
 
 
 

AGENDA 
City of Oregon City 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
 

City Hall, Commission Chambers 
625 Center Street, Oregon City, OR 97045 

 
Thursday, April 26, 2012 

 
7:00 P.M.  

 
1. Call to order  

2. Approval of minutes – March 22, 2012 meeting 

3. Citizen comments on issues and items not on the agenda 

4. General business 

a. Old business 

i) Dog park 

ii) Goals update 

b. New business 

i) O.C. High School Construction project proposal 

ii) Grant proposal for P.O.M.C. Memorial Project at Mt. View Cemetery  

iii) Annual report to City Commission 

iv) Waterboard Park Heritage tree grove nomination 

v) “Parks” day proposal 

c. Other general business 

5. PRAC member reports 

6. Staff reports 

a. Arbor Day event – Friday April 27, 10 a.m., Chapin Park  

b. Canemah park project & community celebration date  

c. Ermatinger House 

d. Recreation Report 

7.  Next scheduled meeting date – May 24, 2012 

8.  Adjournment  



Meeting Minutes 
 

City of Oregon City 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

 
City Hall, Commission Chambers 

625 Center Street, Oregon City, OR 97045 
 

Thursday, March 22, 2012 
 
 

Attendance 
 
Members: Patrick Sweeney, Mike Mitchell, Lynn Betteridge, Bob Burns, Lisa Normand, Don 
Smith, Bryan Watt, Marty Bertsch, Brian Burke 
Excused absence:  
Staff: Scott Archer, Community Services Director; Denise Kai 
Guests: None 
 
1. Call to order: 7:06 P.M.  

2. Approval of minutes – February 23, 2012:  Approved as written. 

3. Citizen comments on issues and items not on the agenda: None 

4. General business 

a. Dog park: Mike Mitchell reported that the dog park committee met since the last PRAC 

meeting. Discussion took place about potential sites. Mike is checking on County 

property; Lisa Normand checked on Jackson Campus softball field – it is not available 

for use; Scott Archer still trying to find out about Clairmont area property.  Discussion 

about potential to program an off-leash area within Glen Oak Property.    

b. Goals update: Edits discussed; staff will bring back final list at future meeting.  Don 

Smith brought up whether to have a break-out session to get more in-depth discussion 

about topics/goals, etc.    

c. Willamette River Trail M.O.U.: Scott Archer presented this topic; PRAC passed a motion 

to express support of MOU to City Commission.  

d. Trails Plan refinement: Denise Kai provided an update about this process. It is based on 

adopted Oregon City Trails Plan. PRAC had a discussion about this.  Talked about the 

Intertwine; Transportation System Plan; other related issues.  

e. Tree plantings in parks: Scott Archer reported that a number of new trees have been 

planted in parks, and many more will be related to the Arbor Day celebration on April 

27th.   

f. Other business 

i) Mike Mitchell would like to have PRAC think about hosting a “Parks Day” event with 

the goal of getting people into parks. Put this on next meeting agenda.  

5. PRAC member reports 

a. Don Smith:  

i) Reported on recent Transportation System Plan meeting.  

ii) List of things or initiatives that PRAC has signed onto in past? 

iii) Reported on bicycle tourism meeting he attended recently.   

b. Marty Bertsch: Recognize OCHS construction group for their contributions to the parks.    



c. Lisa Normand: Event in parks and link to after school program; partnering opportunities 

with School District and City.  

d. Lynn Betteridge: Pioneer Center closed next week for spring cleaning.  

Repair/renovation items to include new freezer, refinishing ball room floor, bathroom 

improvements, outside lighting improvements, paint touch up, planting garden, etc.  

e. Patrick Sweeney: Attended a neighborhood meeting recently. 

f. Bob Burns:  

i) Amazed at all of the things the city is involved with.   

ii) Trail News very helpful for the parks info.   

iii) Would like a field trip to the parks (staff reported this would be scheduled this 

summer)   

iv) Inquired about a SOLV event (staff reported the City holds annual clean-up/SOLV 

day and this year it is being held Saturday, April 21).   

g. Bryan Watt:  

i) Great to see a full committee of 9.   

ii) OC Pool March 10 and 11, OCST held meet.  250 swimmers.  Staff at the pool never 

ceases to amaze him; they represent the City very well.   

6. Staff reports 

a. Canemah park project & community celebration date set for June 14, 5-7 P.M. 

b. Ermatinger House update 

c. R.V. Park 

i) Veteran fee waiver policy from C.I.C. proposal being worked on by staff.  Will be 

brought to PRAC for review at a future meeting when ready.   

ii) Staff preparing for working on the master plan this year.    

d. R.V. park closed again due to high water  

e. Grimm TV show filmed in Clackamette Park last weekend  

f. Pioneer Center March 4 meals fundraising initiative wrapping up  

g. Spring break camps   

h. Concerts in Park $12,000 in sponsorships already collected for this summer 

i. OC Clean-up day April 21 

j. County has informed us that the Clackamas River pedestrian bridge closure extended 

until June 

k. Other – Bob Burns will be an alternate representative on the RV park project.  

7.  Next scheduled meeting date – April 26, 2012 

8.  Adjournment: 9:15 P.M. 



PRAC Annual Update to Oregon City Commission 
 

(This document is a summary of what Mr. Watt presented during the regular Commission 
meeting on the 18th of May 2011.  It is provided for your information and action) 

 
 
Dog Park – We desire Commission’s opinion on whether or not to go forward w/planning 

 PRAC started serious discussion in 2010, and in 2011 has involved the staff to begin 
determining best course of action 

 Survey taken in 2007 for the Parks Master Plan contained positive responses  
 General feeling that now is the time - supported by anecdotal evidence in staff 

 
Parks Maintenance Utility Fee (PMUF) – PRAC desires to be part of methodology discussion 

 Current level of staff manning at or near 50% of national average 
 Parks maintenance is struggling with keeping parks up to standards 

 
Pocket Parks Disposal – We support creation of ballot issue running concurrent w/PMUF 
18-month process, and we are seeking approval from Commission to involve staff to begin 
formulating methodology for going forward 

 Methodology developed and arguments made should compliment rationale for PMUF 
 Right methodology should yield positive result that would lessen burden on staff 

and potentially generate significant funds from sale of selected properties 
 
RV Park – We support improvements to park, and look to Commission for guidance on 
whether or not to proceed in investigating best course of action 

 Staff believes there will be a significant market if we upgrade the park 
 Park should be seen as economic multiplier given unique location & proximity to COVE  
 Concept drawings completed, provided by Lango Hansen in 2009 & briefed to PRAC 

 
Singer Falls Project – PRAC fully supports, believes this project should be a priority 

 Project in the Center of Gravity of what is happening to downtown area 
 Logical compliment/continuation of Prom and staircase upgrade completed in 2010 

 
Naming of Trail Linkages and Standard Signage – PRAC sees Downtown as “Center of 
Gravity” for this type of effort.  Advising Commission to see the same. 

 Linking Riverfront, Downtown area, Promenade, Carnegie Center, and several other 
parks such as Waterboard, Rivercrest, Canemah & Old Canemah 

 Link COVE and Rivers w/ all parts of Downtown Oregon City for > economic impact 
 
Formation of Heritage Committee – PRAC supports formation and sees value in overlap, 
interface and collaboration with PRAC 

 Committee should have an eye on economic impact: Jug Handle, “Rivers”, trail 
systems (Center of Gravity) and how they support, compliment the historical O.C. 

 
Facilities – PRAC keeping an eye on major items needing attention at the pool, and other 
P&R facilities in O.C., including the foreseeable Pioneer Center expansion in the out years 
 



 
2012 PRAC Goals 

 
 

1. Identify funding for phase 2 and complete development of Wesley Lynn Park.   
 
2. Determine future plans for RV Park.     

 
3. Seek funding per completed master plan for Chapin Park.   (future goals list – remove 

from current year goals) 
 

4. Begin Master Planning process for the Glen Oak Road and Filbert Run properties.      
 

5. Investigate dog parks.   
 

6. Naming trail linkages/standardized signage.  
 
7. Work with the City in the process for determining the use of the End of Oregon Trail 

Interpretive Center site. 
 
8. Support exploration of parks maintenance utility fee or other alternative revenue 

sources for supporting parks maintenance to increase staff to meet community 

expectations for levels of service.  (Deferred for future consideration – per City 

Commission goals) 

 
9. Research referring disposal of certain pocket parks to voters  

 
10.  Support Singer Falls project.  
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PRAC Annual Update to Oregon City Commission

(This document is a summary of what Mr.Watt presented during the regular Commission
meeting on the 18th of May 2011. It is provided for your information and action)

Dog Park - We desire Commission's opinion on whether or not to go forward w/planning
• PRAC started serious discussion in 2010, and in 2011 has involved the staff to begin

determining best course of action
• Survey taken in 2007 for the Parks Master Plan contained positive responses
• General feeling that now is the time - supported by anecdotal evidence in staff

Parks Maintenance Utility Fee (PMUF) - PRAC desires to be part of methodology discussion
• Current level of staff manning at or near 50% of national average
• Parks maintenance is struggling with keeping parks up to standards

Pocket Parks Disposal - We support creation of ballot issue running concurrent w/PMUF
18-month process, and we are seeking approval from Commission to involve staff to begin
formulating methodology for going forward

• Methodology developed and arguments made should compliment rationale for PMUF
• Right methodology should yield positive result that would lessen burden on staff

and potentially generate significant funds from sale of selected properties

RV Park - We support improvements to park, and look to Commission for guidance on
whether or not to proceed in investigating best course of action

• Staff believes there will be a significant market if we upgrade the park
• Park should be seen as economic multiplier given unique location & proximity to COVE
• Concept drawings completed, provided by Lango Hansen in 2009 & briefed to PRAC

Singer Falls Project - PRAC fully supports, believes this project should be a priority
• Project in the Center of Gravity of what is happening to downtown area
• Logical compliment/continuation of Prom and staircase upgrade completed in 2010

Naming of Trail Linkages and Standard Signage - PRAC sees Downtown as "Center of
Gravity" for this type of effort. Advising Commission to see the same.

• Linking Riverfront, Downtown area, Promenade, Carnegie Center, and several other
parks such as Waterboard, Rivercrest, Canemah & Old Canemah

• Link COVE and Rivers w/ all parts of Downtown Oregon City for > economic impact

Formation of Heritage Committee - PRAC supports formation and sees value in overlap,
interface and collaboration with PRAC

• Committee should have an eye on economic impact: Jug Handle, "Rivers”, trail
systems [Center of Gravity) and how they support, compliment the historical O.C.

Facilities - PRAC keeping an eye on major items needing attention at the pool, and other
P&R facilities in O.C., including the foreseeable Pioneer Center expansion in the out years
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