
ORDINANCE NO. 99-1028 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 12: STREETS, '"SfOEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES, 
CHAPTER 12.16: PUBLIC PARKS, SECTION 12.16.020: REGULATIONS, OF THE OREGON CITY 
MUNICIPAL CODE OF 1991, BY ADDING SUBSECTION 12.16.020 (I): REGULATING CERTAIN 
CONDUCT IN PUBLIC PARKS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

OREGON CITY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. That Title 12: STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES, Chapter 12.16: PUBLIC 
PARKS, Section 12.16.020: REGULATIONS, of the Oregon City Municipal Code of 1991, is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

12.16.020 (I): Engage in, sponsor, or conduct, fighting, boxing, wrestling, or similar forms of 
mutual combat in a public park, provided however, that boxing and wrestling matches and exhibitions that 
are regulated and licensed by the Oregon State Boxing and Wrestling Commission, or boxing and wrestling 
conducted by organizations identified in ORS 463.210 as exempt from the licensing and bonding provisions 
of ORS Chapter 463, may be held in public parks upon the approval of the City Manager. The Manager 
may impose such conditions upon such events, and require such financial security in connection therewith, 
so as to assure that such events are conducted in a safe manner and consistent with the use of parks by 
the public. 

Section 2. Emergency Clause. Because this ordinance is necessary for the preservation 
of the peace, public health, safety and welfare of Oregon City, an emergency is hereby declared to exist 
and this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from the time of passage by the Commission. 

Read for the first time at a regular meeting of the City Commission held on the 20th day of 
October, 1999, and the foregoing ordinance was finally enacted by the Commission this 20th day of 
October, 1999. 

-a;~ 6tr;¥1.SdJ-~ 
LEILANI BRONSON-GRELL Y, City Recorder 

ATTESTED to this 20th day of October 1999. 

ORDINANCE NO. 99-1028 

Effective Date: October 20, 1999 
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BOXING AND WRESTLING 463.015 

488.010 [Amended by 1965 c.200 §1; repealed by 1987 
c.789 §241 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
463.015 Definitions. AB used in this 

chapter: 
(1) "Boxing" means a contest other than 

as described in subsection (6) of this section 
between contestants who fight with their 
fists protected by gloves or mittens fashioned 
of leather or similar material, the duration 
of which is limited to a stated number of 
rounds separated by rest periods of equal 
duration, and includes kickboxing, a form of 
boxing in which blows are delivered with any 
part of the arm below the shoulder, including 
the hand, and any part of the leg below the 
hip, including the foot. 

(2) "Cable system operator" means a per­
son or group of persons who: 

(a) Provides cable service over a cable 
system and directly or through one or more 
affiliates owns a significant interest in the 
cable system; or 

(b) Controls or is responsible for, through 
an arrangement, the management and opera­
tion of the cable system. 

(3) "Commission" means the Oregon 
State Boxing and Wrestling Commission. 

(4) "Department" means the Department 
of State Police. 

(5) "Exhibition" means a demonstration 
of boxing or wrestling skills. 

(6) "Extreme fighting" means a no-holds­
barred match, competition or exhibition that 
combines elements of boxing, wrestling or 
martial arts without a system of rules ap­
proved by the Oregon State Boxing and 
Wrestling Commission. 

(7) "Judge" means a person licensed by 
the Superintendent of State Police who is at 
ringside during a boxing or wrestling match 
and who has the responsibility of scoring the 
performance of the participants in the match. 

(8) "Manager" means a person licensed 
by the superintendent who does any of the 
following: 

(a) By contract or agreement undertakes 
to represent the interests of any professional 
boxer or wrestler in procuring or arranging 
the conduct of any professional boxing or 
wrestling match in which the boxer or 
wrestler is a participant as a contestant. 

(b) Receives or is entitled to receive more 
than 10 percent of the gross purse of any 
professional boxer or wrestler for any serv­
ices related to such boxer's or wrestler's 
participation in a professional boxing con­
test. 

(c) Is an officer, director or stockholder 
of any corporation which receives or is enti­
tled to receive more than 10 percent of the 
gross purse of any professional boxer or 
wrestler for any services relating to such 
boxer's or wrestler's participation in a pro­
fessional boxing or wrestling contest. 

(d) Directs or controls the professional 
boxing activities of any professional boxer or 
wrestler. 

(e) Attends the professional boxer or 
wrestler at ringside or purports to be the 
professional boxer's or wrestler's manager. 

(9) "Matchmaker" means a person li­
censed or issued a permit by the superinten­
dent who is employed by or associated with 
a promoter in the capacity of booking and 
arranging boxing or wrestling matches be­
tween opponents and for whose activities in 
this regard the promoter is legally responsi­
ble. 

(10) "Pay-per-view" means a closed cir­
cuit telecast, regardless of the delivery sys­
tem used, that is not intended to be available 
for viewing without the payment of a fee, 
whether collected or based on each event 
viewed, for the privilege of viewing the tele­
cast. 

(11) "Person" includes an individual, as­
sociation, partnership or corporation. 

(12) "Professional boxer or wrestler" 
means a person licensed by the superinten­
dent who competes for a money prize, purse 
or compensation in a boxing or wrestling 
contest, exhibition or match held within this 
state. 

(13) "Promoter" means a corporation, 
partnership, association, individual or other 
organization licensed by the superintendent 
who arranges, gives, holds or conducts a 
boxing or wrestling contest, match or exhi­
bition in this state and who is legally re­
sponsible for the lawful conduct of such 
boxing or wrestling contest, match or exhi­
bition. "Promoter" includes: 

(a) A person who holds distribution 
rights to a closed circuit telecast of a boxing 
or wrestling event that occurs within or 
outside this state and who sells the rights to 
a cable system operator in this state. 

(b) A person who holds the distribution 
rights to a pay-per-view telecast of a boxing 
or wrestling event that occurs within or 
outside this state and who sells the ability to 
receive the telecast to a person who charges 
an admission for the right to view the tele­
cast in this state. 

(c) A person who holds distribution 
rights to a closed circuit telecast of a boxing 
or wrestling event that occurs within this 
state and who sells the rights to another for 

Title 36 Page 605 (1997 Edition) 
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BOXING AND WRESTLING 

"\V -7 463.210 Oiiranizations exempt from li­/l' censing and 6onding provisions. (1) The 
promoting, conducting or maintaining of 
boxing and wrestling matches, contests or 
exhibitions when conducted by educational 
institutions, Oregon National Guard Units, 
United States Amateur Boxing Federation or 
any other amateur athletic organizations 
duly recognized by the Oregon State Boxing 
and Wrestling Commission shall be exempt 
from the licensing and bonding provisions of 
this chapter if none of the participants in the 
contests or exhibitions receives a monetary 
remuneration, purse or prize for performance 
or services therein. 

(2) The licensing and bonding provisions 
of this chapter do not apply to: 

(a) Any nonprofit amateur athletic asso­
ciations organized under the laws of this 
state, including their affiliated membership 
clubs throughout the state which have been 
recognized by the commission. 

(b) Any contests, matches or exhibitions 
between students of educational institutions 
which are conducted by a college, school or 
university as part of the institution's athletic 
program. 

(c) Contests, matches or exhibitions be­
tween members of any troop, battery, com­
pany or units of the Oregon National Guard. 
[1987 c.789 §11) 

463.220 Deposit of revenues. All re­
venue obtained under this chapter from li­
cense fees, bonds and gross receipts taxes, 
and any other income received under this 
chapter, shall be deposited in the subaccount 
of the State Police Account established un­
der ORS 181.175. [Formerly 463.350) 

TAX ON GROSS RECEIPTS 
463.310 Definitions for ORS 463.113, 

463.320 and 463.330. As used in ORS 463.113, 
463.320 and 463.330: 

(1) "Event" includes any match, contest, 
exhibition or performance. 

(2) "Gross receipts" means the consider­
ation, whether money, credits, rights or 
other property, received from the sale of 
tickets or other admissions indicia or the 
right to admission without any deductions 
whatsoever. "Gross receipts" includes the 
consideration received from: 

(a) The sale of television rights to an­
other for broadcast, within or outside this 
state, of a boxing or wrestling event that 
takes place in this state. 

{b) The sale of the right to receive a 
telecast of a boxing or wrestling event to a 
person who charges an admission fee for the 
right to view the telecast. 

(3) "Gross recei.f!" does not include 
gross receipts from a · ssions to: 

(a) Events conducted or sponsored by any 
nonprofit amateur athletic association or­
ganized under the laws of this state, includ­
ing their affiliated membership clubs 
throughout the state that have been recog­
nized by the Oregon State Boxing and Wres­
tling Commission. 

(b) Events between students of educa­
tional institutions conducted or sponsored by 
a college, school or university as part of 
their athletic program. 

(c) Events between members of any troop, 
battery, company or units of the Oregon Na­
tional Guard. [1987 c. 788 §5; 1993 c.587 §41 

463.320 Imposition of tax; amount; re­
port; payment. (1) For the privilege of en­
gaging in the activity of professional boxing 
or wrestling, a tax is imposed upon the gross 
receipts from the sale of tickets or other fees 
charged for admission to a professional box­
ing or wrestling event held within this state. 
The amount of the tax is six percent of the 
total gross receipts from the sale of the 
tickets or other fees for admission to the 
event. 

(2) Any person licensed under this chap­
ter, and who holds or conducts a boxing or 
wrestling event shall: 

(a) No later than three days prior to the 
holding of any boxing or wrestling event, 
furnish to the Superintendent of State Police 
a statement containing the name of each 
contestant or participant and the names of 
the manager or managers. 

(b) No later than 72 hours after termi­
nation of the boxing or wrestling event, file 
with the superintendent a written report, 
duly verified in accordance with rules re­
commended by the Oregon State Boxing and 
Wrestling Commission and adopted by the 
superintendent, stating the number of tickets 
or other admissions indicia or rights to ad­
mission sold, the price or prices for which 
sold, the total gross receipts from the sales 
and any other information required under 
rules recommended by the commission and 
adopted by the superintendent. The super­
intendent shall adopt rules recommended by 
the commission under this subsection. 

(c) Pay to the Department of State Police 
at the time of filing the statement required 
under paragraph (b) of this subsection, a tax 
equal to six percent of the total gross re­
ceipts from the sale of the tickets or other 
admissions indicia to the event. 

(3) Any person licensed under this chap­
ter who holds the distribution rights of a 
closed circuit telecast of a boxing or wrestl­
ing event that occurs within or outside this 
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INCORPORATED 18'W 

COMMISSION REPORT 

TO THE HONOAABLE MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS 

Subject: Proposed Ordinance No. 99-1028, 
An Ordinance Amending Title 12: Streets, 
Sidewalks and Public Places, Chapter 12.16: Public Parks, 
Section 12.16.020: Regulations, of the Oregon City 
Municipal Code of 1991, By Adding Subsection 12.16.020 (I): 
Regulating Certain Conduct In Public Parks, 
And Declaring An Emergency 

\genda Item No.5 

FOR AGENDA 

DATED 
ctober 20, 1999 

1 of 1 

Report No. 99-197 

Proposed Ordinance No. 99-1028 amends Chapter 12.16 of the City Code making it unlawful to engage 
in fighting, boxing, wrestling and other forms of mutual combat in public parks. 

This ordinance addresses recent activities that have been occurring in Atkinson Park in which high school 
students and older teenagers have been engaging in unregulated boxing. Participants engaging in this 
activity use boxing gloves but do not use a ring or other safety equipment that would be used in organized 
amateur boxing. 

It is the opinion of staff that these activities are unsafe as it subjects the participants, spectators and other 
park users to an unreasonable risk of injury. In addition, these activities expose the City to a liability risk 
and negatively impact the ability of the Police Department to provide public safety services throughout the 
City. 

GH:lbc 

cc: Chief Gordon Huiras, Police Department 
Roger Mcclurg, Interim Parks & Recreation 
Allen Toman, Parks Maintenance Supervisor 

ISSUED BY THE CITY MANAGER 

c 
Interim City Manager 

... 
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truces to pay for an expansion of the 
Oregon Convention Center and 
other Portland projects . 

OREGON CITY 

Mayors and city councilors from 
GteSham, Troutdale, &iroew and Prosecutor finds stratetJy · 
Wood Village expr~ anger and to end park fJoxhlJ matches 

safe from stlnos: Seeking relief from an onslaught of bees, Rachel Gunderson 
>ithe foot of a Jesus staflle to eatf\er pancakes Sunday. Rachel was at the Living E 

frustration about the 2.5-cent tax 
increase because it would generate 
more than $450,000 a year from 
inns in their cities, au of it destined 
for Portland. 

Instead, they suggested that ·a 
smaller convention center be built 
in east Multnomah County using 
money that would be generated lo­
cally from the tax increase. 

The tax increase, worked out in 
a deal among Metro, Portland and 
other Portland-based tourism and 
visitor groups, is the latest in a long 
list of slights that east Multnomah 
County cities think they have suf­
fere<l in the shadow of their much 
bigger neighbor. 

The tax increase is expecte<l to 
raise nearly $150 million, which 

Oregon City's prosecutor said 
last week that police could stop 
unsupervise<l teen boxing matches 
at Atkinson Park by charging the 
boxers with misdemeanors, in­
cluding harassment and assault. 

State law says the teens can be 
charged with the crimes even if 
both participants choose to box, 
and neither want to file a com­
plaint, city prosecutor Ron Gray 
said 

Oregon City police officials said 
Friday they were aware of most of 
Gray's opinion but chose not to 
charge several boxers irivolved in 
fights at the park Thursday after­
noon. Lt. Rocky Smith said Unless 
one of the boxers complaine<l to 
police, it would be difficult for offi-

with her grandmother. tJ,.. .L. J / 11 'f 'I c 3 ~/ U" I IC:-
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cials to arrest and prosecute some- PARKROSE cm 
one involved in the fights. ed 
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pervised boxing matches. Thurs- . . Ch 
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City, police and school officials was a nursing home, previously sai 
have said they can't stop the box- was used by the House of Rahab, a nu 
ing matches because the park is shelter and rehabilitation program rel 
public, and boxing is legal, even for women. The Portland Rescue sh 
though the activity poses a liability 1. Mission ·might be able to move 
to the city. into the building because a th 

Housing the community 
Dee Walsh, head of Reach Community Development, 

methodically juggles the large, well-'recognized organization and its mission 
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Officials not ready to throw in towel· on teen boxing 

FREDRICK 0. JOE/THE OREGONIAN 

A fighter pauses during a round of boxing Thursday afternoon at Atkinson Park 
In Oregon City. The day's matchups drew a crowd of about 175 people, mostly 
students from nearby Oregon City High School. 

Oregon. City says no laws to 
prevent after-sc/100/ matches in 
parks1 but it's not pleased about 
fights that get out of hand 

By NOELLE CROMBIE 
TllE OREGONIAN 

OREGON CITY -An estimated crowd 
of l 75 people joined police Thursday 
afternoon in watching teen boxing 
matches until one student was dazed by 
two sha.-p blows to the head, prompting 
an officer to break up the gathering, 

111wsday's fights at Atkirison Park at­
tracted police and veteran amateur and 
professional boxers, as well as a rowdy 
mob of mostly Oregon City High School 
students cheering on the willing combat­
ants, who wore only 12-ounce gloves for 
protection. 

Since Febmary, teen-agers have been 
coming to secluded Atkinson Park to 
take prut in the loosely organized, unsu-

pervised boxing matches, 
Although the spectacle of untrained 

teen-age boxers pummeling one another 
in the face and head disturbs city, police 
and school officials, they said 'llutrsday 
that there is little they can do to stop it 
111ey said that tl1e pm k is public and that 
boxing is legnl, even though the activity 
poses a liability lo the city, 

"TI1e problem is," said Bryan Cos­
grove, interim assistant city manager, "if 
we try to regulate something like that, 
then we wouldn't be able to allow any­
one to play football or walk in om parks 
for fear that they would he injured." 

·me matches left the amateur and pro­
fessional boxers who came to offer help 
disgusted and wonied about tl1e safety 
of tl1e pru·ticipants, 

"This is not hoxing," said Jack Rracke, 
91, a retired boxing manager, trainer and 
member of the Veteran Boxers Associa­
tion of Oregon's Hall of Fame, "That's 

-brawling," 
Bracke left after 25 minutes, "I've seen 

Please see BOXING, Page ca 
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Boxing: District has 
no authority to act 

Continued from Page Cl 

what I had to see," he said. "This 
should be stopped. Somebody's 
going to get hun." 

City lawyers are researching 
the legality of boxing at public 
parks, but for now it appears the 
matches can continue. It's up to 
parents to stop it, Cosgrove said. 

"If my kids were out there box­
ing. I would know about it," he 
said. "If it's a safety thing. you 
have to look at the parents, and 
hopefully they are talking to rheir 
kids about it" 

Ponland police and Multno­
mah County prosecutors said 
they'd never had to confront such 
a problem in a public park and 
were not sure what laws would 
prevent the activity. 

"However, based on what is 
going on in Oregon City, we cer­
tainly have to take a look at that," 
said Detective Sgt Cheryl Kanzler, 
a Portland Police Bureau spokes­
woman. 

Because the matches take 
place outside of school, school of­
ficials said they had no authority 
to intervene. Superintendent Bar­
ry Rotrock of Oregon City School 
District said that the district did 
not condone the activity and that 
he hoped someone would step 
forward to help the teens orga­
nize safer matches. 

"The concept is good,"Rotrock 
said. "But l think they have to 
have a much safer environment, 
or there are going to be some real 
problems." 

fer their help to take a look at the 
boy. The older boxers suggested 
that Lee could have suffered a mi­
nor concussion. 

It was then that police stopped 
the fighting. 

"It was unsafe, and we stopped 
it for the people's protection," 
said Lt Rocky Smith, who added 
that watching the matches left 
him feeling "uncomfortable." 

"We just told them it was over," 
Smith said. 

Thursday's fights, which in­
cluded a crowd-pleasing match 
between two girls, were violent 
and brief, with teens slamming 
their fists in rapid-fire fashion into 
the faces of their opponents. The 
size of the participants did not 
seem to be a factor in the match­
ups; neither did skill or knowl­
edge of boxing. Excited spectators 
formed a ring four or five people 
deep around the fighters. 

The crowd cheered, yelled 
taunts and tips to the fighters and 
clapped. Joe Muth, 17, a senior at 
the high school. kept time, check­
ing on the fighters after 60-second 
rounds to make sure they wanted 
to continue. Once the matches 
were over, participants left look­
ing weary and red-faced. In some 
cases, the contestants hugged or 
tapped gloves in an act of good 
sportsmanship. 

"It's pretty cool," said Scott An­
derson, 16. "Now we know it's not 
illegal." 

Jimmy Gooding. 73, of Estaca­
da. a 1947 Oregon Amateur Ath­
letic Union Champ, offered some 
tips to kids as they streamed out 
of the ring. 

"What I'm talking about is 
skill." Gooding said. "What I am 
seeing is no skill at all." 

• 

On Thursday, Adam Lee, a 15-
year-old sophomore at Oregon 
City High School, was struck 
twice in the head by a friend he 
agreed to fight Lee said after the 
match that he had never fought 
before and that he could not re­
member the final blows in the 
fight Noelle Crombie can be reached at 

Police asked veteran boxers 503-294-5927 or noellecrom-
who had come to the match to of- bie@news.oregonian.com. 
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~Police wary of 
~ . 
-{arresting teen 
~J>oxers in park 
1~~ 
I 1 

Oregon City's prosecutor 
' says misdemeanor charges 

' ' are possible against the 
participants 

ey IERIC COLUNS 
1HE OREGONIAN 

OREGON CITY - Oregon 
City's prosecutor said Friday that 
police could stop W1Supervised 
teen boxing matches at Atkinson 
Paik by charging the boxeis with 
mlodemeanors, Including ha­
rassment and assault 

State law says the teens can be 
dwged with the crimes even if 
bodt participants choose to box 
the other, and neilher wants to 
file a complain~ city prosecutor 
Ron Gray said. 

Oregon City police oflicials 
Friday said dtey were aware of 
most of Gray's opinion but 
chose not to charge several box­
em hMllwd in lights at the parl< 
Thursday afternoon. Lt Rocky 
Smith said unless one of the 
bmers complained to police, It 
would be diflicult for officials to 
enest and prosecute someone 
inwlved in the fights. 

Teen-agm have been gather­
ing at the parl< since February to 
parddpate in loosely wgani7.ed. 
umupervised boxing matches. 
Thmsday police stopped the 
DghtB. attended by about 175 
people, !Jfter a 15-year-old Ore­
gon Cify High School student 
waa lllruck twice in the bead by a 
friend be agreed to light 

Oty, police and school offi­
cials have said they can't stop 
dte baldt matches because the 
parl< ii pubtic. and boxing is le­
gal, even though the activity pos­
es a liability to the city. 

Portland police and Mulmo­
mah County prosecutors said 
dtey are researdling how dtey 
would handle a similar situation 
in a public pmk. said Detective 
Sgt. Oieryl ICanzJer, a Portland 
Police Bweau spokeswoman. 

Gray said police could charge 
the boxeis with harassment for 
offensive physical contact, 
which doesn't require a person 
to be Injured. It's a Oass B mis­
demeanor punishable by a max­
hnum of six mondts In jail, he 
said. 

Police also could charge the 
boxeis widt fourth-degree as­
saul~ which is intentionally or 
recklessly causing an injury to 
another j:lenon. That's a Oass A 
misdemeanor punishable by as 
much as a year in jail. The 
charge could turn into a felony 
violation if more dtan one per­
son ganged up on another per­
son during the boxing matches, 
he said. 

"What I think these kids need 
ID understand is if you assault , __ 

somebody, the mere fact that 
people agree to a fight is not a 
defense to an assaul~ • Gray said. 
"They need to be aware of the 
risks they are taking." 

Smidt said officers have some 
discretion to lnterprel the law 
based on the circwnstances of 
~the situation, such as when offi­
cers decide to pull over and 
warn one speeding driver and is­
sue a citation to another. He said 
the department does not sup­
port the boxing matches but 
simply needs victims to come 
forward and complain before 
Gray's advice can work. 

l.eotint lor c..,....UV. wlctlm 

Gray acknowledges the diffi­
culty of going to trial without a 
victim, but he said it occasional­
ly happens in domestic violence 
cases. He dtinks the first time a 
boxer is seriously injured, the 
police won't have a problem 
finding a cooperative victim. 

In addition, Gray advised po­
lice they could charge the fight­
ers with disorderly condu~ also 
a Oass B misdemeanor, for 
making unreasonable noise or 
engaging in lighting or violent 
behavior in the park, if neigh­
bors complained about the ac­
tivity. 

Smidt said police haven't re­
ceived enough complaints spe­
cifically about dte noise or vio­
lent behavior In the park to justi­
fy charging the boxers with dis­
orderly conduct The majority of 
complaints surround the mobs 
of cars parked near the area dur­
ing the boxing matches, he said. 

Besides, officials aren't sure 
whether the activity qualifies as 
violent behavior. Police officials 
Friday were checking into 
whether the activity can be 
deemed a sport or something 
more akin to a street figh~ which 
would be illegal. Smith said. 

Those involved with the box­
ing matches say dtey use boxing 
gloves, check on the condition of 
fighters between rounds and fol­
low strict rules such as no head­
butting or kicldng. 

Jack Battalia, formerly of the 
state boxing and wrestling com­
mission, met with Oregon City 
officials Friday. He advised dtem 
that Slate law makes it illegal for 
any amateur or professional 
fight to occur widtout a safety 
mat dtat cushions a boxer's head 
if it hits the ground. 

Battalia, a medical adviser 
with dte lntemadonal Boxing 
Federation, dtinks the Oregon 
Qty boxing matches also are ille­
gal because they are unregulated 
and WISUpervised. 

"If nothing is done, this is a 
disaster waiting to happen." he 
said. 
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data on the Internet until after a 
trial concerning 'privacy rights 

russell will slot 
By ASHBEL S. GREEN 

THE OREGONIAN · 

SALEM - A court ruling Wednesday 
further delayed Oregon State Police 
plans to put the names, photographs 
and other information of more than 
8,500 registered sex offenders on the In­
ternet 

sued, state police olficiaJs agreed to wait 
witil a judge could make a preliminary 
ruling. 

Marion Co\U\ty Circuit Judge Joseph 
V. Ochoa issued the preliminary injwic­
tion Wednesday blocking the state police 
Web site at least witil after the trial in 
one suit, which is set to begin Dec. 13. 

The plaintiffs said it was unfair to 
lump low-level sex offenders or people 
who had committed sex offenses more 
than a decade ago with predators who 
pose a threat to the public. 

Ochoa's ruling was a temporary victo-(\ :._cgc·~ / (}'_)- I '-1, I 9 9 9
7 
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Oregon City officials 
consider outlawing 
teen boxing ~atches 
The city could deliver a legal knockout to the bouts, 
which are drawing the attention of 1V producers · 

By ERIC COLLINS 
THE OREGONIAN 

OREGON COY - Less than a week after about 175 people 
gathered at a local park to watch several teen boxing matches, 
Oregon City officials are drafting an ordinance that would pro­
hibit unsanctioned or wilicensed boxing and extreme fighting 

"I don't want to 
move it. I want to 
· , stop it." 

.JOHN WILLIAMS, 
OREGON Cl'TY MAYOR 

• 

in city parks. 
Interim City Manager Chris 

Jordan said the proposed ordi­
nance, which city commission­
ers will consider next week, of­
fers officials a new option for 
dealing with the unsupervised 
teen boxing matches that have 
been occurring weekly at Atkin­
son Park since February . 

If the commission were to 
,- pass the ordinance under an emergency clause, it would go into 

effect immediately . 

"After reviewing all of the pleadings 
and exhibits before the court, the court 
believes at this point that the defendants 
will ultimately prevail on most of the is­
sues, n Ochoa wrote. "The court fails to 
see how publishing factual information 
for public safety is a violation of constitu­
tional rights, but grants there are ques­
tions regarding privacy that are still at is­
sue." 

Ochoa wrote that blocking the Web 
site was the most prudent decision at the 
time. 

Please see SITE, Page 07 

Police stopped Friday's matches when one youth appeared 
dazed after being struck in the head. But police and city officials 
have said they have no legal means. of halting the fights, in 
which teens wear boxing gloves but no other safety gear. 

Mayor John Wiiiiams said that if the city couldn't find an 
existing law to stop the boxing matches, he'd support an ordi­
nance prohibiting the activity. The city has no safer alternatives 

Please see BOXERS, Page 09 

BOB PENNELL/ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Rejected donation: Armella Wharton, an-year-old Medford 
shopkeeper, spent months making 300 Barbie doll outfits. A 
women's and children's shelter rejecte<1 the gifts, saying the doll 
contributes to domestic violence. Story on Page 06. 
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Boxers: Unsupervised fights 
attract national media attention 

Continued from Page D 1 

to offer the teens, he said, and their 
safety is at risk because they aren't 
using protective equipment and 
aren't supervised by an adult 

"I don't want to move it,n he 
said. "I want to stop it" 

The boxing matches, which 
some of the teens' parents support, 
have received national and inter­
national media attention in the 
past week. 

Numerous residents have com­
plained to the city about the box­
ing, saying that the activity gives 
Oregon City a bad image, that the 
·matches could end up in a serious 

· brawl or that one of the boxers 
. could sue the city after being hurt, 
Jordan said. 

"I would say that circumstances 
dictate that the city respond in one 
way or another as soon as possi­
ble, n Jordan said "The city does 
have authority to regulate conduct 
on its own property." . 

Most Oregon City commission 
members say they would consider 
supporting such an ordinance, 
which the coIIUnis&on will discuss 
at its Oct 20 meeting. 

The city prosecutor has said that 
existing laws allow police to charge 
the students with several misde­
meanors, including assault and ha­
rassment But police have said it 
would be difficult to pursue 
charges because the boxers are 
willing participants and not com-

" I just don't think 
passing another ordinance 
is going to stop it. I think 

they'll go somewhere 
else." 

CHRIS LEE, 
WHOSE 15·Yl!AR-OLDSON 

HAS TAKEN PART IN TifB BOUTS 

• 
said he'd support a new ordinance 
if existing law couldn't prohibit the 
activity. But Neeley said he'd like to 
see whether the city could offer a 
·place for the t~ to ]>bx under 
qualified supervision. , ii;ommJs­
sioner Dan Holladay said his main 
ooncern is the city's liability if a 
teen is hurt Holladay said he's 
open to discussing a: proposed or-
dinance. I 

Commissioner Jack Lynch said 
he doesn't think the issue is a seri­
ous one but is concerned for the 
youths' safety. 

"I ha\'en't seen any compelling 
need at thm point to do anything 
more than what's been done," 
Lynch said. 
Co~ner Ed Allick said he 

had not followed the boxing issue 
and declined to comment on it 

Some of the students' parents 
were disappointed the city hasn't 
come up with a better solution. 

"I thinlc they are taking the 

wrong action, n said Chris Lee, 
whose 15-year-old son, Adam, 
fought in a match last week. "I just 
don't think passing another ordi­
nance is going to stop it. I think 
they'll go somewhere else." 

Cherie Garcia, whose 18-year­
old son, Derick. has been involved 
in the matches, said she under­
stands the safety issues but thinks 
the city provides few activities for 
kids. 

One teen involved in the boxipg, 
16-year-old Lucas Buyas, said, "I 
think they are just making a bigger 
deal of it than it is." 

A producer for "Leeza," a day­
time talk show hosted by Lee7.a 
Gibbons, said she is interested in 
producing a show on the teen box­
ers. A German television outlet also 
has expressed interest 

Camera crews shooting for "In­
side F.dition" and "Real 1V" tab­
loids shot footage of about 30 teens 
gathered Wednesday afternoon at 
Atkinson Park, an Oregon Qty po­
lice spokesman said. 

Police showed up as the camer­
as started rolling and left the scene 
after students assured them there 
would be no fighting Wednesday. 

• 
Clifton Chestnut of The Oregonian 
staff contributed to this report. 
You can reach Eric Collins at 
503-294-5920 or by e-mail at 
ericcollins@news.oregonian.com. 

plaining to police. ~----------------------i 

Commissioner Doug Neeley 
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data on the· Internet until after a 
trial concerning privacy rights 
russell will slot 

•Y ASHBEL S. GREEN 
THE OREGONIAN · 

SALEM - A court ruling Wednesday 
further delayed Oregon State Police 
plans to put the names, photographs 
and other information of more than 
8,500 registered sex offenders on the In­
ternet 

sued, state police officials agreed to wait 
until a judge could. make a preliminary 
ruling. 

Marion County Circuit Judge Joseph 
V. Ochoa issued the prelinlinary injunc­
tion Wednesday blocking the state police 
Web site at least until after the trial in 
one suit, which is set to begin Dec. 13. 

The plaintiffs said it was · unfair to 
lump low-level sex offenders or people 
who had committed sex offenses more 
than a decade ago with predators who 
pose a threat to the public. 

Ochoa's ruling was a temporary victo-
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Oregon City officials 
consider outlawing 
teen boxing ~atches 
The city could deliver a legal knockout to the bouts, 
which are drawing the attention of TV producers · 

By ERIC COLLINS 
THE OREGONIAN 

OREGON CITY - Less than a week after about 175 people 
gathered at a local park to watch several teen boxing matches, 
Oregon City officials are drafting an ordinance that would pro­
hibit unsanctioned or unlicensed boxing and extreme fighting 

"I don't want to 
move it. I want to 
· . stop it." 

JOHN WILLIAMS, 
OREGON CllY MAYOR 

• 

in city parks. 
Interim City Manager Chris 

Jordan said the proposed ordi­
nance, which city commission­
ers will consider next week, of­
fers officials a new option for 
dealing with the unsupervised 
teen boxing matches that have 
been occurring weekly at Atkin­
son ~ark since February . 

If the commission were to 
,- pass the ordinance under an emergency clause, it would go into 

effect immediately . 

"After reviewing all of the pleadings 
and exhibits before the court, the court 
believes at this point that the defendants 
will ultimately prevail on most of the is­
sues," Ochoa wrote. "The court fails to 
see how publishing factual information 
for public safety is a violation of constitu­
tional rights, but grants there are ques­
tions regarding privacy that are still at is­
sue." 

Ochoa wrote that blocking the Web 
site was the most prudent decision at the 
time. 

Please see SITE, Page 07 

Police stopped Friday's matches when one youth appeared 
dared after being struck in the head. But police and city officials 
have said they have no legal means. of halting the fights, in 
which teens wear boxing gloves but no other safety gear. 

Mayor John Williams said that if the city couldn't find an 
existing law to stop the boxing matches, he'd support an ordi­
nance prohibiting the activity. The city has no safer alternatives 

Please see BOXERS, Page 09 

BOB PENNELL/ ASSOC IA TED PRESS 

Rejected donation: Armella Wharton,. a 77-year-old Medford 
shopkeeper, spent months making 300 Barbie doll outfits. A 
women's and children's shelter rejected the gifts, saying the doll 
contributes to domestic violence. Story on Page 06. 
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attract ·national media· attention 
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to offer the teens, he said, and their 
safety is at risk because they aren't 
using protective equipment and 
aren't supervised by an adult 

wrong action," said Chris Lee, 
whose 15-year-old son, Adam, 
fought in a match last week. "I just 
don't think passing another ordi­
nance is going to stop it. I think 
they'll go somewhere else." us ago. 

Bird is featured in the 1V ads "I don't want to move it," he 

" I just don't think 
passing another ordinance 
is going to stop it. I think 

they'll go .somewhere 
else." 

Cherie Garcia, whose 18-year­
old son, Derick, has been involved 
in the matches, said she under­
stands the safety issues but thinks 
the city provides few activities for 
kids. 

1t begin airing today in which · said. "I want to stop it" 
CHRIS LEE, 

~ warns that the measures The boxing matches, which 
1uld "give frightening new some of the teens' parents support, WHOSE 15-YEAR-OLDSON 

HAS TAKEN PART IN THE BOUTS 

wers to ~ent prosecut- have received national and inter-
;," ·~ t · • · national media attention in the • ' · 
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16-year-old Lucas Buyas, said, "I 
think they are just making a bigger 
deal of it than it is." 

fS Bird, who argues that Ore- Numerous residents h~ve com- , if existing law couldn't prohibit the 
n's aiminal justice system is plained to the city about the box- activity. But Neeley said he'd like to 
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unty and~ ~ac~r of the ~ea- Jordan said. · teen is hurt Holladay said he's 

A producer for "Leeza," a day­
time talk show hosted by Leeza 
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way or another ~ soon as possi- Commissionet Jack Lynch said 
, ble," Jordan said.· "The city does he doesn't think the issue is a seri­
have authority to regulate conduct ous one but is concerned for the 
on its own property." . . ' · youths' safety. 

Most Oregon Oty commission · "I haven't seen any compelling 
members say they would consider need .at this point to do anything 
supporting such an ordinance, more .thari· what's been done," 
which the commission will discuss L ch. 'd · 

~ saI. 
t 'ts Oct. 20 meeting. Commissioner Ed Allick said he 

e city prosecutor has said that had not followed the boxing issue 
ting laws allow police to charge and declined to comment on it. 

the students with several misde-
. meanors, including assault and ha- Some of the students' parents 

rassment But police have said it were disappointed the city hasn't 
would be difficult to pursue come up with a better solution. 
charges because the boxers are "I think they are taking the 
willing participants and not com-

Camera crews shooting for "In­
side Edition" ·and "Real 1V" tab­
loids shot footage of about 30 teens 
gathered Wednesday afternoon at 
Atkinson Park, an Oregon City po­
lice spokesman said. 

Police showed up as the camer­
as started rolling and left the scene 
after students assured them there 
would be no fighting Wednesday. 

• 
Clifton Chestnut of The Oregonian 
staff contributed to this report. 
You can reach Eric Collins at 
503-294-5920 or by e-mail at 
ericcollins@news.oregonian.com. 
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8.08.010--8.08.020 

Sections: 

8.08.010 
8.08.020 
8.08.030 
8.08.040 
8.08.050 

Chapter 8.08 

NUISANCES 

Public nuisance--Defined. 
Nuisances affecting health. 
Nuisances affecting morals. 
Nuisances affecting peace and safety. 
Enforcement. 

~ 8.08.010 Public nuisance--Defined. A nuisance is a 
thing, act, occupation or use of property which: 

A. Shall annoy, injure or endanger the safety, 
health, comfort or repose of the public; 

B. Shall unlawfully interfere with, obstruct or tend 
to obstruct or render dangerous for passage a public park, 
square, street, alley or highway; 

C. Shall offend public decency; 
D. Shall in any way render the public insecure in 

life or in use of property. {Prior code §8-6-1) 

8.08.020 Nuisances affecting health. The following 
are declared nuisances affecting health: 

A. All decayed or unwholesome food offered for sale 
to the public; 

B. All diseased animals running at large; 
C. All ponds or pools of stagnant water; 
D. Carcasses of animals not buried or destroyed with­

in twenty-four hours after death; 
E. Accumulations of manure or rubbish; 
F. Privy vaults and garbage cans which are not 

flytight; 
G. The pollution of any public or private well or 

cistern, stream, lake, canal or body of water by sewage, 
creamery or industrial wastes or other substances; 

H. All non-woody, herbaceous plant growth which is 
allowed to grow wild and untended and which is allowed to 
flower and go to seed, disseminating pollen and seeds onto 
surrounding properties; 

I. All public exposure of persons having a contagious 
disease; 

J. The use of a common public drinking cup or roller 
towel; 

K. The distribution of samples of medicine or drugs 
unless such samples are placed in the hands of an adult 
person; 

L. All other acts, omissions of acts, occupations and 
uses of property which are deemed by the board of health to 
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8.08.050 

8.o~.o~o 
G. Obstructions and excavations affecting the ordi­

nary use by the public of streets, alleys, sidewalks or 
public grounds except under such conditions as are provided 
by law; 

H. Radio aerials strung in any manner in violation of 
any law; 

I. Any use of property abutting upon a public street 
or sidewalk or any use of a public street or sidewalk which 
causes large crowds of people to gather, obstructing traf­
fic and the free use of the streets and sidewalks; 

J. All hanging signs, awnings and other similar 
structures over the streets or sidewalks, or situated as to 
endanger public safety, or constructed and maintained in 
violation of the provisions of this code pertaining there-
to; 

K. The allowing of rain water, ice or snow to fall 
from any building or structure upon any street or sidewalk 
or to flow across any sidewalk; 

L. All dangerous unguarded machinery in any public 
place or so situated or operated on private property as to 
attract the public; 

M. All use of stationary loud speakers in any part of 
the city in such manner as to annoy any of the inhabitants 
of the city; 

N. All irrigation water permitted to run in the 
streets or alleys of the city except such as is confined in 
irrigation ditches or flumes; 

~---;>~ O. All other conditions or things which are liable to 
cause injury to the person or property of anyone; 

P. All vehicles, or parts thereof, which are inoper­
able due to lack of legal requirements, have no currently 
valid license or registration, safety equipment or the 
like, or are not capable of being safely operated or driven 
in the manner for which they were designed and have been on 
the same parcel of private property for thirty days or 
longer. This section shall not apply to vehicles enclosed 
within a building with walls and a roof. (Ord. 95-1029 §1, 
1995; Ord. 94-1032 §2, 1994; prior code §8-6-4) 

8.08.050 Enforcement. Any person who shall knowingly 
cause or create a nuisance or permit any nuisance to be 
created or placed upon or to remain upon any premises owned 
or occupied by such person shall be subject to the enforce­
ment procedures of Chapter 1.20 or 1.24. The violation of 
any provision of this chapter is subject to the code en­
forcement procedures of Chapters 1.16, 1.20 and 1.24. 
(Ord. 99-1004 §11, 1999: prior code §8-6-5) 

(Oregon City 7/99) 124 



~ ~ 
0 _!1-~0/lf ZcJ-toYi 

ip-JS"--)°l ;1) e.J Pen l,cutcA f!FX- tcudro 
' 

/6-- 1'i- 7'1 Zf)c£ /let '(6 ~ 



Oregon City 
knocks out ·;:i 

teen boxing ~ 
A ban appli£s to public places, • ~ 
endinu the matches that have · i, 
been held in Atkinson Parle · ]£ : 

' ., MOILLE CROMBIE ~ I 

THE OREGONIAN ~ 

OREGON CilY - The City C.Ommis- ~ 
sion on Wednesday unanimously ap­
proved an ordinance banning unsuper­
vised, unregulated boxing in public 

I p1aces, effectively ending teen boxing 
matches that bave been held in a local 
put this year. ' . - -; ,_ -· . ... 

The onlinance includes an emergency 
c18use aDowlng it to take efl'ect timnedi·. 
ately. It prohibits fighting, ~ ~ 
ding and similar fi>rms of _mutual ~m­
bat in pilblic ~ces. It doeS ~.. to 
activities that are regulated ·ana · , _ 
by 1he Oregriti State &1klng amt . . . 

..,ding Commission ~r those sporisored by 
tr«hools, ·eoneges or other - state-
··llllDCtioned groups. 

About 60 people showed up to hear 
the commission debate the proposed or­
dinance. Eleven people addressed the 
commission, and more than half of them 
objected to the ban. Those opposing the 
ordinance said that before a recent wave 
of publlcity, the matches were relatively 
safe, well organized and did not attract 
large aowds. 

Kathy Robertson, whose son, Justin, 
16, boxes in the matches, urged the com­
mission not to rush approval of the ordi­
nance. She praised the teens involved for 
their ability to organi7.e the activity. 
· •1 was kind of proud of them for put­
ting it together,,, she said. 
Divina Dewhirst, 16, a junior at Oregon 
City High School, said she doesn't regu-

Please see BOXING, Page 06 

I . -. ~·· "'"'."..., .. ,:- .--..~.~'.'""",.,.,,_,,-,,.,._ 

: BoxiRCJ: Matches considered risk to city 
Qmlinued fnnn Page D 1 · Police broke up the gathering after 

a student was dazed by two blows 
Jarly attend the matches. but she to the head. 
supports her schoolmates' right to 
hold them. 

"You have to wxlerstand where 
we are cmning from on this," she 
said. "The way I feel is a lot of my 
rights are taken away. . . . It just 
seems like you are taking more 
away from us." 

In the end, commission mem­
bers said the unregulated matches 
pose too great a risk to the city. 
, "The issue for us is, we don't 

want anybody hurt, and it will hap­
pen if you've got an wwpervised 
activity and scores of kids that are 
there rooting and so forth," said 
Doug Neeley, mmmission. presi-
dent .\1--

With the ban in place, Olerie 
Garcia, whose sons, Derick, 18, and 
Joseph, 22, attended the boxing 

"matches.. 'said 1be teens will find 
somewmeelsetO box. ' 

. < ·Bigbi',now, they are boxing in 
each othi!r:'s homes." she said. "If 
it's not pig ui happen in a park, 
it's going to happen somewhere." 

On Friday, the city took decisive 
action to halt the event. beefing up 
police patrols throughout the city's 
parks to keep teens from boxing in 
them. No one was arrested. 

Commissioner Jack Lynch 
blamed the media publicity for the 
unusually large crowd at the recent 

Qmunissioners and city police 
ofticials pointed out that an at­
tempt ~ organize a meeting 
Wednesday between the high 
school's resource officer and about ' 
15 teen-agers who have been 
imolved ~ organizing the events 

·WfDdt Jed some tt> wonder 
,~ ,~ saiidmti~wanrro par- , 

ticipate in a structured program. · 
Teen boxing in Oregon Clty has j 

been in the public eye for more 
than two weeb. During the la,,t 
fight at Atkinson Park, a aowd of 
as many as 175 people showed up. 

' . ' 

match. He said boxing is no more 
dangerous than many other activ.i­
ties pennitted in parks. What both­
ers people, he said, is the idea of 
boxing. 

"There is no question in my 
mind that the real issue is people 
find boxing and/ or fighting offen­
sive," he said "If safety was an is­
sue, we would be out there issuing 
citations to every kid on a bicycle 
without a helmet" 
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as many as 175 people showed up., 


