
Urban Renewal Commission

City of Oregon City

Meeting Agenda

625 Center Street

Oregon City, OR 97045

503-657-0891

Commission Chambers5:30 PMWednesday, November 18, 2015

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

2. Citizen Comments

3. Adoption of the Agenda

4. General Business

4a. 15-612 Downtown Oregon City Association Sign Grant Proposal

Sponsors: Economic Development Manager Eric Underwood

Staff Report

Proposal Letter from Downtown Oregon City Association

Attachments:

4b. 15-613 Possible Dedication of a Portion of 922 Main Street Prior to Sale of 

Property

Sponsors: Economic Development Manager Eric Underwood

Staff Report

10th and Main Preliminary Map

Attachments:

5. Future Agenda Items

6. City Manager's Report

7. Adjournment
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November 18, 2015Urban Renewal Commission Meeting Agenda

_____________________________________________________________

Public Comments: The following guidelines are given for citizens presenting information or raising 

issues relevant to the City but not listed on the agenda.  

• Complete a Comment Card prior to the meeting and submit it to the staff member.

• When the Chair calls your name, proceed to the speaker table and state your name and city of 

residence into the microphone.

• Each speaker is given 3 minutes to speak. To assist in tracking your speaking time, refer to the 

timer at the dais.

• As a general practice, Oregon City Officers do not engage in discussion with those making 

comments.

 

Agenda Posted at City Hall, Pioneer Community Center, Library, and City Web 

site(oregon-city.legistar.com).

Video Streaming & Broadcasts: The meeting is streamed live on Oregon City’s Web site at 

www.orcity.org and is available on demand following the meeting. 

ADA:  City Hall is wheelchair accessible with entry ramps and handicapped parking located on the east 

side of the building. Hearing devices may be requested from the City staff member prior to the meeting. 

Disabled individuals requiring other assistance must make their request known 48 hours preceding the 

meeting by contacting the City Recorder’s Office at 503-657-0891.
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Staff Report

City of Oregon City 625 Center Street

Oregon City, OR 97045

503-657-0891

File Number: 15-612

Agenda Date: 11/18/2015  Status: Agenda Ready

To: Urban Renewal Commission Agenda #: 4a.

From: Economic Development Manager Eric Underwood File Type: Report

SUBJECT: 

Downtown Oregon City Association Sign Grant Proposal

RECOMMENDED ACTION (Motion):

Staff recommends that the Urban Renewal Commission for the City of Oregon City consider 

the sign grant proposal from the Downtown Oregon City Association and provide direction.

BACKGROUND:

At the regularly scheduled September 16, 2015 Urban Renewal Commission (URC) meeting, 

the Downtown Oregon City Association's Executive Director, Jonathan Stone, requested that 

the URC consider allocating $20,000 toward a sign micro-grant program for downtown 

businesses as downtown in located entirely within the Urban Renewal District.  At that 

meeting, it was requested by Commissioner Pauli, and the Commission agreed, that this item 

be brought back to the URC at a future meeting for further discussion.

The Downtown Oregon City Association will be presenting additional information related to the 

sign micro-grant proposal and will be available to answer any questions from the URC about 

the program.     

BUDGET IMPACT:

Amount: $20,000

FY(s):   15/16    

Funding Source: Urban Renewal Funds 
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Downtown Oregon City Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that leads revitalization efforts of Oregon City’s 171-year-old downtown. 
Downtown Oregon City Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that leads revitalization efforts of Oregon City’s 171-year-old downtown. 

2015 Board 
 
President 
Roger Nickerson 
 
Vice President 
Carol Pauli 
 
Treasurer 
Brandi Shrives 
 
Secretary 
Tara Vincente 
 
Board Members 
Michael Berman 
Jessica Smith 
Ron Yost 
Amber Holveck 
 
Executive Director 
Jonathan Stone 
 

September 14, 2015 
 
City of Oregon City 
Urban Renewal Commission 
625 Center Street 
 
RE: Artist Sign Micro-Grant Program Request to Present 
 
Dear Chair Rocky Smith: 
 
The Downtown Oregon City Association has identified an Artist Sign 
Micro-Grant Program as an important tool for downtown businesses to 
enhance their storefronts and visibility in a high-impact high-quality way. 
Initially our goal was 13 $1,000 grants but after learning more about similar 
successful programs, we quickly realized that $1,000 per grant was not 
enough and that a community design process was equally important. UR 
has funded signs in the past as part of storefront enhancements. This 
program would compliment the adaptive reuse and storefront programs 
well. It is a low cost investment that will substantially improve the 
streetscape while improving opportunity for businesses within the Urban 
Renewal district. 
 
A non-profit in Cincinnati has perfected a process that we would like to 
replicate. Watch an informative 6-minute video about Cincinnati’s 
program here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGcin-Vxumw 
 
A modest $20,000 investment from UR would allow us to provide as many 
as 20 businesses with artist designed sign concepts and would allow us to 
directly incentivize the creation of up to 10 signs. All told, the combined 
project would leverage approximately $70,000 in fabrication costs, $5,500 
in volunteer and staff time, and easily $10,000 in in-kind services. 
 
In order for us to remain on track with our other grant obligations, we 
would like to request 10 minutes of the commission’s time at the next 
available Urban Renewal Commission meeting.  
 
Best regards, 
 
Jonathan Stone 
Executive Director 
cc: Carol Pauli, Kattie Riggs, Eric Underwood  
enclosed: Examples of CoSign produced signs. 
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Examples of Most Recent CoSign produced Signs: 

 
 

 
 

An artist designs each sign. Most 
businesses have multiple artist-designed 
concepts to choose from. Business 
owners then work with fabricators and 
their chosen artist to make the design a 
reality.  
 
The non-profit team assists with 
permitting and facilitates the community 
process. 
 
CoSign’s most recent project produced 12 
signs in Covington, Kentucky. 



Staff Report

City of Oregon City 625 Center Street

Oregon City, OR 97045

503-657-0891

File Number: 15-613

Agenda Date: 11/18/2015  Status: Agenda Ready

To: Urban Renewal Commission Agenda #: 4b.

From: Economic Development Manager Eric Underwood File Type: Report

SUBJECT: 

Possible Dedication of a Portion of 922 Main Street Prior to Sale of Property

RECOMMENDED ACTION (Motion):

Staff recommends that the URC direct staff to proceed with a formal right-of-way dedication 

process for a portion of 922 Main Street prior to selling the property.

BACKGROUND:

The Urban Renewal Agency contracted with Compass Land Surveyors in September, 2015 to 

perform survey work on Urban Renewal Agency - owned 922 Main Street (10th & Main).   This 

work was contracted in order to determine and delineate railroad right-of-way for the purposes 

of acquiring a better understanding of a developable footprint for the property.  Due to 

complexities associated with the site, Compass Land Surveyors needed to perform an 

extended analysis of property records.  The research on the property goes back to 1918, 

which was the year of the first recorded document providing a description for the location of 

Singer Hill Road.  The deed indicates that there is a reservation for a public easement over 

Singer Hill Road and the document appears to be the source of information used by 

subsequent maps to plot the location of Singer Hill Road. It is also noteworthy that this 

document is consistent with subsequent deeds in that it shows that the road was only 

considered an easement and suggests that underlying fee ownership runs with the subject 

property. 

The second item is the issue of road dedication as it relates to the question of how the Urban 

Renewal Agency can easily sell the subject property (which includes the land under Singer Hill 

Road) to a third party without resolution of the Singer Hill Road question.  Further analysis 

suggests that an efficient method of resolving this issue is to proceed with a formal dedication 

process. Once a dedication has been accepted, the land is still owned by the same party but 

the landowner no longer has any liability for roadway actions for the property that was 

dedicated as a public way. 

Staff requests that the Urban Renewal Commission (URC) consider whether to move forward 

with a formal right-of-way dedication process for 922 Main Street and provide direction.  If it is 

agreed that a dedication process is needed, this item will be brought back to a future regularly 

scheduled URC meeting for formal dedication and approval.
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