
ORDINANCE NO. 20-1004

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF OREGON CITY AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE
12, STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES, SECTION 12.16.040, CAMPING

PROHIBITED

WHEREAS, the City of Oregon City currently prohibits camping in public places,
including in or upon any sidewalk, street, alley, lane, public right-of-way, public park, or other
public place; and

WHEREAS, camping on public, as well as private, property continues to be a concern
for the City and the City desires to address the health and safety issues created by continued
camping within the City; and

WHEREAS, the City also recognizes that limited camping is appropriately regulated
situations; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to create a process to ensure camping is available in those
limited situations.

NOW, THEREFORE, OREGON CITY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Adoption. Oregon City Municipal Code Chapter 12.16.040 is amended as shown
in Exhibit A to this Ordinance, with additions shown in underline and deletions shown as
strikethrough.

Section 2. Severability If any provision of this Ordinance, or its application to any person
or circumstances is held to be unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remainder of
this Ordinance or the application of the provisions to other persons or circumstances shall
not be affected.

Read for the first time at a regular meeting of the City Commission held on the 19th day
of February, and the City Commission finally enacted the foregoing Ordinance this 4th day of
March 2020.

DAN HOLLADAY, Mayor

Approved as to legal sufficiency:Attested to this 4th day of March 2020

r'*

A
Kattie Riggs, City Recorder City Attorney

Ordinance No. 20-1004
Effective Date: April 3, 2020
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Exhibit A - Ordinance No. 20-1004 
 

Exhibit A – Redline Version of 12.16.040 Camping Prohibited Code 

12.16.040 - Camping prohibited. 

 
 
A.  Definitions. 
 
(1) “Camp” or “Camping”. To live, cook, sleep, or take overnight shelter in a temporary, 
motorized vehicle, or non-permanent structure or location, including but not limited to a 
shack, lean-to, storage shed, tent, travel trailer, recreational vehicle, boat, utility trailer or 
vehicle of any kind. 
 
B. Unauthorized Camping. 
 
(1) No person shall camp in or upon any sidewalk, street, alley, lane, public right-of-way, 
public park, or other public place, other than an area approved by the city for the permitted 
use and built for the purpose of camp- grounds or overnight parks. 
  

(a) This prohibition shall not apply to camp hosts who are permitted to live in 
 appropriate sites on city parks, and 

  
(b) The City Manager is hereby authorized to adopt regulations under Section 
 12.16.020(B) to allow camping in city parks during special events. The regulations 
 shall place limitations on the number of campers and duration of camping, as well as 
 such other measures the City Manager determines are necessary to ensure the safe 
 occupation of the campsite and protection of other city residents. 

 
(2) No person in charge of property shall permit camping on such property unless it is 
occupied and approved as a residential use and the property owner has given written 
permission to camp, and in no event for more than 72 hours in a 30- day period. Exceptions 
may be granted under emergency conditions as determined by the manager. 
 
(3) Violation of any provision of this section may be subject to a fine or penalty in the 
maximum amount of $1,000. 
 



Exhibit B - Ordinance No. 20-1004 
 

Exhibit B – Clean Version of 12.16.040 Camping Prohibited Code 

12.16.040 - Camping prohibited. 

 

 

A.  Definitions. 

 

(1) “Camp” or “Camping”. To live, cook, sleep, or take overnight shelter in a temporary, 
motorized vehicle, or non-permanent structure or location, including but not limited to a 
shack, lean-to, storage shed, tent, travel trailer, recreational vehicle, boat, utility trailer or 
vehicle of any kind. 

 

B. Unauthorized Camping. 

 

(1) No person shall camp in or upon any sidewalk, street, alley, lane, public right-of-way, 
public park, or other public place, other than an area approved by the city for the permitted 
use and built for the purpose of camp-grounds or overnight parks. 

  

(a) This prohibition shall not apply to camp hosts who are permitted to live in 

appropriate sites on city parks, and 

  

(b) The City Manager is hereby authorized to adopt regulations under Section 

12.16.020(B) to allow camping in city parks during special events. The regulations 

shall place limitations on the number of campers and duration of camping, as well as 

such other measures the City Manager determines are necessary to ensure the safe 

occupation of the campsite and protection of other city residents. 

 

(2) No person in charge of property shall permit camping on such property unless it is 
occupied and approved as a residential use and the property owner has given written 
permission to camp, and in no event for more than 72 hours in a 30-day period. Exceptions 
may be granted under emergency conditions as determined by the manager. 

 

(3) Violation of any provision of this section may be subject to a fine or penalty in the 
maximum amount of $1,000. 

 




