courts at George Rogers Park in Lake Oswego,
OR.

www.lakeoswegopickleball.org

 

ps.  should this revealing video somehow get deleted from the lake
oswego pickleball club website, we can provide a copy.

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lakeoswegopickleball.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53a61fea245a4452a1be08d929308cce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586110755975246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=w0Vh0BI6mlTVtTVDLwEiW%2FvifvH9v2PbLxF7cpuRhDI%3D&reserved=0
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lakeoswegopickleball.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53a61fea245a4452a1be08d929308cce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586110755995237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yiJiPe%2FtpQJ9ldoFciH8CeIo7n7hTX24tcHYYLewSDE%3D&reserved=0


From:                              Jeffrey Bernasconi

Sent:                               Monday, June 7, 2021 6:49 AM

To:                                   City Records; City Council; Gabrielatos, Jerry; Tim Ramis

Subject:                          Public comments for 7 June 2021 City Council mee�ng

A�achments:                 7 June 2021 City Council.pptx

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

Hello City Council,

the attached documents are some of the omitted facts from the city prepared "information"
paper.  Please post online in the public record for the 7 June City Council Session.

 

Jeff Bernasconi

mailto:jeffreybernasconi@gmail.com
mailto:CWL_Records@westlinnoregon.gov
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mailto:jgabrielatos@westlinnoregon.gov
mailto:tim.ramis@jordanramis.com


Skyline reference material
7 June 2021 

Reference material for public comments/facts missing from the cities 
paper









12 Oct 2020 Council Meeting

• Mayor Axelrod understood that 
Council had put a stop to 
pickleball and had asked for a 
full evaluation by the Parks 
Department about where 
pickleball would be appropriate 
in the city. 

• Director Warner noted that was 
not the direction he had heard 
from Council and he had seen 
emails from Council about some 
confusion on the motion made. 
The courts were currently 
locked, and he could get started 
on the other requests.

Mayor Axelrod suggested 
making it clear tonight to return 
the courts to tennis



14 Sep 2020 motion      12 Oct 2020 motion

• Councilor Bill Relyea moved to 
ban pickleball at Skyline Ridge 
Park, to post signage 
enforceable by the City stating 
pickleball is not allowed in the 
park until further notice with 
violators subject to fines, and to 
give direction to the Parks & 
Recreation Department to 
remove the pickleball resources. 
Councilor Teri Cummings 
seconded the motion.

• Councilor Bill Relyea moved to 
remove the pickleball resources 
from Skyline Ridge Park and 
revert the use to tennis and post 
signage indicating that pickleball 
was not allowed. Councilor Teri 
Cummings seconded the 
motion.

BOTH MOTIONS PASSED







From: Stacy Epsteen < >

Date: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 at 10:09 AM

To: Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President 
<skylineridgena@westlinnoregon.gov> Cc: #Board - Parks and Recreation 
<parksrecreationboard@westlinnoregon.gov>
Subject: Skyline Ridge Pickle Ball

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open attachments, or follow 
instructions from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are unsure, 
please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

To: Ryan Kling

Hello,

My name is Stacy Epsteen and I am the Chair of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB).

I am aware that the recent decision of the board to take down the pickle ball nets at Skyline Ridge Park has 

provoked a lot community response.

The board heard and reacted to passionate testimony from two people, and we are now hearing that many 

others have very different viewpoints, and there may be facts that we were not aware of. I am trying to find a 

path forward that will honor and respect your neighbors viewpoints on the functions of the park.

I was happy to hear that you want to be part of the solution and feel that the Neighborhood Association is in a 

perfect position to help mediate this issue. I am very supportive of the idea to survey your neighbors to help 

determine what they would like to see happen with the pickle ball courts.

Additionally, we will be putting this issue back on the PRAB agenda at our next meeting on September 10, 

2020. Hopefully, residents of the neighborhood will share their viewpoints. Having this on our agenda, does not 

however preclude the issue from being requested to be on the upcoming City Council on September 8, 2020.

I am appreciative of your efforts to help address this, and will support that effort in any way that I 

can. Thank you,

Stacy Epsteen

Chair PRAB



Accessed 31 Aug 2020 via https://westlinnoregon.gov/parksrec/pickleball 



6:07 pm 21 August 2020, players have already purchased portable nets, 
ripped the caution tape down, and recommenced play
Portable nets $ 60 - $180



----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov>
To: Jeff Bernasconi <
Cc: rdkling >; Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Association President <skylineridgena@westlinnoregon.gov>;
Bateman, Cole <cbateman@westlinnoregon.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2020, 11:21:25 AM PDT
Subject: RE: Pickle Ball Court noise

Jane & Jeffrey,

I wanted to thank you for meeting with Cole and myself on July 16th in regards to the pickleball courts at Skyline Ridge Park. As we discussed I 
would be able to provide you with an update within the next two weeks. I have attached the email from Cole Bateman, Community Service 
Officer, that explains the legal interpretation of the West Linn Municipal Code.

Since we met onsite I have been exploring and evaluating the issue that exists at Skyline Ridge Park. As we discussed it does appear that there 
are some products on the market designed to potentially reduce noise. At this point I am not sure if any of these products would alleviate your 
concerns and/or be necessary under the current conditions. While the City does not currently have a budget I am exploring costs so that we 
have the knowledge if needed.

Sincerely,

Ken,

Thank you for meeting with me today. We met with Mr. Bernasconi to discuss his complaint regarding the noise of the pickle ball court. He 
asked to have the nets taken down to which we informed him that that was not feasible. I brought the PD sound measuring device for context, 
even though the WLMC no longer regulates decibels within the noise ordinance.

I advised Mr. Bernasconi and his wife that (5) Exemptions of WLMC section 5.487 Sound Levels and Noise lists (g) “Outdoor School and 
Playground Activities. Reasonable activities conducted on public playgrounds and public or private school grounds, which are conducted in 
accordance with the manner in which such spaces are generally used, including, but not limited to, school athletic and school entertainment 
events.” exempts the noise from the pickle ball court and park from the ordinance.

We discussed options including noise barriers that other local jurisdictions are utilizing in their parks, and advised them that we would be in 
touch.

Please let me know what I can do to help in this matter.

Respectfully,

Cole

Cole Bateman
Community Service Officer
Police
#6130









From: 
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2020 2:23 PM 
To: City Council 
Subject: Skyline Ridge pickle ball courts 

City council members. This is my statement regarding pickle ball court improvements at Skyline 
Ridge Park for the upcoming city council meeting. It was brought to my attention by a neighbor 
that the there are plans of adding cover seating, water stations and thus bringing more people 
up here to play pickle ball at our SMALL neighborhood park. When we voted as a neighborhood 
to add pickle ball courts known of this was divulged to us. If it had been we would not have 
voted for the pickle ball courts. Also, if I had known how rude some of these players are I 
would not have voted for the change in courts. I have major safety concerns about the people 
who drive too fast into our neighborhood. Park along the front of the park where children cross 
to get to the park thus blocking them from being seen by traffic. I have had trouble backing out 
of my driveway and having bark dust delivered due to people parking across from our driveway. 
This is a NEIGHBORHOOD park not a sports facility. If pickle ball players/associations want all 
these amenities then I ask them to think about the families who live in these neighborhoods 
and be empathetic. I doubt they would want this happening in their small neighborhood. If you 
are really into pickle ball then find a tennis/pickle club that you can join that has a parking 
lot and all your desired amenities. I don’t hear about tennis clubs/players trying to waste tax 
payer money for more courts and amenities and trying to take over quite family 
neighborhoods. Let’s focus our resources on improving parks for our youth... like installing 
bathrooms, covered seating, water filling stations at softball/baseball/soccer fields ie.: 
Oppenlander Field, etc.. Thank you for listening to my concerns about the future of our 
neighborhood.
Respectfully, Keely Stapp



From: Axelrod, Russell <RAxelrod@westlinnoregon.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 10:25 AM 
To: Jeffrey Bernasconi < >; City Council <citycouncil@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Cc: Warner, Kenneth <kwarner@westlinnoregon.gov>; Williams, John <JWilliams@westlinnoregon.gov>; 
Mollusky, Kathy <kmollusky@westlinnoregon.gov>; Digby, Dylan <ddigby@westlinnoregon.gov> 
Subject: Re: Skyline Ridge Park unsuitable for Pickleball 

  

Jeffrey Bernasconi, 
I'm so sorry about not bringing back up the pickleball issue at the end of our work session last 
night. That was my intent, but I forgot to bring it back up after 5 hours of meeting and nobody 
else reminded me, so that's my fault and I apologize for that. 
  

I am interested in seeing the city immediately stop pickleball activity at Skyline Park while we 
sort out an overall management strategy for the sport in any of our City parks. I do not support 
expensive measures to sound proof the courts at Skyline for safety and aesthetic reasons for 
the neighborhood, so from my standpoint I think the court should revert back to tennis. 
  
I am copying Council here along with Ken Warner and John Willliams to see that no further 
action is taken until Council can further address the matter which I intend to have added to our 
agenda for next Monday's meeting. 
  

Again I apologize for the error and please call me if helpful to further discuss things (503-568-
2804). 
  
Thanks again for reaching out and participating in this neighborhood/City matter . 
  
My best and be well, 
Russ 



Mayor Axelrod, 
The product ordered will not fully wall off the courts. It only covers one side. I believe the 

walled-off idea was proposed by someone in the neighborhood but it is not the approach we 
would be testing. 

John 
 
 

On Sep 9, 2020, at 12:09 PM, Axelrod, Russell <RAxelrod@westlinnoregon.gov> wrote: 

  

John, 
I'm not sure I'm comfortable with the cost and "walled-off" approach of what Ken described in 

his earlier email or using that approach anywhere in West Linn? It would be my recommendation 
to return the sound proofing for full refund while we figure out our city-wide plan/strategy. 

 
Russ 

 
From: Williams, John 
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 12:00:31 PM 
To: Axelrod, Russell; Jeffrey Bernasconi; City Council 
Cc: Warner, Kenneth; Mollusky, Kathy; Digby, Dylan; Tim Ramis 
Subject: RE: Skyline Ridge Park unsuitable for Pickleball  
  
Mayor Axelrod, Council, Mr. Bernasconi–  
As a reminder, the sound mitigation product has been ordered and is on its way. We now expect it to 
arrive Monday, with installation planned for Tuesday/Wednesday. We intended this to be test of an 
option that may be able to mitigate the noise impacts, allowing staff, the Council, and community to see 
if this highly-in-demand amenity can be incorporated into neighborhood parks. New amenities such as 
this often require a balancing of interests, and conflicts are not new – you’ve seen them before with 
noise from basketball courts, sports fields, and other parks facilities.   
  
At this point, we could move forward with the installation and review the results as quickly as possible 
allowing for a Council decision potentially in October. If the decision is made that pickleball is 
incompatible with this neighborhood park, we can return the courts to tennis and use the sound product 
elsewhere. Alternatively, if you do not wish to try a test, you could issue that direction at your 
September 14 Business Meeting. 
  
We look forward to receiving your direction on Monday. 
  
Sincerely, 
John 



From:                                         Nancy Schrank < >
Sent:                                           Sunday, June 6, 2021 10:33 PM
To:                                               City Council
Cc:                                               Warner, Kenneth
Subject:                                     Skyline Ridge Park Pickle Ball Courts
 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or
follow instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
If you are unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.
 
 
To:  West Linn City Council
 
From:  Nancy Schrank, Skyline Ridge Resident
 
Good Day,
 
I am wri�ng at the invita�on of Director Ken Warner, to submit comments on the topic of pickle
ball at Skyline Ridge Park for the June 7, 2021 council discussion mee�ng.
 
As a 30 year resident of Skyline Ridge, my family has enjoyed all of the ameni�es of the park;
including tennis and/or pickle ball, the playground, basketball court and grass field for baseball,
soccer and many games of tag (day and night).  It is this quality of life that we have enjoyed since
purchasing our home across the street from the tennis courts in 1991. We were fortunate to find
and purchase our home where we raised two children and currently, two grandchildren.  The
quality of life this has offered our family is immeasurable.
 
Currently, there is conversa�on regarding the pickle ball courts erected by the City in April 2020.  I
have read the Agenda notes for this evening’s mee�ng and found informa�on I had not been
aware of.  It is well known that noise associated with the game is an annoyance for some; it has
been suggested that this is in viola�on of the City noise ordinance.  I note in the Agenda that on
July 16, 2020, Director Warner and Community Services Officer Bateman visited the pickle ball
courts with the Police Department sound meter.  CSO Bateman explained from the City Code that
reasonable ac�vi�es conducted on public playgrounds, “which are conducted in the manner in
which such places are generally used”, exempts the noise from the pickle ball court and park from
the ordinance.  Since noise/decibel readings were not excessive, op�ons discussed were noise
barriers.  By September 1, the City purchased noise abatement mi�ga�on products.  This
equipment was never installed.  On September 14, City Council passed a mo�on based on public
comments by two families to ban pickle ball at Skyline Ridge Park; pos�ng signage to enforce this. 
It seems that the results of the September 11 Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Associa�on survey on
desires for future courts was not considered in the decision to ban the sport.
 
I note in the Agenda the Staff Recommenda�on to test and determine accurate sound levels at the
property line; are these sound levels not exempt from the City Code?  I am in support of installing
the noise abatement fencing that has already been purchased and make pickle ball play go
forward at Skyline Ridge Park.  I do not support spending more dollars to resurface the pickle ball
courts back to a tennis court.  Surely, there are other worthy causes for these funds.  While we
should not disregard someone because they are in the minority, the majority of the neighborhood
is in support of this, as evidenced by the survey comments.  When one moves to an area around a
park, you should expect noise; as well as possible future plans or development of the park that
may not have been an�cipated.
 



I am urging  City Council to consider allowing pickle ball on the two courts in the park with park
rules in place that are in line with other parks and reasonable for all involved.  If this includes
certain hours for pickle ball play, then we should compromise and come to mutual agreement. 
Installing the noise abatement fencing as soon as possible will start the process.  Let’s try this and
see how the summer goes.
 
Thank you for your �me and considera�on of these comments.
 
Nancy Schrank
1309 Stonehaven Drive
 
Sent from my iPad



From:                              Johnpbusch

Sent:                               Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:20 PM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          Pickleball Courts at Skyline Ridge Park (and other neighborhood
parks)

A�achments:                 City of West Linn - Pickleball  06-06-2021.docx

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

Dear Board Member,

 

Attached is written testimony related to tomorrow's (June 7, 2021) agenda item related to pickleball
at Skyline Ridge Park.  We thought this issue had been finalized by the City Council votes in
September and October of last year.  It is very disturbing to us, that, rather than follow the Council's
directions to remove the pickleball nets and convert the courts back to a tennis court, that Mr.
Warner has chosen to ignores your directions.  Instead, he seems to be, once again, forging ahead
with his plans to destroy the quality of our neighborhood.

 

We hope that you will read our comments, and those of our neighbors who will be negatively
impacted, and put this issue behind us once and for all.

 

Thank you for your consideration,

 

John and Ann Busch

mailto:johnpbusch@aol.com
mailto:/o=City%20of%20West%20Linn/ou=Exchange%20Administrative%20Group%20(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=598a35331a9c497185db11f4cef54749-SG-Off


From:                              Linda Siegel

Sent:                               Sunday, June 6, 2021 8:00 PM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          Skyline pickle ball courts

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

Hello, my name is David Siegel, a neighbor of the skyline neighborhood, and a pickle ball
player. It’s a shame, that I have to leave my neighborhood, and drive to Tanner Creek or
George Rogers to play. It’s such a invigorating game, and builds community, just can’t
understand why we can’t make it work here at skyline. I have never seen anybody play
before 8 AM or after 9 PM, when the pickle ball court existed. There are quiet pickle balls
that are being sold, for just this kind of situation. 

 

...

 

Foam Quiet Ball by Gamma
The Foam Quiet Ball by Gamma is a simple solution to the noise complaints about the sound of paddles
hitting balls. This ball is made out of foam, greatly reducing the amount of noise produced on impact.
However, the ball plays slightly different than the typical pickleball made from plastic. You won't get
the characteristic pickleball pop from the Foam Quiet Ball. It can be used in casual games, drills, or
practice but is not approved for official tournament use. This ball also works well for casual dink
practice against indoor walls.

The Foam Quiet Ball is a bit smaller than a traditional pickleball. However, this difference is less than a
tenth of an inch and is almost unnoticeable. It is the lightest ball on the market, weighing only 0.71
ounces. Those playing outside should pay special attention to weather conditions as wind can affect the
movement of the ball. This ball does have a relatively good average bounce height of 32”. 

The Foam Quiet Ball is available in yellow only and sold in packages of six. Logo printed on ball may
differ from picture.

 

Anyway, decide what you’re going to do and move on. What you have left is 1 court with a
failing tennis net, and another net with two empty unusable pickle ball courts, on either
side, that neither functions as pickle ball or tennis. Embarrassing.

David Siegel 

mailto:lindaasiegel@gmail.com
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From:                                         Jones, Todd
Sent:                                           Saturday, June 5, 2021 12:45 PM
To:                                               Ben Brown
Cc:                                               City Council
Subject:                                     RE: Skyline Ridge Gathering Canceled
 

Hello. Thank you for wri�ng. I'm sharing this with the rest of the city council. Be well. todd
 
 
From: Ben Brown [mailto: ] 
Sent: Friday, June 4, 2021 2:47 PM
To: Jones, Todd <TJones@westlinnoregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Skyline Ridge Gathering Canceled
 
Wow, I am sorry to hear that the feedback you are ge�ng is so nega�ve towards the pickle ball
nets and the noise. 
As someone who has used the these courts for both pickle ball and tennis for over 10 years, I’m
curious at how the noise from the pickle ball is that much more than the years previous when
they were used strictly for tennis? No doubt you have go�en this feedback already, I would just
really like to hear from those that are complaining about the noise factor. In all my �me with all of
our kids, I’ve never known that to be the case, especially since the park doesn’t have lights, that
would increase the poten�al for a�er dark noise. It sure would be nice to resolve the concerns of
the few about the noise and restore what was a great ac�vity in the short �me the nets were
there.
 
Sent from my iPhone
 

On Jun 4, 2021, at 2:26 PM, Jones, Todd <TJones@westlinnoregon.gov> wrote:

Hello, West Linn Residents.
 
Receiving this message means you have emailed the City Council about use of the
sports court at Skyline Ridge Park over the past few weeks.
 
Two days ago I offered to meet with neighbors at the park tonight at 6:00 pm to talk
about this. My intent simply was to provide residents an opportunity to share
thoughts and concerns in person. My commitment as a councilor is to talk with
people in their environs when I can, not simply talk at them from behind a desk or a
screen.
 
I’ve served on council just three months, and am beginning to realize that this issue
is more conten�ous in your neighborhood than I realized. In mee�ng with you
tonight, all I wanted to do was meet you and learn from you, not s�r up animosity.
Out of concern that this gathering might not be as produc�ve as I imagined, and
under advice from our city manager, I am canceling this gathering.
 
I’m learning all I can about the topic, reading your emails, pouring over tes�mony
from past council mee�ngs, talking with Parks Department staff and Parks Board
members, inquiring about city code, and conduc�ng my own online research about
pickleball noise.

mailto:tjones@westlinnoregon.gov
mailto:benjamin.brown17@gmail.com
mailto:/o=City%20of%20West%20Linn/ou=Exchange%20Administrative%20Group%20(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=598a35331a9c497185db11f4cef54749-SG-Off


 
Personally, I am conflicted on the ques�on of whether there should be pickleball at
the park. From data I’ve seen, it seems a majority of people in the park want it,
including several families that live directly across the street from it. And, it’s a park.
We want people to play in our parks. But, it’s a deep concern when residents say
that it interferes with their quality-of-life.
 
Discussion of the Skyline Ridge sports court is on our mee�ng agenda for Monday,
June 7 that begins at 6:00 pm. It is just that, a discussion item. At this stage, I myself
have no inten�on to propose any par�cular ac�on at this mee�ng. I simply want us
as a council to have a chance to respond to the emails you’re sending and determine
whether we want staff to explore this ques�on further and see whether a
reasonable compromise can be found.
 
Ryan Kling, please forward this message to your neighborhood associa�on contact
list as soon as possible, if you are able. Thank you.
 
Be well. todd
 

Todd Jones
West Linn City Council
City Council
Pronouns: he, him, his

West Linn, OR 97068
tjones@westlinnoregon.gov
westlinnoregon.gov
503-742-6002

Click to Connect! 

Please consider the impact on the environment before printing a paper copy of this email.
This e-mail is subject to the State Retention Schedule and may be made available to the public

http://westlinnoregon.gov/
http://go.usa.gov/XYzC


From:                              Jones, Todd
Sent:                               Saturday, June 5, 2021 12:43 PM
To:                                   beth marchi
Cc:                                   City Council
Subject:                          RE: Skyline Ridge Gathering Canceled
 

Hello. Thank you for wri�ng. I'm sharing this with the rest of the city council. Be well. todd
 
 
From: beth marchi [mailto: ] 
Sent: Friday, June 4, 2021 4:52 PM
To: Jones, Todd <TJones@westlinnoregon.gov>
Subject: Re: Skyline Ridge Gathering Canceled
 
Dear Todd, 

I understand your hesitancy to get in the middle of what could be a hot debate.  Thank you
for considering coming to chat with us. I do not know the number of pros and cons for
the pickleball courts you have received but hope that the city council takes into
consideration the views of the majority of people speaking up.   
 
Thank you for your service,
 
Beth Marchi & Steve Young
 
On Fri, Jun 4, 2021 at 2:26 PM Jones, Todd <TJones@westlinnoregon.gov> wrote:

Hello, West Linn Residents.
 
Receiving this message means you have emailed the City Council about use of the
sports court at Skyline Ridge Park over the past few weeks.
 
Two days ago I offered to meet with neighbors at the park tonight at 6:00 pm to talk
about this. My intent simply was to provide residents an opportunity to share thoughts
and concerns in person. My commitment as a councilor is to talk with people in their
environs when I can, not simply talk at them from behind a desk or a screen.
 
I’ve served on council just three months, and am beginning to realize that this issue is
more contentious in your neighborhood than I realized. In meeting with you tonight, all I
wanted to do was meet you and learn from you, not stir up animosity. Out of concern
that this gathering might not be as productive as I imagined, and under advice from our
city manager, I am canceling this gathering.
 
I’m learning all I can about the topic, reading your emails, pouring over testimony from
past council meetings, talking with Parks Department staff and Parks Board members,
inquiring about city code, and conducting my own online research about pickleball
noise.
 
Personally, I am conflicted on the question of whether there should be pickleball at the
park. From data I’ve seen, it seems a majority of people in the park want it, including
several families that live directly across the street from it. And, it’s a park. We want
people to play in our parks. But, it’s a deep concern when residents say that it interferes
with their quality-of-life.

mailto:tjones@westlinnoregon.gov
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Discussion of the Skyline Ridge sports court is on our meeting agenda for Monday, June
7 that begins at 6:00 pm. It is just that, a discussion item. At this stage, I myself have no
intention to propose any particular action at this meeting. I simply want us as a council
to have a chance to respond to the emails you’re sending and determine whether we
want staff to explore this question further and see whether a reasonable compromise can
be found.
 
Ryan Kling, please forward this message to your neighborhood association contact
list as soon as possible, if you are able. Thank you.
 
Be well. todd
 

Todd Jones
West Linn City Council
City Council
Pronouns: he, him, his

West Linn, OR 97068
tjones@westlinnoregon.gov
westlinnoregon.gov
503-742-6002

Click to Connect!

Please consider the impact on the environment before printing a paper copy of this email.
This e-mail is subject to the State Retention Schedule and may be made available to the public
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From:                              Jones, Todd

Sent:                               Saturday, June 5, 2021 12:43 PM

To:                                   Liz Dennis

Cc:                                   City Council

Subject:                          RE: pickle ball courts at Skyline Ridge Park

 

Hello. Thank you for writing. I'm sharing this with the rest of the city council. Be well. todd

-----Original Message-----
From: Liz Dennis [mailto:
Sent: Friday, June 4, 2021 8:48 PM
To: Jones, Todd <TJones@westlinnoregon.gov>
Subject: pickle ball courts at Skyline Ridge Park

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open attachments, or follow
instructions from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are unsure,
please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

I am in favor of having pickle ball courts re-instated at SKR Park. I went out and bought all the  equipment
only to have to courts removed 3 weeks later. I don’t understand how a few complaints can shut this down.

Elizabeth Dennis
1316 Stonehaven Drive
West Linn

mailto:tjones@westlinnoregon.gov
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From:                              beth marchi

Sent:                               Friday, June 4, 2021 4:46 PM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          Pickle ball courts

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

Thank you for reconsidering the pickle ball courts at the Skyline Ridge park. We
hope you will vote to keep them there and put the nets back up.  The advantage of
playing far outweighs the disadvantages.  

 

Steve and I would like you to know that we fully support bringing back the
pickleball courts.  We live directly across the street from the courts and do not
have an air conditioner so every day, during the warm summer months, we have
our windows wide open. The courts can be noisy but the sound is not that different
from when tennis players are out there. It would be wonderful if the city was able
to place walls on the south and west sides of the court to lessen the noises the
closest neighbors have experienced. I understand the concerns of those
neighbors who live closest to us but they, like us, did choose to purchase homes
on or near a public park boundary and noise does come with that.

 

When the courts were first opened, players from Portland, Lake Oswego and the
surrounding areas FLOODED them, leaving garbage and causing parking issues. 
We residents couldn't even get on the courts unless it was scorching hot or rainy.
We were informed by the users that someone had the new courts added to the
Master Pickleball Calendar for the Portland area, that was a HUGE mistake.  We
are under the impression that, due to COVID restrictions, more people were
around and had less work.  These two points would explain the insurgence of non-
locals. It would be nice if the signs on the courts added a notation that the courts
are for West Linn residents and their guests only. We know that might not help a
lot but at least it would be in writing.

 

Once again, thank you for your attention to this matter.

 

Sincerely,
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Beth Marchi & Steve Young

1601 Arran Court

West Linn, OR

 



From:                              Teri Cummings

Sent:                               Friday, June 4, 2021 11:40 AM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          Please adopt codes for appropriate ci�ng of Pickleball Courts

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

Dear Mayor Walters and fellow Council Members,

I just noticed the Skyline Ridge court is on next week's Special meeting agenda for a
potential decision.

That came as quite a surprise to me because as you know, Council made a unanimous
decision about that issue last fall. It is also very short notice. A work session was posted
for next Monday a couple days ago without an agenda posted yet.

I am curious to know how this topic became such a high priority? Was it discussed during
Council Goal Setting?  If not, it seems like it would make more sense to vote to remove
this item from theSpecial Meeting agenda and resolve to focus on accomplishing Council
goals.

 

I am personally very disappointed to see this topic come up again because an incredible
amount of time and City resources have already been spent to resolve  this matter in
good faith. Council unanimously acted upon PRAB 's advice to restore the use of the court
back to tennis and identified the need to develop clear and certain criteria for appropriate
citing of pickleball courts..  

The City Manager should provide information about Council's previous decision and an
update on the status of Council's direction as stated before. 

 

The use of the park never should have changed from one thing to another in the first
place without a properly noticed public process. The City needs to carefully consider
and adopt clear and certain policies and procedures for citing pickleball courts and
other noise producing activities in residential areas.  

People also deserve to know how much parks fund money, City staff time and public
meeting time has already been wasted on converting the tennis court to pickleball and
back again. 
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How much $$$ was spent on staff time and materials to convert to pickleball?

How much $$$ was spent on al the staff time and attorney fees to produce staff reports and
attend multiple PRAB and Council meetings?

How much $$$ was spent on the sound barrier materials and installation (Installed during
the hearing process without Council approval)

How much $$$ was spent to remove the sound barrier and was any of the money
refunded?

How much $$$ was spent on staff time and materials to install  and enforce " No Pickleball
" signs, lock the courts?

How much $$$ was spent to remove pickleball court materials and repaint  and re-install
the tennis court?

What about the loss-of-public-trust due to inadequate public process and substantial waste
of public resources. 

 

It is such a shame to see parks funds wasted on this when we really so desperately need to
start working on fire mitigation before it's too late.!  

People deserve to be treated with respect and compassion. No one should have to sacrifice
livability. 

Please honor Council and PRAB's decision and directions and get to work on your Goals.

 

 

Here are some articles about pickleball court
issues: https://www.acousticalnoise.com/noise-control/why-are-your-pickleball-courts-
receiving-complaints-from-neighbors/

https://www.yoursun.com/charlotte/news/pickleball-noise-creates-a-human-health-risk-
study-says/article_be1bf836-6141-11e9-bc1d-5f801b203aee.html

 

 

Best wishes,

Teri  Cummings
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From:                                         Baumgardner, Mary
Sent:                                           Thursday, June 3, 2021 11:36 PM
To:                                               City Council; Gabrielatos, Jerry; Warner, Kenneth
Subject:                                     SRP pickleball
 

Dear City and Council,
 
My observa�ons, gained last year as a member of the Parks and Rec Advisory Board, a�er
researching several
local pickleball facili�es and reaching out to property owners adjacent to these courts, has been to
conclude that
Skyline Ridge Park is not the best si�ng for pickleball.  I have also observed the sound mi�ga�on
padding at George Rogers
Park.  I do not believe it would be worth the cost to make the fence and padding high enough such
that it would
actually mi�gate the nuisance-level of sound produced by the ball striking the paddles and by the
players’
own voices.  See PRAB mee�ng 8/20/20 discussion on nuisance sound levels and subsequent vote
to recommend
suspension of pickleball at SRP to council.  (I couldn’t access the video/audio, but the approved
minutes are there.)
 
I’m also afraid that the players themselves have proven to be poor neighbors. From their
vindic�ve behavior
towards the adjacent property owners to their willfully ignoring the rules posted by the city.  The
city cannot
be expected to lock up and re open the courts twice a day and had used the honor system for
observing
play �mes.  This didn’t work.  And when pickleball players began to bring their own nets, in
defiance of
the temporary ban on pickleball, the courts had to be locked up en�rely, which resulted in a
collateral ban
on tennis.  This didn’t seem fair but became necessary.  See City Council 9/14/20 mee�ng, hour
1.20. 
All this to say nothing of the extreme tension now being felt amongst the formerly good neighbors
of Skyline Ridge
and neighboring Marylhurst Drive.  It’s very sad to think of.
 
All of this effort for one pickleball court.  I think the community would be be�er served by finding
more and be�er sited courts so there are mul�ple op�ons that are available for this popular past
�me
and not at the cost of adjacent property owners’ basic standard of living and the harmony of
neighborhoods.
 
There are ques�ons, from the Sept. 14, ’20 council mee�ng regarding noise ordinances and si�ng
and ve�ng
of poten�al noise-nuisance-causing sports courts, posed to staff, that I would like to hear
responded
to if we are to discuss this topic further.  This is in the interest of making a fully informed decision.
 
With regard to the mee�ng tomorrow, hosted by Councilor Jones, I believe if we find ourselves
offering to
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have a police presence at a community mee�ng to keep neighbors safe, we should reconsider the
wisdom
and necessity of how, when and where it is happening.  Discre�on is the be�er part of valor. 
 
Respe�ully,
Mary
 
 

Mary Baumgardner
West Linn City Councilor
City Council
Pronouns: she, her, hers
#6005

Please consider the impact on the environment before prin�ng a paper copy of this email.
This e-mail is subject to the State Reten�on Schedule and may be made available to the public

ciscotel://6005
http://westlinnoregon.gov/


From:                              James Compton

Sent:                               Thursday, June 3, 2021 8:54 PM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          public comment in regards to pickleball at Skyline Ridge for City
Council mee�ng on 6/7/21

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

June 3, 2021

 

Dear West Linn City Council,

 

My name is James Compton and 
I am the interim president of the Willamette River Pickleball Club, a new 
pickleball club here in West Linn. I am writing on behalf of our members to 
voice our support in reopening the pickleball courts at Skyline Ridge Park.

 

We believe that there are 
measures that can be taken to help with potential noise issues. We would 
suggest solutions such as limiting hours of play or installing acoustical walls 
on the court fences.

 

The Willamette River 
Pickleball Club is committed to working in partnership with the West Linn Parks 
and Rec department to promote inclusive play for all West Linn residents.

 

Sincerely,
James Compton
Interim President
Willamette River Pickleball 
Club
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From:                              viola seyl
Sent:                               Thursday, June 3, 2021 6:01 PM
To:                                   City Council
Subject:                          Fw: pickleball at skyline park
 

 
 

From: viola seyl
Sent: Thursday, June 3, 2021 5:52 PM
To: citycouncil@westlinnoregon.gov <citycouncil@westlinnoregon.gov>
Subject: pickleball at skyline park
 
Dear City Council,  I was very disappointed last year when Skyline Park closed the
pickleball courts a�er hearing a complaints about noise, lack of parking space, and early
hour play.  I feel that the reasons for closing the park then were not jus�fied.  The noise
from the pickleballs  was quieter than the lawn service mowers and blowers that we
heard throughout the week.  At the most four to five cars were parked next to the park for
two hours in the morning.  How can there be complains of parking when the street is the
only op�on?  And Yes, there should be a sign for explaining the hours of play, which would
stop the very early birds.  If you have a park in a neighborhood, you expect it to be used.  I
hope my request to reinstall the pickleball courts will be considered as a posi�ve move
and that it will provide entertainment for the families that live in West Linn and not just
the people that live near Skyline Park.
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From:                              viola seyl
Sent:                               Thursday, June 3, 2021 5:53 PM
To:                                   City Council
Subject:                          pickleball at skyline park
 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.
 
Dear City Council,  I was very disappointed last year when Skyline Park closed the
pickleball courts a�er hearing a complaints about noise, lack of parking space, and early
hour play.  I feel that the reasons for closing the park then were not jus�fied.  The noise
from the pickleballs  was quieter than the lawn service mowers and blowers that we
heard throughout the week.  At the most four to five cars were parked next to the park for
two hours in the morning.  How can there be complains of parking when the street is the
only op�on?  And Yes, there should be a sign for explaining the hours of play, which would
stop the very early birds.  If you have a park in a neighborhood, you expect it to be used.  I
hope my request to reinstall the pickleball courts will be considered as a posi�ve move
and that it will provide entertainment for the families that live in West Linn and not just
the people that live near Skyline Park.
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From:                              Jane Forbes

Sent:                               Thursday, June 3, 2021 11:17 AM

To:                                   City Council; Gabrielatos, Jerry; Tim Ramis

Subject:                          Skyline Ridge Park Tennis Courts

A�achments:                 Item 3 SKRP acou�fence graphic.jpeg; Item 1 Forbes 2020 city
council PRAB comments.pdf

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open a�achments, or follow
instruc�ons from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are
unsure, please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

 

Hello Mayor Walters, City Council, City Manager Gabrielatos, and Mr. Ramis,

In prepara�on for your upcoming discussion on the tennis courts at Skyline Ridge park, I
am providing you with a review of informa�on presented at City Council and Parks and
Recrea�on Advisory Board (PRAB) mee�ngs last year. Myself and many community
members pa�ently sought out resolu�on through the appropriate channels; culmina�ng
in the City Council’s clear direc�ve to maintain two tennis courts at Skyline Ridge Park in
September 2020 and reaffirmed in October 2020.

 

Included please find:

1. Item 1: Forbes Statements. All of my PRAB and City Council mee�ng. Links to City
Council sessions provided, although PRAB mee�ngs have recently been removed from the
city website, so public recordings of those mee�ngs are unavailable.

2. Item 2: link to youtube video showing nuisance noise on my property found here:
h�ps://youtu.be/Dp3w45246H8      Video shows interference with my ability to work
inside my home as well as unreasonable noise causing livability problems inside my home
and throughout my property.

3. Item 3: graphic of some homes west and south of courts describing issues with noise
mi�ga�on fencing

 

The interest by City Council, especially Councilor Jones’ persistent efforts, to revisit the
closed issue of nuisance noise at Skyline Ridge Park has caused me to experience panic
a�acks which have been documented in personal video logs. Prior to pickleball’s
installa�on last summer I had never experienced such a�acks, although as the summer
progressed, the nuisance noise and harassment by players created an unbearable
situa�on ins�ga�ng harmful effects. These physical and emo�onal consequences reared
in full force when the issue was brought up again by Councilor Jones’ visit to some
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neighbors this winter. Then when the issue of pickleball was brought up at the Skyline
Ridge Neighborhood associa�on in April, panic a�acks recurred with increased intensity
and frequency. The stress has caused me to have difficulty sleeping, ea�ng, concentra�ng
on work, and degraded the quality of interac�ons with my own family members. 
Councilor Jones’ men�on of the issue at the recent City Council mee�ng caused an even
further escala�on of my trauma.

 

Issues with harassment and the harmful physical and emo�onal effects of pickleball play
next to my home are documented in my comments included in this email. The pickleball
players who repeatedly erected portable nets last summer have proven to have no
qualms viola�ng city direc�ves, purposefully inflic�ng physical harm through nuisance
noise, and knowingly cause us great emo�onal distress, all of which prevents us from
working and living on our property. It is terrifying that Councilor Jones is organizing an
event giving voice to those previously documented as purposefully causing harm to
myself, my family, and my community.

 

The effort, as evidenced by Councilor Jones’ and Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Associa�on
President Ryan Kling’s email today, to convene a mob-like squad next to my home in an
effort to try this closed issue in the court of public opinion on the evening of June 4 is
frightening. I am scared for the safety of myself, my family, and the neighbors surrounding
Skyline Ridge Park.

Thank you for your �me.

Jane Forbes



From:                              Ben Brown

Sent:                               Thursday, June 3, 2021 11:17 AM

To:                                   City Council

Subject:                          Skyline Ridge Pickle-ball courts

 

CAUTION: This email originated from an External source. Do not click links, open attachments, or follow
instructions from this sender unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. If you are unsure,
please contact the Help Desk immediately for further assistance.

As long time residents and frequent users of the tennis and now prickle ball courts at this park, we would
very much like to see the nets added and play resumed. This to many neighbors in the area is long overdue,
and a large part of why we choose to live in this area and pay the taxes we do.
Thank you!

Sent from my iPhone
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From:                              Jeffrey Bernasconi

Sent:                               Wednesday, June 2, 2021 8:59 PM

To:                                   City Council; Gabrielatos, Jerry; Tim Ramis

Subject:                          Re: Skyline Ridge Park Sport Court

 

Mayor, City counselors, City Manager, and Mr. Ramis

Based on prior harassment of myself and my family of which the city council has been previously
made aware, there is no way I would be safe at this type of gathering at the tennis courts.  My
family would also not be safe with this mee�ng being held next to my home.  Counselor Jones, will
you move this to a more appropriate loca�on, and if not, how will you ensure the safety of myself
and my family?

Jeff Bernasconi

 

On Wed, Jun 2, 2021 at 5:54 PM Jones, Todd <TJones@westlinnoregon.gov> wrote:

Hello, Skyline Ridge Neighborhood Residents.

 

Receiving this email means you have contacted city staff and councilors over the past
few weeks with regard to the future of sport courts at Skyline Ridge Park. I welcome the
chance to chat with you about this in person. I will be at the park this coming Friday,
June 4 at 6:00 pm if any of you would like to meet me there to discuss use of the sport
court. Please share this invitation with any neighbors you feel will want to join in this
conversation.

 

Your neighborhood association president, Ryan Kling, is copied on this email. Ryan, if
you will please share this invitation with your NA mailing list, I am grateful.

 

Be well.

 

todd jones

City Councilor

 

Todd Jones
West Linn City Council
City Council
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