
MINUTES 

MILWAUKIE CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
JULY 20, 2010 

Mayor Ferguson called the \"JOrk session to order at 6:02 p.m. in the City Hall 
Conference Room. 

Council Present: Mayor Jeremy Ferguson, Council President Greg Chaimov 
and Councilors Deborah Barnes, Joe Loomis, and Susan 
Stone 

Staff Present: City Manager Pro Tem Pat DuVal, Interim Finance Director 
Andy Parks, Resource and Economic Development Specialist 
Alex Campbell, and Community Development Coordinator 
Nicole West 

Media: Raymond Rendleman, Clackamas Review and Bobby Allyn, 
Oregonian 

Update on Utility Billing Review 

Mr. Parks updated Council on utility billing audit. To date staff had made contact 
with all the commercial accounts and were sending them letters. The 
commercial enterprises had been responsive and seemingly open to dealing with 
the situation. He had been able to hire an intern to- finish the commercial 
contacts. Building department staff was providing some assistance with the 
residential audit. rn addition a temporary worker was hired for customer service 
and to help improve the error rates. There were costs that were not budgeted, 
and he would bring the total of that in the next 30 days to get appropriations. He 
anticipated $40,000-$50,000 for staffing to get everything completed, and those 
expenses would come from the additional-revenue collected.- Mr. Parks also 
anticipated getting best practices from the City's billing software provider to 
further streamline the system. Next month there would be a number of letters 
going out to residential accounts in cycle 2, and cycle 1 letters would go out this 
week. He discussed the feasibility of implementing monthly billing and online 
payments. Staff was tracking the settlement information, and he expected the 
commercial piece would be wrapped up in 30-60 days. The residential accounts 
would depend on how long it took the audit to be completed but probably by the 
end of the year. He was currently working in fiscal policies and purchasing. 

Councilor Barnes hoped the residential accounts would be cleared up by the 
holidays. 

Mr. Parks said he was hoping to get the residential letters out by October. He did 
not expect many accounts to be owing, and some future adjustments may need 
to be made. 

Update on Kellogg for Coho Initiative 

Ms. West and Mr. Campbell reported they were making progress on the 
Initiative. They were working from the assumption that restoration of fish 
passage was very important to the recovery of endangered species, and there 
were many times of the year when surviving in the Willamette was a challenge. 
The other primary assumption was that the Kellogg Lake restoration could be 
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done in such a way that it would be an amenity with more accessible green 
space and enhanced Robert Kronberg Park. They realized they had a powerful 
story with the River, Elk Rock Island, the Johnson Creek confluence, and all of 
the bank restoration that will go on at Riverfront Park. All of these elements were 
interrelated. 

Ms. West said when the Army Corps of Engineers started its feasibility study in 
the early 2000's it found that fish passage through the damn structure was good 
in about 3% of flow conditions in the winter and less than 2% of flow conditions 
during the summer. These were dire circumstances for the fish in question. 
Through scientific review they were finding that these endangered species used 
the urbanized Willamette to a greater extent then was previously believed. The 
single greatest limiting factor for recovery and survival was the backwater habitat 
areas for juvenile fish. Kellogg Lake can provide a slow moving, resting 
environment for these fish to mature which was key to their survival. She 
discussed the oral history project that she completed in 2009 where she 
interviewed over 20 citizens. She noted the 1940's and 1950's were particularly 
interesting when Kellogg Lake was used recreationally. 

Mr. Campbell said the Army Corps of Engineers said they had identified 
$200,000 in current federal fiscal budget and will be requesting an additional 
$200,000 in the next fiscal budget to complete the feasibility study initiated in 
2002. It is was big organization and there would be some delay involved, but the 
benefit of having them as a full partner and potential funding partner could only 
be preserved by getting them in on the ground floor. Staff accepted that offer, 
and there was no immediate cost to the City. If the were to continue, then they 
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Ms. West added the City would be handling the public outreach during the 
feasibility study. They were waiting for the Corps to finish developing the scope 
of work designing the public involvement process. Staff continued to provide 
project updates on the website. Ms. West provided administrative support to the 
North Clackamas Urban Watershed Council (NCUWC) which was starting to do 
some meaningful advocacy. She discussed a grant awarded to that group for 
habitat restoration on 16 acres of the lower Mt. Scott Creek in the City of 
Milwaukie. She noted there was a watershed tour attended by 40 people. 

Mr. Campbell discussed work with the Portland Harbor Natural Resource 
Trustee Council charged with developing and coordinating damage assessment 
and restoration planning. In a year and a half the Trustees will be working with 
the responsible parties to negotiate settlements and assist in mitigation. 

Councilor Barnes enjoyed reading the oral history but was disappointed to read 
how Kellogg Lake got to its current state. She hoped to prevent that from 
happening in the future. 

Councilor Stone was curious what the likely cost would be for the City. 

Mr. Campbell estimated project costs at $13.5 million dollars when applying for 
stimulus funds that required no local match. With transportation funding, there is 
a 1 0% local match so it was hard to give a definitive answer. 

Councilor Stone said it was hard to determine whether or not to continue the 
project when the costs were not known. 

Mr. Campbell replied the range in cost depended on many factors, and the most 
extensive and expensive was rebuilding the bridge. 
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Councilor Stone asked the current depth of the Lake, the depth of the rescue 
pools, and if there were any data to support if it would be prone to vector 
infestation. 

Ms. West replied the fish passage would be deeper than the Lake currently 
which was 1 - 3 feet. She did not believe the vector issue would be any greater 
than it was now. 
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it would be an asset for the City. 

Councilor Stone asked if the interviews were taped. 
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Ms. DuVal reviewed the time line for City Manager application reviews and the 
interview process. 

Councilor Barnes asked for an update on the County agreement. 

Mayor Ferguson did not have an update at this time but would schedule an 
executive session. 

Councilor Chaimov forwarded an email from Lisa Batey in which there was a 
comment that an agreement was reached. 

Councilor Barnes wanted City Council direction before attending the upcoming 
Partnership meeting. 

Mayor Ferguson adjourned the work session at 6:41 p.m. 

Re~ectfully submitted, 

f t£t ~ tD) c1. 
Pat DuVal, City Recorder 
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AGENDA 
 

WORK SESSION 
MILWAUKIE CITY COUNCIL 

JULY 20, 2010 

MILWAUKIE CITY HALL 
Second Floor Conference Room 
10722 SE Main Street 

A light dinner will be served 

WORK SESSION – 6:00 p.m. 
Discussion Items: 

 Time Topic Presenter Page # 
     
1. 6:00 p.m. Update on Utility Billing Review Andy Parks  
     
2. 6:15 p.m. Update on Kellogg for Coho Initiative Nicole West & Alex 

Campbell 
2 

     
3. 6:45 p.m. Adjourn   
     

Information 
Executive Session: All discussions are confidential and those present may disclose 
nothing from the Session.  Representatives of the news media are allowed to attend 
Executive Sessions as provided by ORS 192.660(3) but must not disclose any 
information discussed.  No Executive Session may be held for the purpose of taking any 
final action or making any final decision.  Executive Sessions are closed to the public. 
Public Notice 
 The Council may vote in work session on non-legislative issues. 

 The time listed for each discussion item is approximate.  The actual time at which 
each item is considered may change due to the length of time devoted to the one 
previous to it. 

 The Council requests that all pagers and cell phones be either set on silent mode or 
turned off during the meeting. 

 The City of Milwaukie is committed to providing equal access to information and 
public meetings per the Americans with Disabilities (ADA).  If you need special 
accommodations, please call 503.786.7502 or email ocr@ci.milwaukie.or.us at least 
48 hours prior to the meeting. 

 
 



 
 
 

 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
Through: Pat DuVal, City Manager & 
  Kenneth Asher, Community Development & Public Works Director  
 
From: Nicole West, Community Development Coordinator and Alex 

Campbell, Resource & Economic Development Specialist  
 
Subject: Kellogg-for-Coho Initiative (KFCI) Update 
 
Date:  July 9 for July 20, 2010 Work Session 
 
 
 
Action Requested 
 
None 
 
History of Prior Actions and Discussions 
 
January 2010: Council adopts Resolution No. 04-2010 executing a grant agreement 
with American Rivers to support a planning phase for the Kellogg for Coho Initiative.   
 
April 2009: Council adopts Resolution No. 20-2009 executing a three-party agreement 
with Metro and the Oregon Department of Transportation to expend local and federal 
money on a planning phase for the Kellogg-for-Coho Initiative.  
 
February 2009: Staff briefed Council on recent public involvement and project 
development efforts. 
 
June 2006: Council approved, by Resolution (No. 27-2006), an application for Regional 
Flexible Funds (“MTIP”) to pay for planning and design under a City of Milwaukie-led 
effort to remove the Kellogg Lake dam and restore fish passage.  
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February 2002: Council authorized City Manager to commit to City participation in a 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-led study on dam removal feasibility. 
 
September 2000: Council adopted, by Ordinance, the “Milwaukie Downtown and 
Riverfront Land Use Framework Plan” as part of the Comprehensive Plan. The 
restoration of Kellogg Creek is listed as an element of the “Amenities and Open Space 
Framework” (pp. 20-21). 
 
Background 
 
As described to City Council in previous updates, the Kellogg-for-Coho Initiative builds 
on a number of years of City, County, and Federal watershed recovery planning and is 
an integral piece of the Downtown and Riverfront Land Use Framework Plan. The 
primary goal of the project is restoration of fish passage to the Kellogg/Mt Scott 
watershed (KMS) and the creation of backwater rearing and refuge habitat via removal 
of the Kellogg Lake dam/box culvert and significant riparian/wetland habitat 
enhancements within the drained Kellogg lakebed. Secondarily, the project will restore a 
natural area adjacent to Milwaukie’s developing, transit oriented downtown and will be a 
significant amenity to the community.  
 
The KMS watershed has historically provided spawning and rearing habitat for multiple 
state and federally listed endangered salmonids, including Lower Columbia River coho, 
steelhead, and Chinook salmon. Designing urban areas to support the recovery of these 
species not only demonstrates the commitment to avoiding their permanent extinction, 
but works to retain their significant socio-cultural, ecological, economic, spiritual, and 
recreational value.  
 
This year, an extensive scientific review undertaken by the Portland Harbor Trustees 
Council revealed that juvenile salmonids utilize the urbanized Lower Willamette for 
feeding and developing to a much greater extent than previously believed. The panel 
also found that backwater rearing and refuge habitats are the greatest limiting factor 
and the highest priority for restoration and specifically listed opportunity at the Kellogg 
confluence area (along with those of Johnson and Tryon Creeks) in its findings. 
Currently however, fish passage for these salmonids at the Kellogg Dam is only “good” 
during flow conditions occurring 3% of the time in winter months (Nov-Mar) and less 
than 2% of the time in summer months (Apr-Oct).   
 
Since January, when Council was last briefed, staff work has continued in several 
areas: 
 
In December 2009, the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) contacted City staff with 
notice that the ACE had received funding to resume the feasibility study that was halted 
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due to lack of funding in 2006. Based on consultation with USACE and NOAA fisheries, 
staff decided it would be prudent to take advantage of this opportunity. USACE has 
assigned a project team, and anticipates spending approximately $300,000 over the 
current and next federal fiscal years to complete the feasibility work. The USACE 
project manager is meeting regularly with City staff and participated in a site visit (June 
2010). Expenditure of MTIP regionally flexible transportation funds will be retained for 
use later in the planning or construction phases of the project. 
 
Staff expects to receive a full scope of the work from the USACE shortly. Key project 
elements will include: 

• Clarification of acceptable approaches to manage contaminated sediments, 
• Determination if removal of the box culvert without full bridge replacement is 

feasible 
• Conceptual-level design of lakebed restoration 

 
City staff is supporting ACE’s feasibility study by managing the public involvement 
process. Staff is poised to design this involvement plan in coordination with key 
directives of the USACE’s awaited scope of work. In the meantime, lake neighbors and 
citizens are being apprised of project development through consultation with NDAs, the 
project website updates, and the citizen-based North Clackamas Urban Watersheds 
Council.  
 
Additionally, City staff is pursuing another potential funding opportunity through the 
Portland Harbor Natural Resource Trustee Council. The Trustee Council is comprised of 
multiple state, federal, and tribal representatives charged with developing and 
coordinating damage assessment and restoration planning actions within the Portland 
Harbor Superfund Site. The Trustees are currently managing compensation settlements 
for the parties responsible for contaminating the harbor’s natural resources and whose 
funds will be used to restore and/or replace those resources through mitigation. 
Originally, the mitigation service area was restricted to the harbor (between the Ross 
Island Bridge and the Columbia River). However, after an analysis of the limited 
restoration potential (referred to as ecological “lift”) and egregious costs associated with 
doing work within the harbor, the eligible project area was extended to encompass 
everything north of Willamette Falls. City staff attended a trustee meeting and submitted 
a project proposal for KFCI in early May and the Trustees Council will be scheduling site 
visits of prospective projects in July.   
 
City staff continues to provide administrative support to the emerging North Clackamas 
Urban Watersheds Council (NCUWC). NCUWC’s mission is to advocate for and directly 
support the health of our urban waterways. In April 2009, NCUWC received a $23,870 
grant from Metro’s Nature in Neighborhoods Program to implement a 16-acre habitat 
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enhancement project on Lower Mt Scott Creek within Milwaukie. The project represents 
a strong partnership between the City, the watershed council, the North Clackamas 
Parks and Rec. District, and streamside private property owners. It will engage the 
community in 550 hours of volunteer activity. Additionally, the watershed council 
highlighted KFCI as the top priority in a list of project recommendations submitted to the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) as part of ODFW’s implementation of 
the Lower Columbia River Conservation & Recovery Plan for Oregon Populations of 
Salmon and Steelhead.    
 
Finally, staff has completed of the Oral History of Kellogg Lake. Throughout 2009, 
Milwaukie citizens were solicited to share their memories of Kellogg Lake. These stories 
were recorded, transcribed, and compiled into a final report that was distributed to each 
interviewee, the Milwaukie Museum and Historical Society, the Clackamas County 
Family History Society, and the Ledding Library. It is also available on the City website 
at http://www.ci.milwaukie.or.us/milwaukie/projects/kellogg4coho/kfcihome.html. 
 
Concurrence 
 
No action requested.  
 
Community Development staff are working closely with Community Services on both 
public/stakeholder outreach and overall project design and management and with the 
Planning Director to coordinate with South Downtown Development, Light Rail Planning 
and the Natural Resources Overlay Project. City Engineering has been providing 
technical support. Additionally, City Staff are partnering with the Johnson Creek 
Watershed Council to coordinate a project briefing with the federal Legislative Director.    
 
Fiscal Impact 
 
No action requested.  
 
Work Load Impacts 
 
Project can be managed within existing workloads.  
  
Alternatives 
 
Council may wish to direct staff to adjust work efforts to emphasize particular activities 
during the next six month period. 
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Attachments 
 

1. NRDA Project Proposal 
2. NCUWC KFCI Recommendation Letter to ODFW 
3. Updated KFCI Project Schedule  
4. Oral History of Kellogg Lake 
5. KFCI Project History 
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The Portland Harbor Natural Resource Trustees are looking for high value restoration 

projects in key areas along the main stem Willamette River, Multnomah Channel, and 

Columbia River (see "Expanded Study Area Map") to compensate for injuries caused to 

natural resources in the Portland Harbor Superfund Site. If your organization has a project 

you'd like to suggest, fill out this form and submit it to lauren.senkyr@noaa.gov by May 7, 

2010. Please attach a photo, map, or conceptual design of the proposed restoration site. We 

will be discussing project identification and restoration planning for the Portland Harbor 

NRDA case in further detail at our meeting on April 29th. Hope to see you there! 

Your Information 

Name: !Alex Campbell 

Organization: I city of Milwaukie 

Cl ~ntact . 6101 SEJohnson Creek Blvd./Milwaukie, OR 97206/0ffice: (503) 786-7608/Cell: (971) 227-419~: 
n.ormatton: IIi 

Potential Restoration Project Site Information 

Project Name:IKellog-for-Coho Initiative 

Landowner: I City of Milwaukie 

Ll ikelly ~~ity of Milwaukie/USACE 
mp ementer: 

~============================~ 

Site 

Description: 

Proposed 

Restoration: 

The Kellogg-for-Coho Initiative project site is located at river mile 18 (45.44°/-122.64°) 
immediately south of downtown Milwaukie. Originally constructed to power a grist mill in 
1858 and reinforced multiple times since, Kellogg Dam is a box culvert approximately 200ft 
upstream of Kellogg Creek's confluence with the Willamette and is an integral component of 
the 99E bridge structure. Kellogg Lake is a 14 acre warm-water reservoir with average depths 
ranging from 1-3 ft and contains approximately 17,500 yds3 of sediment contaminated. 
Steep embankments surround the lake and are dominated by multiple state-listed invasive 
plant species. Kellogg Lake has no current recreational value or public use, but is considered 
an aesthetic amenity to some neighbors. 

Proposed restoration includes removal of existing box culvert/dam and drainage of Kellogg 
Lake. Dam removal may require replacement of the 99E Bridge or, at a minimum, substantial 
work to preserve the structural integrity of the bridge. Habitat restoration and enhancement 
includes creation of approximately 0.75 miles of meandering stream channel within the 
former lake-bed, control of exotic plant communities, placement of LWD structures, and 
creation of 14 acres of native wetland and riparian habitats. The lake bed has several springs. 
In combination with the back-watering effect from the main stem Willamette, there is the 
opportunity to create substantial off-channel rearing and refugia habitats. 



 
  
June 2, 2010 
 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission 
3406 Cherry Avenue N.E. 
Salem, Oregon   97303 
 
Re:  Draft Lower Columbia River Recovery Plan for Salmon and Steelhead 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
The North Clackamas Urban Watersheds Council was recognized by the Clackamas County Board of 
Commissioners June 25, 2009 with its primary interest in the Kellogg-Mt. Scott watersheds and 
Willamette River tributaries between the Clackamas River and Johnson Creek (map attached).  
 
Our priority efforts are focused upon the City of Milwaukie’s Kellogg-for-Coho Initiative 
(http://cityofmilwaukie.org/milwaukie/projects/kellogg4coho/kfcihome.html).  The city has been planning 
with federal agencies for the restoration of the Kellogg mouth and estuary, blocked to fish passage since 
the 1850’s. The Kellogg Estuary used to routinely provide crucial refuge from the mainstem Willamette. 
Removal of the dam will reestablish this refugia habitat and open up the entire watershed, including high 
priority spawning habitat in the upper reaches, to salmon species.   
 
Recently, an expert panel developed by the Portland Harbor Trustees Council illustrated the importance 
of urban habitat for salmon recovery. They revealed that juvenile salmonids utilize the urbanized Lower 
Willamette for feeding and developing to a much greater extent than previously believed.  The panel also 
found that backwater rearing and refugia habitats, such as the Milwaukie Bay, Kellogg and Johnson 
Creek mouths, and Kellogg’s nearly mile-long estuary and riparian and upland habitats within the 
respective watersheds, are the most limited and the highest priority for restoration (summary attached).   
 
As fish access becomes more of a reality, the funding need for a fish-focused Watershed Recovery 
Assessment and Strategic Salmon Recovery Plan for the Kellogg-Mt. Scott watershed is apparent. An on-
going Tree Inventory would help measure the watershed health improvements. Many smaller fish passage 
and restoration projects are needed upstream due to roads and utility barriers, along with regenerating 
urban tree canopy, restoring groundwater for summer flows, and repairing our 100 year floodplain, stream 
complexity, and connectivity. To this end we have been working on developing a list of projects that we 
feel we could take on if funding was available.  We hope to share a matrix with ODFW as the 
administration enters their prioritization phase.  Thank you for taking our watershed needs into 
consideration. 
 
  
Sincerely, 
 
The North Clackamas Urban Watersheds Council 
 
 
Attachments:   
• Map of NCUWC interests 
• Portland Harbor National Resource Trustee Council, “Expert Panel” Discussion of Habitat 

Restoration for Chinook Salmon, 2010  

ATTACHMENT 2
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Phase Detail
Q3 
2010

Q4 
2010

Q1 
2011

Q2 
2011

Q3 
2011

Q4 
2011

Q1-2 
2012

Q3-4 
2012 2013 2014

USACE Feasibility 
Study

Sediment Sampling 
Sediment Options Analysis
Bridge/Confluence Options Analysis
Approach Selection 
Conceptual Lakebed Design

Preliminary 
Engineering

Sediment Planning
Restoration Planning
Pre-Permitting Activities
50%+ DESIGN

Permitting SLOPES/Permit Review
City Land Use Review

Final Design & 
Construction

Final Design
ROW/RR negotiation
Bridge/In-water construction
Restoration construction

On-going Monitoring & Assessment
Public Involvement and Education

Possible Elements

Natural Resources 
Damages 

Assesment Process

Draft Restoration Planning
Final Restoration Plan/FEIS
ROD for Restoration Plan/FEIS
Restoration Plan Implementation

Kellogg-for-Coho Initiative Project Time-line 
City of Milwaukie

7/9/2010

WS PAGE 8



 

 
 
 
 

 
An Oral History of  

Kellogg Lake 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

By Nicole West 
City of Milwaukie 
December, 2009 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 4

WS PAGE 9



An Oral History of Kellogg Lake; Table of Contents                                             
  
 

1. Introduction 1 

2. Methodology  

a. Preliminary Research of Non-Oral Sources 1  

b. Citizen Interviews 2 

c. Weaknesses of the Study 2 

3. Historical Context 

a. Early Significance of Waterways on Regional Settlement 3 

b. The Old Standard Mill and Origin of Kellogg Dam  5 

4. An Oral History 1918-Present 

a. The Early Days; Enjoying Kellogg Lake 8 

b. The Decline of Kellogg Lake 29 

c. Kellogg Lake Today; The Milwaukie Presbyterian Church 34 

d. Responding to Change; the Future of Kellogg Lake 35 

5. Conclusions; Remembering Kellogg Lake 38 

6. Appendix; News Articles and Images 1852-Present 39 

 

WS PAGE 10



Introduction 
Kellogg Lake has been a central geographical feature in Milwaukie for over 160 years, but today 
most Milwaukie citizens, even the Lake’s immediate neighbors, have little interaction with it.  
 
Technically speaking, Kellogg Lake is a man-made “impoundment” with a surface area of about 
14 acres. Originally, Kellogg Creek was dammed to power the Standard Mill in 1858 and it 
served as a mill pond for about three decades. According to the US Army Corps of Engineers 
(2002), the original stream channel has become masked deep within the lakebed by about 
17,500 cubic yards of sediment that is contaminated above legal standards set by the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for both DDT and Chlordane. It has experienced 
frequent sewer overflows and is the recipient of a significant amount of stormwater runoff from 
surrounding residential properties, Lake Rd, and McLoughlin Blvd. These factors contribute to 
its placement on the DEQ’s “d” list (DEQ, 2004/2006), which is the lowest categorization for 
water quality, due to e coli violations.  
 
Many of us, especially those who are young or new to Milwaukie, do not harbor affectionate 
memories of playing around Kellogg Lake, swimming and fishing in it, or skating and sledding 
on it. For most, it’s easy to see a body of water defined by its ecological limitations; poor 
passage for native fish, invasive plant species, contamination, and bank erosion.  
 
But this perspective does not do justice to the early history of Kellogg Lake, and the ways that it 
enriched the lives of those that lived near its shores during the 20’s, 30’s, and 40’s. Nor does it 
recognize the chain of events that lead to the lake’s eventual degradation beginning largely in 
the 50’s. Lastly, it doesn’t honor sporadic efforts undertaken by groups and individuals who 
have working tirelessly to reinstate the integrity of the Lake for recreation and habitat.   
 
This Oral History Project attempts to reconcile the contrasting feelings of affection, disregard, 
and apathy associated with Kellogg Lake. Based largely on the memories of those interviewed, 
this document strives to tell the story of a lake that was once enjoyed and cherished but now 
forgotten, and how it got from there to here.  
 
Methodology 
Preliminary Research of Non-Oral Sources 
The primary challenge of oral histories is that they are intended to capture the living stories of a 
person or community. The accuracy and effectiveness of an oral history begins to decline 
rapidly when one digs deeper into the past than the lives of the interviewees. So, they tend to be 
both defined and limited by generations. For this reason, preliminary research of non-oral 
sources is an essential starting point if the goal is to tell a story which extends farther into 
history than living community members. 
 
Extensive research was conducted, which attempted to decipher the early history of Kellogg 
Lake; to determine how, when, and why it came to be and also to support information derived 
during the interview process. In this way, this final document is a fusion of traditional historical 
research, with a strong interview-based or oral component.     
 
This research was conducted throughout the duration of the project with the assistance of; The 
Ledding Library, the Oregon Historical Society, the Multnomah County Library, the Clackamas 
Library, the Milwaukie Museum and Historical Society, and multiple online resources.  
 

An Oral History of Kellogg Lake           
February, 2010 
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Interviews 
Multiple Milwaukie residents graciously shared their memories of areas in and around Kellogg 
Lake. Interviews occurred during the spring and summer of 2009, usually in the homes of the 
interviewees or in popular Milwaukie businesses. Each interview was audio taped, with the 
approval of the interviewee, and later transcribed. While compiling the final report, quotations 
were rearranged to create a sense of cohesion and flow for the reader, but the accuracy of the 
quotations themselves was upheld. These interviews provided a puzzle-piece framework telling 
a story of a lake that was loved, cherished, taken advantage of, abused, and largely forgotten.  
 
Interviewees were identified with the assistance of JoAnn Herrigel, City of Milwaukie Community 
Services Director. Also, the project was advertised and interviewees sought through 
notifications published in the Milwaukie Pilot and the Milwaukie Center’s monthly newsletter.   
 
Finally, in completing this project, the City of Milwaukie recognizes that history is an evolutionary 
process, never ceasing to unfold around us as memory forms and fades. We can hardly expect 
that 160 years of sentiments toward Kellogg Lake could be summed up in a handful of 
interviews. Therefore, if reading this document stirs your memories of Kellogg Lake-please don’t 
hesitate to call and share your stories1.   
 
Weaknesses with the Study 
There were two main factors inhibiting this research project. Interviews were conducted by City 
of Milwaukie staff, which brought challenges to the interview process. This fact seemed to 
create a certain degree of suspicion about the project’s intent as well as occasionally prompting 
interviewees to be sidetracked by other local concerns, unrelated to Kellogg Lake.  
 
Secondly, interviewer and interviewee rapport was, at times, compromised by the City’s Kellogg 
for Coho Initiative (KFCI); a project which plans to reconstruct a naturalized Kellogg Creek and 
associated riparian habitat, in the place of Kellogg Lake. The association between cataloguing 
Kellogg Lake memories in this oral history and the Kellogg-for-Coho Initiative presented a sense 
of irony; citizens were sharing memories of a lake they may have cherished, with the 
understanding that it may not last forever. I believe that an individual with no affiliation to any 
governmental agency, and particularly to the Kellogg for Coho Initiative, may have had the 
opportunity to develop a stronger rapport with the citizens interviewed.     
 
 

                                                 
1 To share your memories of Kellogg Lake, contact; Nicole West at 503-786-7643 
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Historical Context  
Early Significance of Waterways on Regional Settlement  
Since long before Lewis and Clark’s great expedition, Oregon’s waterways have been the 
historic vector of settlement and development. They were the ancient highways used by 
ambitious men setting forth onto what would later become the Oregon Territory. Rivers and 
streams have determined the strategic layout of today’s towns and cities, and defined the 
commerce and industry that grew upon their shores. According to Corning (1973), they were the 
focal point of transport for goods, services, and citizens for over three decades before the 
expansion of rail and stagecoach and personal buggies and early settlers learned to depend 
upon harnessing their power. This explains Lot Whitcomb’s decision to establish Milwaukie 
between Johnson and Kellogg Creek’s confluence’s with the Willamette River and shaped the 
city’s early development.  
 
By the time Milwaukie was founded in 1847, disease and the virtual extermination of all fur 
bearing animals, due to the early pioneer explosion of the fur trade industry, had eliminated all 
but a handful of the Native Clackamas population within the region (Olson, p.6) and the “area 
was a forested wilderness of fir, hemlock, cedar, and oak, with clumps of maple and alder, and 
with thickets of hazel, currant and salmon-berry bushes” (Olson, p. 3). Lot Whitcomb quickly 
decided upon the site of present day Milwaukie, and derived its name from an indigenous word 
from his home state of Wisconsin meaning the “meeting place of waters”. Early in 1851, the 
area was surveyed for the first time. This survey, shown below, is the only documentation 
illustrating the original free-flowing creek, initially referred to as Cold Creek. According to Dimon 
(1981), the name Cold Creek was likely derived from Whitcomb’s childhood town; Cold Creek, 
Michigan. The name was later changed to Kellogg Creek, after Joseph Kellogg who established 
his homestead and a successful grist mill on a donation land claim along the creek’s edge.  
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Settlers first set up farms and businesses along the Willamette that seeped down its tributaries 
and the rivers. According to Corning (1973), wagon travel was debilitated by the sogginess of 
land within the Willamette Valley, so travel along the main-stem and its tributaries was a 
necessity for the first settlers. River behavior was largely unpredictable and varied greatly with 
the changing of seasons.  
 
According to the Oregon Historical Society, Journal #68 (p. 161), Lot Whitcomb completed the 
first plat of Milwaukie (pictured below) in 18512. This plat illustrates the first planning effort to 
determine the layout of the downtown and the damming of Kellogg Creek. It’s fascinating to note 
that the plat clearly indicates two outlets for Kellogg Creek; one in the location of the present 
day outlet, and the other further north near Johnson Creek. Was there a period when Kellogg 
Creek had two outlets to the Willamette, or was this plan never realized? If a second outlet was 
created, which was the original confluence and which was its man-made counterpart, and when 
was the northern-most outlet filled? Given the technological limitations of the era, logic suggests 
that settlers would have opted to bore a secondary outlet through the shortest distance. Thus 
the northern-most outlet could have been Kellogg’s original confluence. But, without 
comprehensive geo-technical analysis, we may never know the true story explaining this image.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 However other sources, like Clackamas County dispute this and date the plat to 1852. Due to a 
devastating flood in the basement of City Hall, when most all original planning were destroyed, many 
unanswered question about the early development in Milwaukie persist.  
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The significance of early Milwaukie’s linkages to its surrounding rivers and streams only grew 
with technological advancement, particularly the steam engine. Fast-paced industrial 
development and settlement associated with the California Gold Rush of 1849 demanded 
unprecedented amounts of resources from the Pacific Northwest. Lot Whitcomb’s steamship 
enterprise, on the shores of the Willamette, was the first in Oregon to provide regional timber 
and flour from Milwaukie’s state of the art grist mills to the Bay Area in California.  
 

“…No difficulty was experienced in disposing of all the lumber that could be cut, most of 
it going by vessels to San Francisco. On December 13, 1849, the ‘Oregon Spectator’ 
claimed that four sawmills were operating or would be operating at Milwaukie…Then 
early in 1849, a commissioned Joseph Kellogg had taken up a donation land claim next 
to that of Lot Whitcomb, to build a schooner to carry lumber and flour to the San 
Francisco market. Kellogg constructed a crude shipyard near the Whitcomb sawmill 
and went to work on the vessel. When the schooner was completed, it was loaded with 
lumber, flour and bacon. In San Francisco, the entire cargo was disposed of at fabulous 
prices. After that the saw mill-and-grist mill at Milwaukie worked day and night.” (Olson, 
p. 8-9)  

 
 
The Standard Mill and Origin of Kellogg Dam  
The damming of Kellogg Creek was a formative event in Milwaukie history and contributed to its 
growing fame as a bustling mill town in the mid-19th Century. The seemingly insatiable demand 
provided by the settlement frenzy of the California Gold Rush was mirrored by a sense that 
timber, fisheries, and agricultural products from the Pacific Northwest were equally limitless. As 
a result, Milwaukie quickly developed a strong reputation, not only for Whitcomb’s state-of-the-
art steamship enterprise but also as a prominent mill-town, well positioned to process wheat 
from the fertile lands lining the western shores of the Willamette and timber hauled out from as 
far away as Estacada.  
 
The small settlement boasted multiple mills and perhaps most notable was the Standard Mill, 
which initially dammed Kellogg Creek to power its operation in 1858. The Standard Mill, a joint 
enterprise between Kellogg, Bradbury, and Eddy gave Oregon flour its reputation as the first mill 
to produce pure, white flour.   
 

“From the Tualatin Plains came the wheat that was ground into flour. Among other 
things that builder (Joseph Kellogg) did was to invent an apparatus for separating 
blue-pod from the wheat, and this in the grinding, left the flour perfectly pure and 
white. Other mills lacked this appliance for separating foreign matter from the grain, 
and although all flour was considered good, the Standard Mill product was highly 
superior. (Oregon Historical Society Scrapbook #4, 145-146) 

 
Industry continued to boom for the Pacific Northwest and log mills and ponds were the principle 
settings for lumber production and staging. As the mountain ranges in Central Oregon posed 
particular transportation challenges, even for the steam locomotive, shipping by sea remained 
the principle form of transportation for Oregon Valley natural resources (timber, firs, fish etc) 
well into the 1900’s. However, as a result of the growing appeal in size and availability of the 
Portland Harbor and the narrowly-navigable shallows constituted by gravel bars downstream of 
Ross Island, Milwaukie was slowly abandoned by sea-going commerce.  
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Despite this decline in sea-going commerce, livelihood was maintained by Milwaukie’s 
riverboats, sawmills, and the popular name of the Standard Mill brand’s pure white flour that 
kept the mill in business through 1879. But, according to Corning (1973), as the town’s economy 
grew and shifted, Milwaukie became a town of moderate size, largely detached from river life. 
The Old Standard Mill faded into an emblem of Milwaukie’s industrial boom, a relic of its dream 
to be the greatest port city on the Willamette.   

 

The timbers that formed the Standard Mill were carved from the forest and as honestly 
put together as the hands that constructed it. The old timers will tell you with pride that 
in the flood of 1861, when the water swept over the second floor of the mill and leveled 
the adjacent low-lying valley of the Willamette, every other mill was washed out but the 
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Old Standard stuck to her moorings.  Forty three years passed by and still the old mill 
remains as an honorable landmark of Milwaukie and a feature that readily catches the 
eye of many artists looking for views.” (Oregon Historical Society Scrapbook #4, 145-
146 )  

After 43 years, the Mill fell subject to dilapidation and finally fell in 1901. A map of downtown 
Milwaukie, reconstructed based on memories in 1903 to depict the city around the time of 1896 
was printed in The Review (February 23, 1977). This map (below) shows the location of the 
Standard Mill building on the South side of Kellogg’s confluence with the Willamette.  
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An Oral History 1918-Present 
The Early Days; Enjoying Kellogg Lake 
Since the days when it was first flanked by the Donation Land Claims of Milwaukie’s founding 
fathers, Lot Whitcomb and Joseph Kellogg, Kellogg Lake has been privately owned. For this 
reason, citizen use and enjoyment of the Lake has been largely restricted to those that lived in 
its immediate vicinity. Aside from powering the Standard Mill, little is known of its recreational or 
functional use between 1858 and 1920. But the interviews that follow tell a rich story of how the 
Lake’s immediate neighbors, and their friends, spent three decades recreating in and around 
Kellogg Lake  
 

One of those historic lake neighbors was Ernie Bisio, who is likely Milwaukie’s oldest living 
resident. He was born at home, on his family’s farm at 25th St. and Lake Rd, in 1918. Now 
dominated by residential development, his family farmed the entire hillside sloping toward 
Kellogg Lake in a variety of garden vegetables. He and his wife, Ann3, attended school together 
beginning in the 1st grade at St John’s Catholic. They graduated from Milwaukie High in 1936 
and have resided in Milwaukie since.  

As the survivor of a near-death boating accident, Ernie has a particularly interesting relationship 
with Milwaukie’s waters. On May 28, 1939 Ernie was thrown from his boat while taking a leisure 
ride in the Willamette River. After being submerged for about 20 minutes, Bisio was fished out 
by a grappling hook that was manned by Staff Jennings. Jennings proceeded to perform CPR 
for one-and-a-half hours before Bisio eventually came to.4  

Like this death-defying story, most of Bisio’s river memories took place on the Willamette or 
Johnson Creek. But, when asked about his memories of Kellogg Lake, he still had a lot to talk 
about;  

“Well my brother and I, we’d walk down there to the lake, you know. And we found an 
old row boat out there and we got in it and we rowed around on the lake…” –he pauses 
to chuckle- “…in fact I can remember that this row boat, the front end of it was rotted 
away so we had to sit at the back end of the boat while we rowed around otherwise 
water would come in and flood the boat! In fact the farm here, they used to go down 
and get the crawfish. We used to have big crawfish feeds and they’d get the craw fish 
out of creek there and they were all healthy crawfish-big ones and so I’d say everything 
was pretty clear. It hadn’t gotten polluted because the population was still way down.” –
Ernie Bisio 

When prodded more about recreating around the Lake, Bisio’s memories unfold like an 
abridged agricultural history of Milwaukie and I understood quickly that his childhood was 
occupied by the tasks and duties of life on a farm much more so than lake-side recreation. 

 “We grew all types of vegetables and in 1918 my dad had planted lots of garlic. And in 
1918 we also had the influenza. It was an epidemic and garlic was supposed to have 
been the cure and my dad had planted lots of garlic and he made lots of money 
because people were coming to the farm there to buy the garlic. That’s the year I was 
born. February 1918. And from there-that money, that’s when he bought this property 
here, the 4 acres up over the hill here. Now, we just have this and the field up above, 
about an acre-and-a-half here.” 

“My dad built the home up there in 1923. Let’s see there’s our house, the house my 
brother built, and then another house, and then the family house. I spent the first 4 or 5 

                                                 
3 Ernie’s wife was originally Ann Corti, a prominent family in early Milwaukie. Her brother, Dr George 
Corti, had a family medicine practice and many Milwaukie residents were his patients.  
4 See full article, “Milwaukie Man Rescued From River Tells How It Feels to Die”,  in Appendix.  
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years down on the farm there. When my dad and brother were building the house, I’d 
walk up there-4 or 5 years old-with the lunch pail. Up to 25th and bring the lunch up 
there. Lake Rd maybe had 100 cars a day on it, if that many. It wasn’t a very traveled 
road and that was it. And I knew some of the people who lived along it and they kind of 
made fun of me walking up there.”  

“When I say that 100 cars a day was a lot of traffic, I mean it. One street that wasn’t 
paved that you couldn’t drive through it because it was a mud hole was 21st St. That 
was a mud hole through there. The problem was that the log trucks were coming down 
there under the trestle. And the logs got bigger and bigger, and pretty soon, they 
couldn’t go under the trestle. One time they went down there and the log truck got 
wedged underneath there and they were trying to figure it out. And a bunch of us 
walked down there and saw-and I forgot who it was-but one of us said ‘well let the air 
out of the tires on the log truck’. So, they let the air down and out and they had the 
clearance to get through there. We were probably 10, 11, 12 years old.”  

“It was all just farms up through here then. We pumped water out of the lake to irrigate 
the gardens. Yes, it was all farm land up through here. People were growing 
everything, but mostly what we called garden vegetables like radishes, green onions, 
spinach, lettuce, tomatoes, beans, peas, cabbage, and stuff. We had an old gasoline 
pump that pumped the water out. We had an early morning market that we went to. Oh 
yes, we had to get up at two o’clock in the morning. It was on 11th and Belmont. There 
were no farmers markets in Milwaukie then. All the farmers came there. Everybody 
came there. It was two blocks big and we had our stalls where we drove our trucks in 
there and laid our vegetables. We would sell some, and buy some, and I had a number 
of poppa and momma grocery stores that I would deliver produce to and so I would 
probably have some of the stuff that we grew that I needed and then maybe they 
wanted some peas and I would have to buy peas from someone that grew peas. Well 
and all the grocery stores wanted their produce at seven in the morning-so I had to get 
up at three o’clock-two o’clock in the morning and-oh yes-it was two or three o’clock 
every morning we’d get up and then go to the market and sell what we wanted to sell, 
buy what we wanted to buy, and load the truck up, and then go deliver the goods to the 
stores because everybody wanted it by 7:00am. It had to be that way. Our house was 
one of the only houses in the neighborhood. In fact, over here on 36th this was a big 
field-my dad used to plant it every spring in peas-oh I’ll bet 7-8 acres, it was all peas. 
And then he’d get students to come and pick the peas for the farm. And Gilford drive 
down there that was all farm land. Across the way there were two berry farms, Bosses 
and Fishers; two berry farms where Rowe Middle School is now. That was all berry 
farms. And on this side this was all farm land. There weren’t ten houses up along 
there…” –Ernie Bisio 

 

Bringing us back to the question of recreating in Kellogg Lake, Ernie’s wife adds,   

“That’s the other thing too…there just wasn’t swimming the way there is now. 
Swimming just wasn’t a big thing-young people were working when they were 
teenagers. They were working. We had to work. And I know in my case, my mother 
discouraged us to go anywhere where there was water. She did not encourage 
swimming. She was afraid of water. My brother learned to swim-but I didn’t.” - Ann 
Bisio 

 
I asked if she or Ernie ever spent time at the City’s Bandstand, that used to be located near 
present day Dogwood Park;  
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“That isn’t anything my mother would have encouraged us to do-going down to the 
bandstand.” –Ann   

As this and other interviews unfolded, I quickly learned that just about everybody had stories of 
the Tillamook Branch railroad trestles that cross Kellogg Lake just upstream from OR 99E. The 
Bisio’s were no exception;   

“I think my mother was so afraid of water-and cautioning us about water. The only thing 
I can remember as far as Kellogg-is that one time a group of us, about three or four of 
us friends, young friends, we decided we were going to walk across the trestle. There’s 
a trestle across Kellogg and I remember that. That was the scariest thing I ever did in 
my life. We did it. We walked on that-and that was so scary. I don’t remember coming 
back. But I remember going. That’s as close as I ever came to Kellogg Lake. There 
was nothing to hang onto-there was nothing. You looked down and it was very scary. 
Oh we were probably 13-14 years old.” –Ann 

 “A bunch of us used to go down to the trestle and smoke. And I went down there once 
and I was going to start smoking. But my brother came down and caught me down 
there and he said ‘If I ever catch you with a cigarette in your hands I’m going to knock 
your head off. So I never did. He scared me to death and I never did smoke.” -Ernie  

“In 1946 after he came back from WWII we walked all the way to Lake Oswego on the 
trestle. Yes we did-to Lake Oswego across that trestle and across the Willamette River 
trestle over to Lake Oswego. We didn’t have a car so we just walked. We were going 
over to my brother’s and he lived on the lake over there. But we did get a ride back. We 
didn’t have to walk back. You’re stepping from one tie to another.” –Ann  

Well, I figured if I would fall in the river, I’d make it. I had done it once!” -Ernie 
 

Like Bisio, Bob Hatz grew up in the immediate vicinity of Kellogg Lake. He was also born in 
1918 and was raised in a home near the end of 23st St, directly across from Kellogg Lake. His 
childhood home is exactly where the Milwaukie High School auditorium sits today. When 
interviewed, he was 90 years old. Sitting together at one of his favorite local establishments, 
Libby’s, we laugh as he shares similar stories of rather unsuccessful boating attempts in Kellogg 
Lake; 

“Ok, to begin with when I was in…I think either the 6th grade or Junior High, I built a 
boat…out of scraps. Ok, I built a scow. That’s a boat that doesn’t have a point. But it 
had sides and everything. Anyway, I was so proud of that and took it down to the lake 
and put it in and I climbed up top onto the rafters…above the trestle and I jumped in 
and I went clear down into the lake.” –Bob Hatz 

He pauses to laugh heartily in spite of himself…  

“That was the only time I went swimming instead of boating and that was the end of my 
building of a boat. In my backyard, I just built it and took it down and a whole bunch of 
kids were with me. ‘Oh I’m going to get in here…I’m going to jump in.’ And I jumped. 
You know, I nailed it this way instead of grooving and things…I was a young kid. I 
didn’t know better. I did get some tar you know. But I did it the wrong way. And a whole 
bunch of kids were with me. It could be someplace down there… 

As a comic afterthought, he adds,  

“I shouldn’t have told you this. I’ll be blamed for polluting the lake!” 

“As a kid, the Milwaukie dump was all right on the lake. From Washington St. it didn’t 
go through down to the old super highway. This here wasn’t a street then-it was just a 
whole big dump. This was terrible. A bunch of the umm…what you want to call them, 
hobos, or out of work people, they would come to the dump all the time and they made 
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money by getting the old canning jar lids. There’s kind of a glass stuff in them and they 
would knock that out and they would get the lead in the lids and sell it. That’s how they 
made money. I guess they didn’t realize it was bad. Now Milwaukie bought that 
property there. It used to be Mac’s Pit5 and then it became another restaurant and then 
it became a kind of a Pawn Shop. But originally, it was the City’s dump. I tell you worse 
then that, when Milwaukie had their regular sewer, it went right into the river and right 
down Jefferson St. that’s where the sewer went into the river. But that’s where the park 
came to be. Anyway, it was bad.”  

“But there were still lots of open space and fir trees around and another little creek that 
come (into Kellogg Lake) from the natural springs on the old Presbyterian Church 
property…There is a holly tree that is still growing where my dad planted it in 1912. It’s 
still there. I got a picture of me and my dad and my sister. I should have brought 
it…and you know the Milwaukie Market Place? That was all beaver dam-that’s why that 
ground was so good.” 

When asked to give some context for life in the 1920’s and 30’s, he responded, 

“Well, I’ll tell you my wages. When I was in the 6th grade of grammar school, which was 
right in Milwaukie, during the summer I worked for the Binn Brother’s Celery Fields, 
owned by George and Ted Binn, which is now Milwaukie Market place. We were 
getting 15 cents and hour. And the men that were doing the manual work, they were 
making 25 cents and hour. I was the “plunky” that dropped the celery plants. I dropped 
‘em. They had a rig that would make the spots and I’d take the flat and take out the 
plants and drop ‘em one…one…one and the men behind, they were the planters. They 
had a stick deal that they’d poke a hole down and put the celery plant in and push it 
over. So they were making 25 cents and we were making 15.” 

“But, when I was still in Junior High School, and it was during the depression, I bought 
a very nice row boat for $5. It was from one of the, basically a transient, they were out 
of work. He fished the lake and he wanted to sell his boat because he needed money. I 
was, like I say, I was only about 13 years old. But I got it from my folks. I got the money 
and got the boat. My dad was fortunate. He was working for the government so I could 
get a little money. Mainly it was asking for nickels. I had my boat until my junior year 
and then I got more interested in the girls. And my row boat, I didn’t get down to the 
lake, and it disappeared. Somebody took it. I just left it.”  

“As a kid, I was also at Elk Rock Island many times. When we went over to the island 
in the summertime, it was all rocks and we just walked across all the time. To begin 
with there was a big dance hall-but it wasn’t in use at that time. Anyway we would take 
our roller skates and we would roller skate on the floors and about a year or two later 
as it was still deteriorating we would rip off the shingles off of the side of the dance hall 
and we would start our bon fires and have a weenie roast on the beach. We had a lot 
of fun. And there were times when the water was too high above that we would take 
our row boats and go up over there. It was just all nature there-there was a dance hall 
down below and up above there were three cabins up above. When I was a kid they 
were more or less not used or anything. One of the cabins, a caretaker and his family 
lived in it and they would have to get the row boat and go to Milwaukie to get supplies 
and go back.”  

“But a lot of my memories are on the trestle…You know, at 2 o’clock the express train 
would come. We would get out in the middle of the trestle and we would run and try to 
beat the trains. But we would run on the ties. They had quite a few of those little rain 

                                                 
5 Mac’s Pit was a famous local establishment. It experienced serious decline in its later years, but was 
once a very popular family barbecue.   
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barrels on the sides. And lots of times we would just stand there (on the side platforms) 
and watch the trains go by…The other part, underneath the trestle, are these beams 
that go across holding the trestle and we would walk across those way up at the top. 
We got pretty good at that…One of the kids didn’t make it and he had to jump off onto 
the land and broke his legs.”  

“Oh there was one time a group of us, I was about a junior. And we started and we 
swam in the lake from down by the trestle, we went in and went under the trestle down 
to where the dam was and into the river and we swam clear down to Waverly Country 
Club. That was just a dare to see if we could do it. We had the boats. There was, I 
think…Lee, Bill…yes, four of us that did it. Yes, we used the lake and we used the 
river.” 
 “We also would fish for the croppies. Croppies and the sunfish and the blue gills were 
all basically the same type of fish, basically they’re a flat-lot of bones. But the prize 
fishing was when you went on over to what we called the island (Elk Rock Island) -you 
take a plug and fish for the big-mouth bass. They were pretty tricky…Every year it did 
that; every spring. We sat there and we would fish for salmon in the river.” 

“But the problem in the springs when the water was so high-it wasn’t salmon-it was the 
darn carp would come in. They were partially responsible for the other fish to 
disappear.”  

 “Now, I think I should tell you more about the dam. In 1932 when President FDR came 
into being and everything was ‘happy days are here again’, he created this CCC and 
the WPA. In 1934, they had the fellas in there with shovels and pick axes and they 
made a whole trench underneath the bridge.6 To begin with the street cars went right 
down the middle of Main St. But anyhow, I was down there all the time while they were 
doing this, making a big trench. I was about 14 maybe 15, in that area. Ya, that’s when 
I was just a nosey little kid watching everything and the men were very nice to little kids 
like me. They let me go up and be all around everything that was being done. 

And they drained the lake completely. And then they put in this, like a gate in and it 
built the lake back up. That’s how they drained the lake the first time. It was a slow 
process. But they gradually did it. And they made the gate. And about two years later 
there was a problem in the upper part of the lake, so they drained the thing again. So it 
was drained twice.”7 

“They never did get rid of the stream when they drained the water still kept coming-they 
filled in a lot. The WPA people-they were just draining the lake. I went all through the 
mud. I walked all through there and there was a type of a clam even I saw in the mud.”  

“See before they had Bonneville Dam, every spring the snow melt would be so heavy 
they would back the rivers up and it would back clear up to Oregon City. And there 
wasn’t the dams to control it. So what happened, the lake would be part of the river. In 
the spring, we would row from the lake right into the river into the Willamette. It was 
way up above (the dam). It was high. See, they control that more now.”  

 “Growing up seemed like there was a lot more snow and cold. My mother told me that 
when she was a girl they went up to The Dalles where some of our relatives are, and it 
was in the winter and roads were so bad-of course in those days, with a team of 
horses, they rode all the way from The Dalles down to Portland and up the Willamette 

                                                 
6 Hatz’ memory is referring to a modification made to the dam structure. The original design intended for 
the impoundment to be drained occasionally for maintenance.   
 
7 According to Floyd Bennett, a highly informed citizen, the lake was actually drained 6-7 times during the 
20th century.  
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on the ice with their team of horses and got out on Milwaukie. At that time, my mother 
lived just a little east of Milwaukie. I also walked on the river on the ice and to me the 
winters were colder back in those days. Basically in the winter, mainly we would go up 
to Monroe, they would close off Monroe and we would sled down that.” 

“Oh yes and my first set of ice skates…I learned to ice skate on Kellogg Lake and it 
was fun. I don’t know if you’re aware, my idol was Dan Birkemeier. Are you talking with 
Enid Briggs? She’s quite a lady. You’ll enjoy her cause her mother was a Birkemeier 
and Dan Birkemeier, he was a contractor. In fact he built a lot of major tunnels and 
things. The Birkemeier house is still on the lake in Island Station and everybody always 
used to look up to Dan. He was an excellent ice skater. He was quite a leader. 
Everybody would watch him…I did anyway.” -Bob Hatz 

 
 
Enid Briggs, Adele (Briggs) Wilder, and Don McLaughlin were interviewed together in 
Enid and Adele’s home in Milwaukie. The two sisters, their cousin Don, and the rest of their 
immense extended family truly cherished Kellogg Lake. The three of them in particular spent a 
large portion of their childhood playing at the original homestead, where their grandparents 
raised 10 children (including their parents) on the southern shore of Kellogg Lake. The three 
Birkemeier boys; Dan, Fred, and Aaron are pictured on Kellogg Lake below. Fred Birkemeier, 
seated at right, was the eldest son and was born in the mid-1880s. Although the photo was not 
dated, it’s estimated sometime around the turn of the 20th century.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The original Birkemeier family established their homestead on the southern shore of Kellogg 
Lake in 1879. They recreated and utilized the Lake from then until the 1940’s when the last of 
the family moved away from its waters. The historic Birkemeier-Sweetland home still sits on its 
original homestead on Kellogg’s southern shore and has seen over 100 years of change come 
through Milwaukie. Later, it became the home of former Oregon democratic Leader and State 
Senator, Monroe Sweetland, and was visited by several esteemed political visitors; including 
JFK.8  
 
The eldest of the three, Don McLaughlin was born on a farm on Kellogg Creek, one mile 
upstream from the lake in 1924. He has lived in Milwaukie his entire life. The farm he grew up 

                                                 
8 Birkemeier-Sweetland house burnishes status; The Oregonian, 8/20/98 
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on; including its hayfield, cow pasture, and farmhouse, is now North Clackamas Park. His father 
made the property available for a park in the 1960’s. When interviewed, Don was 85 years old.  
 
Enid Briggs was born on Briggs Ave in Milwaukie in 1925. She grew up in a little house her 
uncle built, with her sister Adele. When interview she was 84 years old.  
 
Adele Briggs Wilder was born in Milwaukie in 1928. Like her sister and cousin, she has lived 
in the Milwaukie area all her life. When interviewed she was 81 years old.  
 
When asked about their memories of growing up in Milwaukie and recreating on Kellogg Lake in 
the 1930’s and 40’s, the trio became animated in their telling;  

“Milwaukie was a busy little town that had everything; a shoe store, a clothing store, 
restaurants, and everything else. Not all these…whatever they have now!” –Adele  

“And when you went to Milwaukie you knew everyone you met on the street.” –Don  

“Yea that’s right” -Enid  

“Yea, there was a little dime store” -Adele 

“And a soda fountain. Yea, that soda fountain is the same. And the pharmacy right 
across the street, that was a hamburger soda fountain place that we all went called 
Diane’s.” -Enid  

“And the original little dime store is where Cha Cha Cha is-that was a dime store. And 
the people that owned it-the daughter and I went to school together, so that was 
special. And when they changed that, Safeway went in over there and then Safeway 
went out and Olsen Brother’s went in and so you watch these changes-but now it 
doesn’t seem like a little city. There’s nothing to go down there for anymore.” -Adele  

“One thing that I think is real interesting; right on the edge of the lake, we used to go to 
the band concerts when the band shell was there. I always remembered that.” -Enid 

“The lake was the fun part-because we went to Grandpa’s. Grandpa had a dock and a row 
boat and we sat on that and from there we would take the boat as far out-even up to the 
creek sometimes. And back down. I didn’t swim much but they had the rope swing up there 

where all the apartments are 
now…But that’s all gone now.”  
-Adele  

 “And you didn’t go boating 
on the lake without a proper 
hat!” -Don adds jokingly, 
referring to the photo at 
left.9 

“We spent two days a week 
down there just floating 
around the lake.”  -Enid  

“You can see entertainment 
wasn’t TV!” -Adele  

                                                 
9 Handwritten caption on the back indicates that the photo was taken during Don, Enid, and Adele’s 
parents’ generation. Caption reads; “La Grande House, around 1910.” Pictured from left: Hulda 
Birkemeier, unknown man, Martha Birkemeier (Don’s mother), and Clyde Shumaker.    
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“There’s our cousin on the lake (Enid refers to a photo not shown here of her cousin in 
a homemade sailboat on Kellogg Lake)-and there’s some more pictures of those 
houses. That was Richard, our cousin-that was Dan’s son. Dan was one of the ten 
kids.” -Enid  

“Of those ten kids-the next generation, which we call the cousin generation, there were 
35 of us. Now there’s just six.” -Don  

“We spent days on the lake-just going out in the boat. We would go down to grandpas 
and we’d start off there and we’d take a lunch sometimes, and sometimes we’d stop off 
at that little…ah where that swing dropped in. We didn’t swim there-oh but a lot of 
people did. A lot of people did. There was a sandbar that came way out into the lake 
and that’s where those apartments are. And we would go there or we would go up to 
the Cogswell place and have a lunch and goof around.10We could go by ourselves 
because the lake was never that deep-I mean not deep-deep. So they never worried. 
And there would be us, and we had a brother, and sometimes friends. I don’t remember 
much of Don then because, like he said, he was out working while we were playing. We 
just spent time on the boat, going up and down all the way from down on one end to the 
other, and picking blackberries down the sides…And it was always kind of scary to go 
down and under the highway with the boat; go under the trestles and then a train went 
by.” -Adele  

“(Those are) my two sisters” –
Don says, referring to the picture 
at right “and that’s the Birkemeier 
boat.”  

“Nope, I never did cross on those 
trestles. My folks would have 
frowned on that. But a lot of the 
kids did, before they put that foot 
bridge in. The kids that lived on 
the other side walked across 
there to get to school. One of 
them fell off once…My 
experience was riding my bicycle 
down to the place and mowing the lawn for grandpa! I think I got 35 cents.” -Don  

“You know when the water came up to where the Highway is? Remember Eleanor 
Falk? She drowned in the lake. She was on her bike and fell into the lake right there 
and drowned; right in that spot where the lake came right up to the highway. Well she 
was hit by a car and fell. Other than that, the memories of the lake are wonderful.” -
Adele  
 “I don’t think there was very many fish in there…oh but there was carp!” -Enid  

“When you’d go to get the boat the carp would be in the boat!” -Don  

“…but you don’t call them fish do you?” -Adele  

“Oh and I can remember going upstream where it was real desolate-real quietly 
because you could see turtles on the log. Remember turtles up by the sandbar?” -Don  

“You get old and forget a whole lot of things.” -Adele  

 “I think of just boating so many times-and being on the lake-they were great. With all of 
our cousins and family.” -Enid  

                                                 
10 This was around the late 1930’s-40’s 
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“It was fun to just go down there and sit on that float. Because grandpa had a bench 
down there. And just watch what was going on.” -Adele  
“Watch the carp jump.” -Don  
“and birds and bats in the evening.” -Adele  

“And I remember how down at the log dump, I’d watch as they put a cable underneath 
of the log and pull it and just roll it off. And down they’d go crashing into the 
(Willamette) river. The log trucks used to be steady on Lake Rd-coming in from the 
Estacada area. They were old trucks coming up the hill there. If they were going ten 
miles an hour they were speeding. If we could get up behind a log on our bikes and 
grab on, it would be a free ride to Milwaukie; as long as our parents didn’t see us! I can 
remember bicycling down Lake Rd and going like mad to see if I could get to Oatfield 
before a car came by. Imagine that. That’s before there was a 224 and Lake Rd took all 
the traffic from between Milwaukie and the Clackamas area. But you could go all the 
way down before a car came by.” -Don  

“That doesn’t seem like very long ago that they did that…” -Enid  

“Up at the end of the lake where it goes into Kellogg Creek, my grandfather built the log 
house that’s there. And those apartments that are there now use that log house for their 
office. And they don’t even know the name of it. I went down there one day to look at it 
and they said ‘oh this is the Kellogg House’. And I says ‘the Kellogg House?’ It was the 
Cogswell house and now those people know nothing about the history. He built it for 
the Cogswells and they were good friends of ours. In fact that China closet (she points 
to her furniture) they gave that to me and my bedroom set. And he was a senator also 
for Oregon and they were good friends of my family’s. But it was the Cogswell house. 
It’s not a Kellogg House. That’s where all the carp were-they congregated at the end of 
the lake there.” -Enid  

“We used to go to that sand bar a lot because it was all woods there. And we could 
walk up to that woods and play in that sandbar.” -Adele  

“The Indians lived there when the Birkemeier first arrived here in 1879 because we’ve 
got arrowheads and things that they left.” -Enid   

“Well and the Gypsies lived there too. Right where they filled in, right close in that 
area.” -Adele  

“Oh that’s right! The gypsies moved in there too!” -Enid  

“I wish that we had had our mother write this down because she would tell us stories 
about the gypsies. She was young-she was home-and she lived there then. But she 
was born in 1896 so it must have been the early 1900’s. I think they just kind of moved 
from place to place.” -Adele  

“I remember them being out on Lake Rd when I lived at home. There where Cereghino 
is raising onions and radishes now. Part of his farm that is now onions was a grove of 
Fir Trees and across Lake Rd there was a big grove of Oak Trees where that care 
center is now-and the gypsies would camp in there. And I can remember the concern 
because we used to walk to school and back and our folks didn’t want us doing that 
when the gypsies were camped there. I don’t know where they came from or where 
they went. But (when they were there) we got taken to school in the Model T Ford.” -
Don  

 “I never went swimming in it in the summer time because by the time you’re that big on 
a farm, you’ve got chores to do! But In the winter time I’d go down there and skate. My 
memory is that we’d build a big fire there on the bank and, beside the Birkemeier 
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Family, the whole neighborhood all around would come and they’d block what now they 
call River Rd. but before it was 3rd or 7th or whatever. They’d block that off up at the top 
up at the curve in the road for sledding. Somebody in the community had a bobsled and 
we’d all pile on-about half a dozen of us in that long thing and we’d go over on the lake 
bank and go out on the lake.” -Don  

“When they built a fire down there-then the community would come down.” -Don  

 “Just to sit around the fire and toast your fingers for awhile and then go skate awhile 
and go back and sit around the fire. Well you know-it used to freeze over every year.” -
Adele  

“(My best memories were) sliding 
down the hill onto the lake when it 
was iced over. You could take the 
sled up and go down the hill. It was 
where the apartments are now out 
near the sandbar.”    -Enid  

“Rains would still come-this is 
Oregon-but it would be a week or so 
of skating.”   -Don  
“Every year.” -Adele  
“Yea, our uncle,11 he checked it out 
for ice skating every year. And when 
my mother was growing up the 
Willamette froze over so much you could drive a car over it.” -Enid  
“Now we only see a little scum of ice-but never enough to skate on it. I think it’s 
because it’s too warm.” -Adele 

 
 
Helen Ellis was born on Willard St in Milwaukie in 1927. The house where she was raised, 
until the age of 20, still stands today and is directly next door to the Annie Ross House. She has 
been a resident of Milwaukie 82 years come May; her entire life. Her best girl friend was Helen 
Bennett, the sister of Floyd Bennett (also interviewed) whose family lived on the north shores of 
Kellogg Lake. “The Two Helen’s” as they were affectionately called, shared many memories 
enjoying Kellogg Lake.   
 
Helen was interviewed in her home in Oak Grove on the morning of March 7th, 2009.  

“I think there were only about-not more than three houses on Willard Street at the time 
(when I grew up).12 One on the corner, that was the Pelton’s house. and then, let’s 
see, my folks’. It was pretty bare when my folks first built there, and the Lenard’s, and 
the Herman’s house.” 

“I just went down (to the Bennett’s) everyday after school. I would get on my bicycle 
and go down and we’d go bicycle riding or whatever. And there were no fancy bicycles 
in those days.”  

                                                 
11 Enid is referring to Dan Birkemeier, shown in the photo above, taken around 1910. From left; Dan 
Birkemeier, Emma Birkemeier (Fred’s wife), Martha McLaughlin (Don’s mother, formerly a Birkemeier), 
and Chester McLaughlin (Don’s father). Dan and Martha were among the ten Birkemeier children raised 
in the historic Birkemeier-Sweetland home. Dan was also the man who Bob Hatz referred to as “his idol” 
due to his renowned ice skating on Kellogg Lake.  
12 The 1920’s 
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“Helen Bennett’s folks had a-it was kind of a boat ramp-actually it was just a great big, 
huge boat dock and they had a boat tied up to it. We started in the first grade together. 
We went from the first grade clear through High School. The Two Helens, they always 
called us. So, after we were old enough, probably in-oh maybe-5th or 6th grade, we 
were allowed to go down and be on the dock there. You know, just play around like 
kids do. We often took our lunch down and sat in the boat and you know, had lunch 
there and enjoyed the lake really. The lake was very deep then and it was wider, a lot 
wider and a lot deeper.”       

 “We weren’t allowed to use the boat. Her father took us for a ride occasionally but we 
weren’t allowed to use the boat except just to sit in and be there and we respected 
that. And then later on, well after we were probably in Junior High we had a group of 
kids that we played with from what we called “The Side Street” which was probably 
21st St., but it used to be more like an alley. There were a few houses on it. Those 
boys in the summer, would swim in Kellogg Lake and jump off of the foot bridge. I 
mean dive off of it. We didn’t go swimming in it. Oh yes, just the boys. Girls wouldn’t 
do anything like that. We never set foot in that water. Oh we might have dangled our 
feet, sitting in the boat or something but it was dirty. And a lot of us girls didn’t swim. 
There was no place to learn to swim until the Milwaukie pool was created and then we 
spent practically all summer down there. It’s a parking lot right now. Oh but it was 
such an innovation for Milwaukie and it was a really nice large pool and everybody 
from Ardenwald, Wichita and all the surrounding areas, the kids would just come and 
swim in the summer. We used to go out Lake Rd, which was berry farms out that way, 
and Helen and I would go out in the morning and pick berries and in the afternoon we 
would go down and swim in the pool, so we probably could have been in the 6th 
grade.”13  

“The band stand at Kellogg Lake had concerts down there every now and then…I 
don’t know when that happened. So I don’t know if I went very often and don’t 
remember a lot about it. I just remember that it was a neat bandstand.” 

“Fishing wasn’t my thing. But I was told people used to fish there and also that my 
dad, his name was Secor, ice skated there. The only reason that I know, was that my 
uncle Larry, who’s still living and in Milwaukie knew about my dad skating and fishing.” 

“My mom was pretty particular about my sister and me; if we went out or if we were 
going to catch cold and all that type of thing. The snow I remember was 1939. I’m not 
sure we had a sled, but we would sled down the hill on Willard St, by the high school.”  

“(Aside from going to the Bennett’s), I didn’t hang around Kellogg Lake much because 
we weren’t allowed, at that age of our lives, to go down and be around the water that 
much. Like I said we thought those boys were crazy jumping off the foot bridge! We 
did enjoy that footbridge because it allowed us to go over to the other side however 
we just walked to the end of it and back-we didn’t go over there to the road off the 
highway either. That was sort of dangerous. We were pretty well protected as we were 
growing up. Our folks paid attention to what we were doing and where we were and 
looked after us really well. It was just the way in those days that people took care of 
their kids and what was going on all the time.” -Helen Ellis 

 
 
Floyd Bennett was born in his family’s home, on the north shore of Kellogg Lake in 1928. 
When interviewed he was 80 years old. He is the elder brother of Helen Bennett, Helen Ellis’ 
best friend (the other of “The Two Helens”). Four years after his birth, the family moved just one 

                                                 
13 This would have been about 1938-1940 
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lot downstream into a flat above their grandmother’s home. As a child, he remembers playing 
around the remnants of the historic Standard Mill. In 1940, his parents built a new home 
adjacent to their grandparent’s land, which he lived in until he got married. Floyd and his wife 
then raised their family only a few blocks away, still within walking distance of Kellogg Lake. For 
this reason, he has followed issues surrounding Kellogg Lake through most of his life.  
 
He was interviewed in downtown Milwaukie on the afternoon of March 3rd, 2009. He had no 
difficulty recalling fond memories of recreating around Kellogg Lake.  
 

“There were probably 8-10 boats on the 
lake when I was a kid and people would 
bring down canoes and dump them in off 
our dock. We had a boat and canoe and 
probably the most popular, well second 
most popular, swimming hole was off our 
dock. This was a garage basement 
(indicates in a photo), that door goes in 
and my dad had some machinery in there 
and the neighbors would all use it for their 
dressing room. Somebody had to be 
home to get the key to open the 
basement and the whole entourage would 
come. It was only boys (that changed in 

the garage). The girls had to show up with whatever they would swim in.”   

 
 “Here’s our boat. That’s me standing there. This was our boat landing. We called it the 
float. This is what kids swam off of. That’s my wife, who I’ve known since high school. 
We used to run around in the same neighborhood gang. I can’t remember who took the 
picture but anyhow, that’s my wife. We were juniors in High School, so 1945.”  

“Oh well-it was probably 15 ft. (deep). We used a pole to try and find the bottom once, 
it was a thing that they had been working on the railroad and had left it there…and we 
couldn’t find the bottom so it was relatively deep all over.”  

“It was all private property and it was just a case of whether the private property was 
accessible or not; like the sandbar. Nobody cared. I don’t know who owned it, but 
somebody owned it.” 

“And this was the footbridge, built in 
1937, when it was in its prime.  That 
was built by WPA, which was a 
depression project” 
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“Anyhow, this went right along our property line so everybody-a lot of kids rode the 
streetcar from Oak Grove and they got off and crossed McLoughlin. There wasn’t even 
a crosswalk and people actually stopped for them. And they’d come across and go 
across the foot bridge and up to school.”14 

“There were a lot of trains then. There were probably ten trains per day. It was a busy 
railroad. And at one time they had passengers on there and they ran to Tillamook.” 

“By the way, the railroad trestle in that era, people were using it all the time. No one 
ever got run over. One guy fell off and broke his back. He didn’t fall on the water and 
that was after the foot bridge was gone. At lunch time; it was a high school kid. There 
was little like porches that had a 50 gal drum of water and a bucket hanging on the side 
so you could put out fire on the bridge I guess. You know, steam trains started fires all 
the time. If you saw a train coming, you could run pretty fast and get to one of those 
porches.”  

“The City Bandstand was on the Lake too. It was there until I got out of high school. It 
was a big round thing. It was right on the lake. There was a path down from each end 
of the bandstand to Main St. at the end of Adams. It was there for about 50 years. But 
then they built a theatre in 1942. My sister and I both worked there. You could get a job 
if you were 4 years old…”  

“The other popular swimming hole was called the sand bar. You know where those 
apartments are on McLoughlin Blvd? If you go to the south end of those there’s 
another creek that used to come in15. It was big enough to create a sandbar and it was 
accessible - there were no houses or anything there and kids would park from above 
and go out on the sandbar. It may have been more popular, you didn’t have to bother 
anyone or go through private property, just show up. It was a popular teenage party 
place. ” 

“But the lake was drained in 1926 when the fish ladder was put in. They changed the 
concrete structure several times and of course they had to drain the lake every time. 
Anyhow they drained the lake two or three times in my lifetime. It was drained when 
they repaired it in ’59.”  

“And some steelhead would come up the fish ladder. They couldn’t get up it now if they 
wanted to because the thing is dilapidated. The thing is so broken up now. There’s a 
picture of debris, it looks like a dam up against the railroad bridge. A week ago, I just 
drove by…there was a big shovel cleaning out the debris. When the SP owned the 
railroad, it would always pile up in this corner first, and the section foreman here…you 
hear of George Corty the doctor, he’s a semi-retired doctor but stills sees patients. Well 
his dad was in charge of maintenance of the line and he’d have a crew there cleaning 
this whole thing up. It was immaculate all the time.”  

“There are also carp in there. And the interesting thing about carp is that during WWII 
there were foreigners off the ships in Portland and they would take the streetcar out (to 
Milwaukie). Somehow they knew about this place. They would come and go out on the 
timbers of the railroad bridge and fish…They’d come down and fish and they’d take 
these carp somewhere in a gunnysack and they’d eat them! They thought it a big deal. 
They were dark skinned people, I’m pretty sure they were East Indian. And it wasn’t 

                                                 
14 Kellogg Lake Footbridge is picture above. Constructed in 1937, the footbridge ran parallel, immediately 
east, to the railroad trestles. It was intended to provide school kids a safe crossing from the Park Ave 
Street Car station, located south of Kellogg Lake, to the Milwaukie High School. 
 
15 Bennett is referring to a small tributary to Kellogg Creek, named Oak Grove Creek that has been buried 
in a pipe for unknown decades. 
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always the same ones-like they’d left them a map of how to get there and word got out 
because they’d come back.”  

“The Fish and Wildlife that would come and stock the Lake every year and the trout 
would always head upstream toward the fresher water. They would usually park and 
dump the fish in right by our house or from Birkemeier’s property where it was real 
accessible. And they’d come with a big tanker truck with trout in it; ten inches long or 
longer. In our case, they would back down the drive and hook up this pipe. This thing 
was probably 12 inches wide, and they’d put ‘em down into the lake. They came from 
the Eagle Creek Fish Hatchery, which is still there, still hatching fish. But they’d keep 
them two years or whatever it takes to get them to good size. They planted fish every 
year for many years. But, the most common fish in the Lake was croppie and bass and 
there were some pretty good sized bass. I never did fish-I didn’t have patience.” 

“Near the fish ladder, there was a log dump off-shore from where the sewage treatment 
plant is today. All the Estacada timber came down. There was probably 100 log trucks 
a day to dump there. And they raft them up and haul them down the river. The vacant 
lot now across from the street that goes down to what use to be the log dump and is 
now the park, there was a building there called Mac’s Pit Barbecue-and it was very 
popular!” 

 “(During the flood of 1964-65), in our garage basement where my dad’s machine shop 
was, the water came up right to the middle of the window. And during the Vanport flood 
of 1949, the water was across the highway. The water hasn’t been across the highway 
since then. The Dec ’64-Jan ‘65 flood was comparable to the Vanport Flood. The foot 
bridge was clear out of site. It was buried completely in the water. That ’64-‘65 flood 
was bigger than most. We’ve only had one since then that flooded a portion of 
McLoughlin.16  No matter what they do, it’s not going to change that.” 

“The last really good freeze where there was probably two to three of community 
playing on the lake was the last big freeze in Dec ’49-Jan ’50 and the Lake froze eight 
to ten inches thick. We had four or five days of near-zero temperatures. And that was 
the last real freeze. I mean, it’s frozen over many times since then, but there were 
people out there with snow shovels shoveling the snow off so they could skate, and 
sled out there, and there were many people on the lake that winter.” 

“Once there was a young man drowning in the icy water at the end of 28th St. and 
another time a fire man drowned trying to rescue someone. These instances occurred 
in the same place, about 4 years apart…And several times I saw where people laid 
ladders down on the ice to crawl on hands and knees out to pull people out.”  

“There was a family named Birkemeier, they had been here as long as-since the 
1870’s probably. There was an architect and contractor named Dan who lived there 
and in my mother’s era he was the first one of the lake. If he went out and skated they 
knew it was ok.” 

“I didn’t really ice skate very well, but I sledded on it. I biked on it and it entertained a 
lot of kids in the summer that came to swim. Nobody was afraid of it. They were 
swimming there through the early 50’s that I know of-maybe longer.”  

“I just remember the old days. If it was contaminated then, nobody cared.”  

“When the Kronberg Brothers began dumping surplus large river rock into the lake in 
1954, it was the begging of the end of Kellogg Lake as we knew it.”  

-Floyd Bennett 

                                                 
16 Bennett is referring to the flood of 1996 
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Owen Street was born in 1925 and moved to Milwaukie in 1936, when he was 11 years old. 
He attended Milwaukie Junior High and was part of the first class to go through the 7th and 8th 
grade in the “new” facility that was built where the Waldorf School stands today. He graduated 
from Milwaukie High in 1943 and spent his senior year working the ship yards at Willamette Iron 
Steel on Swan Island. After graduating, he joined the service and married his wife, Gayle. When 
interviewed, he was 84 years old. 

“<Oatfield Rd> goes down across the creek, right down at the bottom of the hill there 
was a house. At the time when we were going to high school the Beeches lived there-
Marcus Beech, a good friend of mine. We were good friends in high school. So we built 
us a raft. We were going to sail a raft down the creek into the lake. Well, as you might 
guess we weren’t very good raft builders and we got maybe from here to the television 
over there and down we go.”  

 
When Street was asked “How was the swimming?” he made a swimming motion with his arms, 
laughed, and said, “Muddy”. 

“Ok, when I was in…all the neighborhood kids we used to …you know where all the 
condos are right now-there was nothing down through there except our paths to the 
lake and there was a little sand bar out in the lake and that’s where we used to fish and 
swim. And the water was never what you’d call clear. But kids don’t care-so anyway we 
found an old row boat there that somebody had left…Well, this row boat we found, 
wasn’t much. It had a bottom and some sides and it really leaked. So, smart like we 
were in those days, we says “we’ll just put some sand in it and plug up the holes.” So, 
smart as we were, we did that and so we’re out there maybe 30 ft and that sand didn’t 
hold! Down we go to the bottom of the creek and here I am in the water holding my fly 
rod in one hand and my fish in the other hand, going back to the shore.” 

“Down by the railroad trestle-that’s all filled in. That all used to be water clear right out 
to the highway. And there was a footbridge there…the footbridge was across about 50 
yards and that’s the way I went to school. Plus I used to fish off of it for croppies, blue 
gill and maybe you’d get a bass once in a while.”  

His wife, Gayle chimes in,  

“Cause what they did then, is what they’re all doing. Boys will be boys.” –Gayle  
“I would say…no. I never caught a lot of fish, but it was enough to keep you coming 
back to fish more.”  
“And right there where that home is-Willamette View-that wasn’t there. But there was a 
bluff and you could get down to the (Willamette) River from there. We would sit there 
and watch the rails throw logs. You’d see the guys that would put this big cable on 
underneath the logs and through the train. They had big metal skids clear down into the 
river. Shoooop! And they’d send it down there with a big splash.” –Owen 

“That’s because you didn’t have TV in those days!” –Gayle  
“And some of us were pretty good skaters. But I wouldn’t trust myself on a pair of 
skates now though! I fall down enough as it is.” 

“Well, I spent more time there in my younger years, but after I got into high school I had 
other priorities; no, not girls, because I never had a car. The street car track from 
Oregon City ran right by about 2 blocks away on Park Ave. There used to be a bridge 
there and a TB hospital too. McLoughlin to Park Ave, there used to be a bridge going 
across, with a little creek running underneath that bridge. And we’d get under that 
bridge and hop across the piles. Right there at the Evergreen Station there was an old 
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mom-and-pop grocery store and my folks used to give me 50cents and I’d go down to 
the store to buy a quarter gallon of milk, a loaf of bread, and dog food. You’d get 
change…for 50cents. Now it costs a lot more than 50cents for just the milk.”  

“Like I said, we didn’t own a car-we took the street car. Some of us used to go down to 
the Oaks Park and go skating and ride the street car home and you’d get to Island 
Station and there’s two of three of four of us and everybody would get off except one 
guy. He’d stay on the street car and you ride that from Island Station up to Evergreen 
Station-and it costs an extra nickel-so the guys that jumped off the street car at Island 
Station, you’d wait until the street car would take off again-then you had two steps to go 
to get in and you’d jump up the steps and hang on and ride up there to Evergreen 
Station-where the other kid got off and paid his nickel! So we took turns doing that.” -
Owen Street 
 

Jane Genz Hanno moved to Milwaukie in 1944 when she was twelve years old. Together with 
her sister Joan (below) she spent a great amount of time exploring the shores of Kellogg Lake 
near the home where their grandmother and great uncle were caretakers.       
 
Joan Genz Malsom moved to Milwaukie with her family, including her sister Jane (above) in 
1944. She was nine years old, going into the 4th grade. During their formative childhood years, 
the sisters spent much of their summers with their grandmother and great uncle, who were 
caretakers of the Robert’s Home on the north shores of Kellogg Lake. She described this time 
as a “big part of their lives”. After the Robert’s family passed away, the Hannos moved 
permanently into the caretaker’s home closer to Kellogg Lake.   

“The lake was not pristine- Joan 

“It wasn’t!” Jane chimes in, “It was very muddy.17 And actually the mud build up was 
about as deep as the water was. I mean you’d step in the water and sink. We were 
never supposed to go into the water-our mother was always a worrier. I remember 
once I was wading and I was probably up to my knee in mud and I cut my foot really 
bad.”-Jane  

“One year…well, we kind of have different memories about this-but this is the way I 
remember it; a row boat just washed up once. I don’t know it was not real big. It 
probably would have been 1947-anyway it had lots of leaks in it, but we would just row 
down with my mom and dad and go have dinner in the Mac’s Pitt, which was the place 
to go…And we had to keep bailing. We all had a pan.”-Joan 

“In the summer time, because it was so shallow, the carp, these great big huge carp 
would be laying on top of the mud but their top fin-their dorsal fin-or whatever you call it 
would be sticking out and this uncle of ours that was the grounds keeper, he would go 
and stand on a rock there and he’d stand with a pitch fork and put them in his garden 
for fertilizer. We were told that they weren’t good to eat.”-Jane  

 “One thing I always think about that was really interesting, I wish we could have looked 
into it-but when the water was really low, we were walking along the bank up towards 
Milwaukie, Maybe two or three lots away…we really weren’t supposed to leave that 
property, but we would. Anyway, we came across a tombstone. And it had a name, and 
you know-we could never find it again when we wanted to go back.” -Joan  

“It always really haunted me-and we were never supposed to be there anyway and 
then the water came up and we could never find it again.”-Jane  

“There were lots of trees-fir trees and oak trees”-Joan  

                                                 
17 This would have been around the 1940’s 
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“Yes, the oak trees and the fir trees and white dogwood trees!” -Jane  

“And we each had our own branch on this fir tree.” -Joan  

“See we’ve written the same things here!” -Jane  

“Yes, they were real bouncy and they were our horses and we each had our own.” -
Joan  

“We had two brothers and an older sister-but she was prissy. She was just much older 
than we were.” -Jane  

“There was a big gully. It had roots hanging out from the sides and we played Tarzan 
there on the river.” –Joan  

“And I got to be Tarzan’s mate Jane.” –Jane  

“And there was a big snake that we watched for days-like a water snake…you know for 
days and days we’d see it swimming, and we started throwing rocks at it and one day 
we saw a thing sticking up out of the water. So this girl that lived next door, she was a 
brave one, she got a pole and fished it out and it was dead. And she rolled it out with a 
pin and there was a frog inside.”-Joan 

“It had all of these lumps in it, you know, and she was a gutsy one-Sarah Branland18-
and she rolled it out with a stick. And we did find-you remember the big turtle-you know 
I hate to guess how big it was. Things look so big when you’re tiny. But it seems to me 
it was pretty big. And of course there were the mallard ducks. There were no geese 
that I remember-certainly not the Canadian geese that swarm the city now but there 
were tons of mallard ducks and china pheasants19.”-Jane  

“The piece of property we lived on had probably every kind of apple tree imaginable. 
Every kind of peach trees-pear trees and my great uncle had his huge garden. You 
know we would just eat out of the garden and sit up in a tree and eat apples.”-Joan  

 “I think one of our favorite memories, the Roberts family belonged to a wealthy church 
that’s still in existence out in Beaver Creek, and on the 4th of July they would always 
have a big picnic on that property and our uncle-actually he was our great uncle-would 
spend at least 6 weeks maybe 2 months preparing the property and then of course 
when the picnic came he would celebrate by getting loaded. He made quite a few trips 
back and forth to the Mac’s Pitt. Then he would buy tons of fireworks and at that time 
they were all legal and as soon as it got dark we’d go down and he’d put on a show 
over the lake for us.”-Jane  

“The way the property was; you’d drop down say an acre from Lake Rd. and then it 
leveled out for maybe three acres, and then there was another drop down to the lake. 
And the year of the Vanport Flood the water came up level to that evened off place. It 
really did flood. It made (Kellogg Lake) twice as wide…And there was a year too, prior 
to that, and as close as I can remember it was probably ’44 or ’45 it froze over. I don’t 
remember if I was still in Junior High or if I was in High School but we walked from the 
footbridge all the way up to the creek (on the ice).”-Jane  

“My mom, she was kind of like-it was like she was camping out-and so in the summer 
there was an old wood cook stove down by the lake. And she had all her pots and pans 

                                                 
18 Sarah Branland later became Sarah Holmes when she married the son of Ex. Oregon Governor Robert 
D. Holmes.  
19 According to Wikipedia, Chinese Pheasant can refer to any pheasant species originally native to China. 
Jane was likely referring to the Common Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus). This usage is most common in 
the USA where the bird is widely naturalized. 
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and had them in cupboards and that’s where she cooked all summer if it wasn’t pouring 
down rain.”-Joan 

“And then one of the last memories I have, and this was when I was an adult because 
after Joan got married and I got married and she moved away and then I moved back a 
couple of years later to an adjoining property up in a big house on Lake Rd…then 
when my kids were in school, I started a 4-H group. We were having our initial meeting 
with all of these little boys and I was going to take them down for a marshmallow roast 
down on Kellogg Lake. You know our kids, my kids, didn’t really go down there that 
much because it was pretty well un-taken care of and overgrown. We built a fire to do 
our marshmallow roast on and we built it on top of a wasps nest! And all of these little 
boys were running helter-skelter. One of them ran all the way to his home up on 
Guilford Drive, which is quite a ways down. I came running back with a can of bug 
spray.”-Jane  

 
 
Butch Davis has lived in Milwaukie twice. The first time he lived in Milwaukie was between the 
years of 1943-45. He was in grade school and attended the original Harmony School for 4th and 
5th grades and moved on to Milwaukie Grammar in the 6th grade. Coincidentally, he was 
enrolled in the same 6th grade class as interviewee Joan Hanno. He shows an old black-and-
white photograph of their class, where his teacher’s (ironically named Mrs. Crab) face has been 
entirely scribbled out.   After leaving Milwaukie, he returned to the community in his adulthood 
and was 74 years old when interviewed.  

“Oh ya, I had a lot of good memories! Those were my grade school memories of 
swimming in Kellogg Lake; at the dock, by the footbridge and the railroad bridge. I’m 
the only kid in the family so I just had the run of the place…In fact I probably went to 
the movies about every night. I also played a lot at the fish ladders and watched the 
log trucks dump logs in the Willamette River near the fish ladder. There were a lot of 
log rafts by the boat ramp.” 

“I lived in apartments next to Vic’s Tavern. Across the street was this famous place, 
the original Mac’s Pitt. My mom worked there as a waitress for years. It’s a beauty 
salon now. And the apartments are all tore down now too, but that’s when I learned 
about Kellogg Lake.”  

 “In the old days in WWII they had a life raft…It had a center cut out and it was about 
yay thick (he indicates) and it had cloth and painted over cloth all the way wrapped 
around it and I think it was a life preserver for the ocean-but somehow the kids would 
jump off the foot bridge into the center and we did see a kid one time hit it real bad 
and just scraped up the side. It was kind of docked-just lying around.” 

 “Well, we used to swim off that footbridge. Plus, they had a big dock down there and I 
swam across a couple of times before Kronberg filled it.”  

“There was a sandbar up from the railroad tracks along highway 99, about three 
blocks over. It was all wooded area back then. You had to come down the woods to 
where we would swim, and lay around, and sunbathe. It really wasn’t a nice swimming 
hole. When you walked into the water you would sink into the silt to your knees. It was 
terrible feeling.” 

“I used to catch mud-doggers down there. One time, when my mom worked at Mac’s 
Pitt I brought a whole box of mud-doggers. I thought they were trout-and I brought ‘em 
right into the restaurant and she just about flipped out. Because they were just ugly 
lookin’. If you know what a mud-dogger is.” -Butch Davis  
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Dick Shook was born in 1937 and moved to Milwaukie with his family in 1943, when he was 5-
and-a-half years old. His father moved first, from Illinois, in search of wartime related work. The 
family followed later by train, after spending a summer in Kansas with his mother’s family, and 
enrolled Dick in Milwaukie Grammar. He was 71 when interviewed. 

“I don’t remember much of Kellogg Lake except there was a foot bridge across the 
lake and there was also-underneath the railroad tracks-there was a walkway that was 
two boards wide. Most of the people used the foot bridge and then some people just 
for fun would go on the walkway underneath. And then of course the brave people 
walked on the railroad tracks. I never did that. But I did walk underneath the railroad 
trestle on the boards underneath.”  

“Of course the apartments that are on the south side of the lake weren’t there. And the 
white house that’s down there, of the politician that died recently was there. Of course 
those houses that are along Lake Rd, the older houses, were there. As I recall Lake 
Rd was fairly well built out to Oatfield Rd. Then from Oatfield on out it was pretty 
sparse. In fact in high school it was our drag strip. You know what drag racing is? I 
didn’t do it. I went to high school and graduated in ’55 so it was at that time. And I 
don’t know how many years they did it after.”  

 “I think McLoughlin went in, in the late 30’s. It was called the super highway. There 
was a sea plane base on the water front and the Milwaukie Inter-Urban Station trolley 
line was in back of Vic’s Tavern. Then there was Island Station which was farther 
south. That area is still called Island Station.”  

“I had a friend in grade school, where the Post Office is now and that vacant lot in 
back of the auditorium-used to be where the feed mill was for Milwaukie. It was 
spelled really funny-anyway there was a church in there. I can’t remember what it was-
but my friend lived in a house that was in back of the church right about where the 
Post Office is now. So I remember going down there-but I don’t remember going to the 
lake at all in that point of time.”  

“We played in the creek above Oatfield Bridge a lot-even fished some. A friend of 
mine caught a trout here in the pond by the Junior High. In fact it made the paper and 
was out of season. But actually most of what we caught were bullheads and little small 
fish-like croppies. We did it for fun-not to catch fish to eat. Although I think the creek 
was probably pretty clean in those days. I heard tales of the mess that they made 
when they put the sewer in-I don’t remember that. And I’m not even sure when they 
did that-I guess in the late 60s.”  

“They used to form up log rafts right off the mouth of Kellogg Creek. If I recall before 
they built the truck dump there-they had a railroad siding where they could pull in and 
unload the railroad cars into the river and then they would make up these big log rafts 
and float them downriver into North Portland. I think a lot of these logs were coming 
out of Molalla. There’s a branch line that runs up through Molalla. I think it’s still there. 
It goes through Canby. And there was a private logging Road up there that they ran 
extra wide log trucks.”  

“The revetment there was built when they quit bringing logs in on the railroad-so they 
built that for trucks and the trucks used to dump there. In fact if my memory serves me 
right, that was put in by the Caffel Brothers. Caffel Brothers had a Cedar Mill in New 
Era-it’s where you go up the bank and away from the river. But Caffel Brothers 
exported logs. So they would take their rafted logs and I think they put them on ships 
in Longview. When they put in this revetment for the trucks, they moved it further west. 
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It used to be further back. I think they put in a lot of fill around there. So they drove 
those sheet pilings for the truck dump and then back filled.”  

“Now in high school too, we used to-where the sewage treatment plant is-you probably 
heard this-it was a gravel sorter. (Dick Jones) was a couple of years behind me in high 
school and we were both in the Rock and Agate Club. We were the geeks. But 
anyway we would go down there for the club, or as individuals, and a lot of the gravel 
was dredged out of the river and so we would sort through the gravel piles looking for 
agates. I remember finding some.”  

“One big flood was in 1964. I remember because we had just bought a piece of 
property off of River Forest Dr that was not on the river but across from the river and it 
came up on the property a little ways. And in ’62 I was working for the railroad and 
there was a huge wind storm. We were living in Oregon City and my folks were out of 
town-and I left work and drove up to the folk’s house to make sure everything was 
alright and when I got home and the front window was gone and the top of the roof. 
The storm was really bad. And all these trees were blown down. I know the river went 
across McLoughlin in ’64 but I don’t remember what else.” -Dick Shook 

 

 
Scott Griffith was born in Sellwood in 1953 and moved to Milwaukie in 1955 when he was 
two-years old. He still lives in the same old farm house on the corner of 27th and Lake Rd where 
he grew up. During his childhood, the home sat on 12 acres of farmland and a hayfield that was 
originally settled by the Olson family sometime before 1915. When interviewed, Griffith was 56 
years old and much of the family’s land has been developed by the Milwaukie High School.  

“Well, ok, I always try to find things to do-so usually when I would find myself hanging 
out around Kellogg Lake it was summer time-vacation-something like that. And you’re 
too young to drive and you don’t have a car. And you fly model airplanes in the field 
and stuff. And I would go fishing down at the dock in Willamette down there. So I’d go 
fishing for croppies-and we could walk around Kellogg Lake and we’d kind of climb 
around the outlet of the dam there around Kellogg Lake. I remember one thing that I 
loved doing was to dam up the flow. You know-use a piece of plywood and we’d take 
the plywood and shove it down and shut off the fish ladder or whatever it was and look 
for the fish that were flopping around down there. I seem to remember fishing at 
Kellogg Lake. I remember fishing but I don’t remember much about ever catching 
anything. I just remember the water was always muddy. The river actually was kind of 
clear and you could look into it, but I never really knew why (the lake was muddy). It 
wasn’t moving or turbulent. So why was it always this mucky brown?” 

“But, you know, I never really cared much for the lake. For one thing, I can’t swim. I’m 
afraid of the water and there wasn’t really any good areas to walk down and walk 
around it. It was just real steep and it fell off into the water. So you didn’t have any 
paths or anything.”  

“Most of the time I was climbing around down by the trestle…Up on top and on the 
bottom-oh ya, the thing about the top is that you have to be careful that you don’t get 
out there when a train is coming-when you get out there about mid-way, you’re out 
there listening because a train could come up on you. And one time-well they have this 
one little side thing you could drop out on. But they would say-well if the train is going 
by really fast it can suck you in and stuff to scare you. But more of the time I just went 
underneath-on that walkway that went there. I had friends that lived on McLoughlin so 
I’d go through there all the time. Well the walkway was there-I don’t think you were 
really supposed to use it-but it was there. I remember back in the early 70s a friend of 

An Oral History of Kellogg Lake           
February, 2010 

27

WS PAGE 37



mine-had a brother-they lived up that way where those Lake apartments are. And they 
used to walk to school all the time and one time his brother wasn’t paying attention and 
one of the boards was missing and he walked off-fell and should have been killed.”  

“Ya, it worked real well. But there weren’t any kind of side rails or safety. And then at 
some point I remember a couple of the boards would be missing, so you had to walk to 
one side or the other. But when I was doing it early on-it was still pretty solid. I was a 
common thing to go across. But I don’t really think we were supposed to be doing it.”  

“I don’t remember ever seeing anybody in a boat (on Kellogg)”  

“It just felt mushy, mucky. It’s always had that brown look-never clear. So that’s got to 
be all sediment. But that would be cool to be able to walk around and have a passage 
way. As a kid-I would have spent more time down there.”  

“But you know-being afraid of the water-I didn’t want to fall in. That was the main thing. 
I wanted to walk around it-but you couldn’t do it the way it was. That’s why I’m thinking 
if they turned it into a stream and you’ve got paths to walk around on, it would be cool.”  

“We used to go down there in the wintertime. Sometimes it would freeze over and I had 
a friend of mine that I think one time we walked across it. It was just when you had 
those really cold (winters)-I mean I probably only remember it freezing over a half a 
dozen times. I remember hearing stories from my dad or grandfather about when the 
Willamette froze over and they drove cars across it. And I’ve never really seen ice on 
the Willamette-But it was cold enough to be able to walk out on the ice out there 
(Kellogg) and it hasn’t been like that for a long time. That would have to have been 
probably the late 60’s. Another time he got out in the middle and it started to crack. You 
hear that ‘crack-crack-crack’ you know and then you get on your hands and knees and 
crawl back. You know, the stupid things you do as a kid.” 

“Growing up here was great-because Milwaukie had a vibrant downtown and we had 
all the stores down there and the theatre and the Dairy Queen and the hobby shop. I 
was really into model airplanes back then. You could just window shop. It was really 
self-sufficient too. You could get whatever you wanted; hardware, grocery, but I 
remember that at some point there was Thriftway, Safeway, and Albertsons all within 
walking distance. I could pick either one. Or walk over to Safeway and it was just like 6 
blocks away. Sometimes we delivered to people who weren’t there and they’d leave 
the door unlocked we’d go over to these nice expensive places, go into the kitchen, set 
things on the table. If there were items that needed to be kept cold we put them in the 
refrigerator and we’d leave the bill.”  

“Well it’s a real school community, so that’s why you need stuff for them to do. There 
not much downtown to do. When I was growing up there were things you could do. You 
know gradually that all went away; the stores, the hobby shop, even the-what used to 
be the Dairy Queen-it was Libby’s Too, now it’s the little gambling shack. There was 
Libby’s and Libby’s Too-it was a little hamburger spot and it was the Dairy Queen. The 
Dairy Queen was a good place to hang out. You could go to a movie and go to the 
dairy queen, stop at the Melissa’s Five and Dime, or go to the hobby shop, or candy 
land. There were two drugs stores. The one where dark horse is where I got all of my 
comics. I was a big comic reader. That’s why the owner of Dark Horse came back, 
because that’s where he used to buy all of his comics too.”  -Scott Griffith 
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The Decline of Kellogg Lake 
The decline of Kellogg Lake began in the 1940’s and was the result of several inter-related 
factors. Firstly, as the Lake’s long-time neighbors and admirers grew into adults, got jobs in 
Portland, became married and had children of their own, they were slowly drawn away from the 
Lake.  
 
Additionally, World War II spurred a shift in the physical and cultural shape of Milwaukie. 
Wartime housing, like Kellogg Park, sprang up at unprecedented rates, bringing new residents 
and significantly altering local land-use. OR 99 E, otherwise known as the “Super Highway” was 
built in the late 30’s, which moved traffic by Kellogg Lake more quickly than ever before. As 
these activities changed the character of Milwaukie, their effects were in turn, reflected in 
Kellogg Lake.     

 
When asked about the last time they had used Kellogg Lake, interviewees responded; 

 
“Truthfully, I think (the last time I used Kellogg Lake) was as a kid, I’m afraid. Oh I still 
went down there occasionally when I was a junior or senior20. Well, I have to tell you; I 
don’t know. My problem was that I got a job in Portland and it took so much of my 
time…I lived in Milwaukie but it was just like they say…the bedroom. So there were a 
lot of things that happened that I wasn’t aware of.”    -Bob Hatz 
 
“Well (my grandpa Birkemeier) died in ’42 and (my sister Jean) got married around that 
time and lived in the apartments for a couple of years. It was before I went into the 
service in WWII. So I would say it was about ’42 or so. After my grandpa died my sister 
bought the house. She was starting to raise kids and pretty soon she decided that she 
didn’t want to raise kids on the lake. It was too much worry of keeping track of them 
and my aunt out on the farm died so that house became available. So she moved from 
the lake out there. I don’t think I’ve been down there since Jean’s family lived there and 
that was in the late 40’s.” -Don McLaughlin 
 
“When (Don’s sister Jean) lived there and started having kids I would baby sit there. 
But at that time I don’t remember going out on the lake anymore-too much. Because I 
wasn’t going to take these little kids and I was growing up. Yes, the last time I 
remember being down there on the lake was wintertime-but that must have been 
before Jean. We went down when Sweetland lived down there, not on the lake, just to 
see him and see the house and visit with him. He always wanted us to come down. It 
had changed so much to me because I remember going from the house down to the 
lake and it was kind of a steep slope bank that kind of leveled before you got onto the 
little thing-but maybe I just can’t remember it because it’s hard to remember when you 
get old.” -Adele Briggs Wilder 
 
“It wasn’t too many years ago that sewage probably was a problem. Because our 
house was on septic tank and we didn’t have enough ground for the drain field and it 
would come oozing out the bank.” -Don McLaughlin 
 
“I haven’t been down there for years.” -Joan Hanno  
 

“Well, apartments go all the way down to the lake now. You can barely see it.” -Jane 
Hanno 
 

                                                 
20 This would have been around 1935. 
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“As far as our property, it’s so different now because it’s all apartments where it used to 
be just farms. It’s hard for me to see.”21 -Joan Hanno 
 
“I don’t think there were many that swam in the lake (since) maybe back in the 30’s. 
That’s when my father ice skated on that lake. The last time I was there was probably, 
like I said, when I was junior high school (this would have been up to about 1940) 
because in high school Helen and I were both busy. We played sports and we had 
homework and I used to go down to (the Bennett) house a lot, but we sort of outgrew 
that part of our lives. We were on our bicycles then. We both had bikes, so we would 
ride into Milwaukie and down to the swimming pool and…(Kellogg Lake) wasn’t 
important to us anymore. Ya, and all defense housing came during the 40s and my 
husband and I lived there a couple of years and that’s when we moved to Oak Grove. 
So I really wasn’t too familiar with any part of the Lake except just driving back and 
forth on it over McLoughlin. And of course we were married and had other things going 
on. We both worked and started our family early, so that part of our lives…well, the 
Lake just didn’t really have much significance.” -Helen Ellis  
 
“Oh god-I can’t tell you. It’s been years (since I’ve been down to the Lake). After I got 
out of school and went into the service and came back home-I wasn’t very concerned 
about the lake. Well, you’ve got those condos down there and you can’t get down to 
the lake. Then you got all this land filled in there by the railroad trestle…To me the 
change that I see is for the worst. With all those damn condos down there-it keeps kids 
from going down there and playing in the lake. I assume there are kids around there-
that are my age when I was going down there.” -Owen Street 
 

“People have cars now and there are so many parks and other places like the beach. 
People are a lot more mobile now than when he was younger. When he was young, I 
mean-it was an occasion-I mean a real annual occasion when you went to the beach.” 
–Gayle Street 
 
“People might walk across (the trestles) when I was a kid, but there wasn’t anything to 
do. You know you had blackberries down there. There was kind of an area where you 
could get down to the trestle and there was kind of a bank down there. I think I can 
remember seeing somebody down there fishing once in a while but there was no park 
area. There was no area to hang out. So you’d go down there and got bored after 
awhile. I always felt disappointed, you know, as a kid. I’d go down there and I’d 
just…and I just remember being disappointed that there wasn’t more I could do down 
there. I actually remember that feeling of being down there like ‘Here’s a lake. There 
should be something to do. But there’s no boats, no access.’ You’re just climbing 
through all of this brush. With steep edges and its mucky and you wouldn’t dare swim 
in it. I don’t think I ever saw anyone swim in it. I guess there was no one in 50 years 
that wanted to do something about it. But it seems like some years ago, they may have 
cleaned up some of the brush that was around it. I remember it being a lot more 
overgrown than it is now. Now you can kind of go down there and see the lake. There 
for awhile you couldn’t even see the lake through the brush. When it was really 
overgrown, it was foul. So you really couldn’t get down there. I don’t think Dogwood 
Park was even there. I mean the land was there, but it was just packed with brush. 
Again-the only place to get down was by the dam or by the trestle. I remember just-you 
know you-having all of this time on your hands when you’re a kid and you want stuff to 
do and I remember hanging out down there and kinda being bored…  

                                                 
21 Coincidently, the Chestnut Hill Apartments occupies the site where Jane and Joan Hanno were raised 
and is also the current resident of interviewee, Butch Davis. 
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“But it was a quieter area then. Now I can hear the traffic at nighttime. I remember 
when I was a kid, being on the front porch, you just couldn’t hear anything. You just 
hear the crickets and something faint in the distance. And now you just have your ears 
full. They cut the trees down by the lake for the Lake Apartments. So all the sudden 
there’s more openness and more traffic and you can hear that roar of the sound of the 
traffic and I’m just surprised how loud it is. And I thought ‘I’m far enough away’ but it 
travels” -Scott Griffith   

 
The decline of Kellogg Lake as a recreational amenity was seriously amplified by the infamous 
filling at Kronberg Park; which interviewees commented on extensively.  
 
Kronberg Brothers was a Milwaukie-based real estate agency, owned and managed by Lee and 
Robert Kronberg, selling commercial and residential properties beginning in 1938. In the early 
1950’s Kronberg began inviting gravel and construction companies to dump excess river rock 
and building debris directly into Kellogg Lake to fill in the lots they owned along the south shore. 

The goal, allegedly, was to expand the property, 
thus increasing its market value. At this time, 
property ownership along the southern shore 
extended into the lake bottom, to the center line. 
Consequently, the Kronberg Brothers argued that 
the filling was restricted to their own property and 
was entirely legal, which created a regulatory 
challenge. Despite growing neighbor discontent, 
some 50,000 yards of heavy rock refuse was 
hauled into the lake22. North-shore property 
owners, represented by Krause & Evans, 
challenged Kronberg in County Court. 
Unfortunately, these initial efforts were 
unsuccessful but after years of appeal and protest, 
these concerned neighbors took the issue to the 
state and were able to put an end to the 
dumping23. Unfortunately, before achieving this 
success, dumping in and around Kellogg Lake had 
become excessive. The Kronberg dumping had 
spurred nearly a decade of illegal dumping that 

significantly deteriorated the recreational appeal of the Lake.24  
 
During the interviews, the Kronberg issue rarely needed much prodding. Some interviewees 
even attribute the fall of Kellogg Lake almost exclusively to this fill activity and the years of 
unregulated dumping that followed.  
 

“I hated to see that happen. It was near the beginning of the end.” -Bob Hatz 
 
“Instead of filling that in, if there was a way to have gotten down there and done some 
nice things.” -Don McLaughlin 
 
“Oh ya, the neighborhood was pretty upset about that. It just kind of gradually 
happened. They just kept filling it in and filling it in, which made that end of it more 
narrow, and there was a lot of dissention about that for a long time. And I didn’t really 

                                                 
22 See appendix for Milwaukie Review, Thursday July 8th, 1954; Kellogg Lake Dispute May End in Courts 
23 See appendix for correspondence between Albert Combs and Oregon Governor Mark Hatfield 
24 See appendix for Milwaukie Review, November 3rd 1965.  
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like it, but see, after I was married when I was 21 and then my husband and I lived in 
Portland for awhile, and then at Kellogg Park which was the defense housing, so I was 
out of touch a lot with the lake.” -Helen Ellis 
 
“I have been in the immediate neighborhood forever. And this was a disaster when Bob 
Kronberg filled Kronberg Park. He violated every rule and regulation and thumbed his 
nose at the City when they tried to stop it and he thumbed his nose at the Fish and 
Wildlife when they tried to stop it… 

“When this happened, people started pulling their boats out. They were disgusted…  

“Here, this will give you an idea (he indicates an aerial photo). That is right on top of 
the fill. There was a rock crusher right in here on the Willamette. This was a box 
company here. They built boxes, wooden apple boxes. They took this site and put a big 
rock crusher in here and they stripped rocks. But certain rocks, about this big (he 
indicates about the size of a fist) or bigger, that didn’t get crushed went down a shoot 
into a pile and Bob Kronberg got onto this. So the Kronbergs went to the court house 
and paid $5 or so and they didn’t claim the Heirs of Purchase, which actually was an 
illegal transaction because the heirs actually had to write off on the thing. And so, he 
just paid for the quit claim deed and then he, for free, these people could get rid of this 
rock. They’d cross right over across here, and then they dumped, right here. It was 
river rock. They were dredging the river. They had two dredges out here constantly for 
years… 

“They (the gravel company) were mining gravel, sand and gravel. So they hauled it for 
nothing and then dumped millions of yards into Kellogg Lake. And this whole thing that 
comes out there...you go over there and look the water’s right up to the highway…In 
fact I was in my backyard one day and I saw two cars collide one of them went in the 
Lake and clear out of site. So it was deep enough for a car to go out of site…  

The problem with the rock fill that Kronberg dumped was that it came down and 
actually he went beyond the property that he had acquired on the quit claim deed. Well 
actually it was County property-because the bottom of the lake was all privately held 
and you could go to the County and get an affidavit from the heir of the owners if you 
could find them and pay a very modest fee- $10-$15-$20 bucks, it wasn’t very much, to 
take a part of that land. That’s what Kronberg did, only he did it illegally. As far as 
anybody could tell he did not get any affidavits from anybody. And that’s pointed out in 
this letter from Al Combs25. He researched it and went to the County and went through 
all the records of the transfer. It was not legally developed. He filled out to as far as he 
thought he could, but by the time Al Combs got involved and finally wrote the 
Governor, and the Governor turned it over to some department, they found he was 
dumping beyond his property line, because the dump would roll…There’s a quote that 
he was going to fill it and apply for a zone change to commercial and then sell it. That 
was his plan…He was able to do it and he just didn’t take no for an answer… 

“When (Al Combs) wrote that in ‘65 it had been going on for years by then. Everybody 
had been fighting everybody. But finally, the government did get it stopped and got 
some of it cleaned up. Parts of it got cleaned up. On this side of the railroad trestle, 
people would pull in here and they started dumping everything in there. They should be 
put in jail but instead they named a park after him. Anyhow that was the beginning of 
the end of Kellogg Lake as everybody knew it…It was a mess and the foot bridge 
started to rot in the 60’s… 

                                                 
25 Al Comb’s correspondence with the State can be found in the appendix at the end of this document. 
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 “When all that (Kronberg filling) was being dumped in there…probably 20 truck loads a 
day. I mean there were two trucks (going back and forth) dumping 20 yards at a time. 
We had our boat-we had two boats in the water when that started…I don’t even know 
what happened to them…they’re gone. People started dumping on the other side of the 
railroad… 

My hope was that they would clean up the lake after.” -Floyd Bennett  
 

“Well they put that fill in-that’s one thing they didn’t have when I was here. Second, it 
just looks dirtier, even dirtier than when I was growing up. That’s about all I can tell 
you.” -Butch Davis 
 
“I was over there digging through (the filled area)….I remember being a kid digging 
through the dirt. And I was getting these bottles from a pharmacy. There were like 
these cobalt blue bottles that had chemicals. I remember one was like ‘Bithmis sub-
salphate’ or something. I was collecting these bottles that weren’t broken. I think a 
pharmacy had burned down somewhere and they were using the ruins for fill. And 
there were plenty of chemicals in it and (the ground) was all colorful…What I remember 
walking through there and seeing stuff-so I started to dig and found those bottles. Ya, 
they were filling it in. I didn’t know quite what they were doing with it. It looked like they 
were just filling it in and getting rid of the lake. I just remember it was fun to find those 
chemicals. I was into chemistry and I wanted to build rockets. But you know, when you 
think about it, it probably wasn’t a good thing to just be dumping it into the ground. You 
couldn’t do it today. I think it was in the mid 60’s, because I was younger. I probably 
would have been like in Junior High.” -Scott Griffith  

 
Concerned citizens did respond to the deterioration of Kellogg Lake. In addition to research and 
advocacy conducted by Al Combs in effort to expose the illegality of Kronberg’s filling, Oregon 
Legislator and lake neighbor, Monroe Sweetland organized a community clean-up of the lake in 
1959.26 At this time, the lake was drained and neighbors cooperatively collected trash and 
debris from the lake bottom. But this effort was quickly over-shadowed by continued dumping 
and disinterest in the Lake’s future.  The photos below depict the dump sight in 1968, about 15 
years after the beginning of the filling, and 9 years after the community clean-up effort organized 
by Sweetland.     
 

   
 
About two decades after Monroe Sweetland’s initial attempt at revitalizing Kellogg Lake, his 
daughter Becky, followed his lead by forming a citizen group intent on preserving the 
recreational integrity of the Lake. The group, Friends of Kellogg Lake, predominantly worked 

                                                 
26 See appendix for articles from the Oregonian and The Milwaukie Review. 
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throughout the late 70’s and 80’s to protect lake-side property from large-scale residential 
developments. As part of this effort they successfully lobbied toward the inclusion of Kellogg 
Lake, and its shoreline, in the Willamette Greenway, a zoning ordinance providing increased 
protection of metropolitan waterways.  

 
Friends of Kellogg Lake’s organizational activity ebbed and flowed throughout its two-decades 
of existence, and its last burst of energy spoke clearly to citizen’s desire for a restored, urban, 
natural area. During the late 1990s, the City of Milwaukie became interested in multiple 
community development and enhancement prospects around Kellogg Lake and slowly began 
gaining ownership of the lake bottom, and drafting plans for the Lake’s future. As planning for 
the Milwaukie Light Rail intensified, the City began exploring options for transit-oriented 
development around the area of the Kronberg filling. Wide-spread community opposition, lead 
by the Friends of Kellogg Lake, kept this latest incarnation of development at bay and 
demonstrated that, despite the lake’s contamination and general state of disregard, citizens 
remain strong advocates of an urban natural area for people and wildlife. A new solution for 
Kellogg Lake needed to be sought.     
 
 
Kellogg Lake Today: the Milwaukie Presbyterian Church 
While the Friends of Kellogg Lake were advocating against large-scale residential and transit-
oriented development, another movement was taking shape on Kellogg Lake’s north shore. The 
Milwaukie Presbyterian Church, under strong leadership from Shirley Stageberg, began 
exploring how their congregation could educate themselves and directly restore the native 
landscape on their property. Their exemplary efforts have provided a model for property 
ownership and community involvement opportunities in this sensitive area.   
 
Stageberg moved to Milwaukie in 1983 and became involved with the Presbyterian Church 
around 1990. But it wasn’t until very recently, that Shirley became deeply invested in the Lake. 
With the help of Joining Hands, a Presbyterian mission program, Milwaukie Presbyterian began 
fostering a relationship with a sister organization in Bolivia, which was comprised of members 
from several church denominations and non-governmental organizations. In January 2008 
Stageberg visited Bolivia with a delegation, further anchoring her investment in that partnership. 
One of the program’s goals was to campaign and share information about local water issues. 
Their Bolivian sister organization chose to campaign against water contamination from the 
mining industry. The Bolivians invited those from the U.S. to conduct investigations of water 
issues in their own areas. The Milwaukie Presbyterian Church chose to focus on Kellogg Lake. 
 
According to Stageberg, when members of the congregation began talking about Kellogg Lake, 
the misinformation was astonishing. Some parishioners even thought that Kellogg Lake was 
associated with the Kellogg Wastewater Treatment Plant; that it was a holding facility for 
contaminated wastewater. Most had no idea that the lake was actually fed by natural streams 
and springs, contained native habitat, and had been deeply cherished by some Milwaukie 
citizens. 
 
A team of individuals from the congregation began organizing hikes and canoe trips around their 
five acre property and inviting local ecologists to come and teach them about the land and it’s 
potential. They compiled a report on Kellogg Lake to send to their sister organization in Bolivia. 
By then, the effort had gathered such momentum and interest they didn’t want to stop there.  
 
Within this same year the team applied for and received a "Dollars on the Ground" grant through 
the Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District. They received $645 which allowed them to 
contract professional services to remove blackberries from the upper, exposed area in 
preparation for future tree planting. Church members matched the funds with 132 hours of 
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volunteer labor, and spent this time removing invasive plants from three-and-a-half acres of 
wetlands on their property. When the money ran out, they simply kept working on an unpaid, 
volunteer basis, pulling more invasive plants and researching additional grant opportunities. 
 
In the spring of 2009, they partnered with several organizations27, applied for, and were 
rewarded $7800 through Metro’s Nature in Neighborhoods Grant Program. The grant funds 157 
hours of professional restoration services28, materials for small, low-impact infrastructural 
improvements like trails and a staircase, 650 native plants, and the continuation of their efforts 
to conduct community outreach and raise public awareness. Interviewee, Helen Ellis is a 
member of the church and has been involved in their projects; 
 

“However, now I’m taking more of an interest in Kellogg Lake again because our 
church, the Presbyterian Church, is helping to clear off that bank. Yes I worked on that 
several hours last year and I signed up to also work more with the berry bushes and 
things like that. We’re trying to make it more of a park area. Yes, it’s kind of a heritage 
thing for me. I’m kind of coming back to my heritage.” -Helen Ellis 

 
The Church will continue this work throughout 2010, until their grant cycle and funding through 
Metro is exhausted. However, if their history and ambition speaks for anything, they are not 
likely to stop there.   
 
 
Responding to Change; the Future of Kellogg Lake 

 
“I’m not sure I’d fight it if I knew all the facts. But I’d sure miss the lake. It’s my Walden.”  

–Monroe Sweetland 
 
 
In response to Kellogg’s current conditions the City of Milwaukie has been conducting planning 
for a large-scale effort, the Kellogg-for-Coho-Initiative, to remove the Kellogg Dam and re-
naturalize the Creek and its native stream-side habitat within the 14 acre lakebed. This effort 
has included extensive public involvement and consultation.  
 
During this oral history project, interviewees were asked to respond to this project concept and 
offer suggestions for how they’d like to see the lake remembered;     
 

“Truthfully, I got mixed feelings. I don’t want it to go-but the way it is-it’s not good. It has 
to go. Like I say, I’ve got many good memories about swimming and row boating and 
fishing and ice skating and doing everything on the lake. During the summer months-
that was basically where we went. It was good. But the creek was there before. It was 
ideal…Well, it could be remembered like it originally was before Kronberg ruined it.” -
Bob Hatz 
 
“Well I will just remember it like it was in my day. All of our relatives that knew all of this 
stuff are long gone and we didn’t have brains enough to ask them.” 
-Don McLaughlin 
 

                                                 
27 Partners on the grant are; Milwaukie Cooperative Pre-school, Boy Scout Troop #376, the Milwaukie 
High School, Franciscan Spiritual Center, and the City of Milwaukie 
28 Though Happy Fish Restoration Landscaping 
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“Yea, isn’t that sad. You just don’t think about it. I’d like it to be remembered by a really 
nice park at the corner with some history someway of how it was.” -Adele Briggs 
Wilder 
 
“But here’s something that I don’t understand; because the carp became such a 
nuisance, they drained the lake years ago, I think they’ve even drained it twice, just by 
opening up the gate under the bridge there. Now they talk like it’s going to take a 
million dollars for a new bridge in order to drain the lake. Why can’t they just open the 
gate they used to open and let the water out? The other thing that urks me is that they 
talk about restoring the salmon. I grew up there on Kellogg Creek and I never saw a 
salmon. And we were growing up during the depression era; if there had been salmon 
there we would have been catching them to eat. And have our lives been diminished 
because they don’t go up the creek? I don’t think so.” -Don McLaughlin 
 
“You know what I think they should do today-now that they have that park. Personally I 
didn’t like it when they filled in that park. But anyway, what they should do is put a ramp 
down there and put boats on the lake and let people do things down there. We either 
spent all of our time at the lake or out at the farm riding the hay wagon.” -Enid Briggs 
 
“Well, I’d hate to have (the Lake) go away-but economically, environmentally if it’s 
ok…and of course with us living in Oak Grove now, we don’t have as much to do with 
that lake, except with the church. And, of course, the older we get, we’re probably not 
going to be hauled out there…Well, I think we need some waterways around and some 
parks and that type of thing around the community. There is so much building going on 
and the land is being gobbled up by all kinds of building. So I really feel that we need to 
have water as much as we can around where it’s feasible. Well I’d say make it more 
like a park setting if possible with a plaque with a little bit of history on it.” -Helen Ellis 
 
“I would like to see them spend the same amount of money that they’re proposing to 
spend on this thing to just drain it and bulldoze all the crap out of it. But I will remember 
it as it was when people along the lake all enjoyed the lake. There were some very nice 
houses built along the lake. Anyhow, I just hate to see the thing go. And I’m not sure 
when they’ll ever get funding to do it. It’ll be 100 years before it is done.” -Floyd 
Bennett 
 
“I’d hate to see it disappear. But if it’s going to be for the better-then that’s ok-because 
maybe we’ve seen its usefulness go. Well I’m supposed to be dead in a couple years 
anyway, so…and in my mind I’ve got the memories of it. And that’s good enough.” -
Owen Street 
 
“I think if they can make it natural and have fish go in there, that’s the way it should be. 
I think it was just bad judgment when they closed it off. But I’m not from here, so it’s 
different. Maybe we’ll get some eagles nesting! Wouldn’t that be wonderful?” -Gayle 
Street 
 
“When they first came with this idea, I was kind of opposed to it, because that Lake’s 
been there forever, and it is part of Milwaukie. But then the more I heard about it and 
read about it, you know, I’m very much in favor of it being removed. But even with it 
removed I don’t think we’re going to get big fish. I think we’ll get some steelhead and 
coho in there especially if we can enhance those cold springs in there. The fish 
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biologists that were at the meeting that day29, I learned a lot from them about what the 
different fish need.” -Dick Shook 
 
“It’s just one of those things. Of course Kellogg Lake is historically important to 
Milwaukie, but the creek will always carry on the historical legacy of Kellogg’s history 
with its name. In one sense, removing the dam is bringing us back to ancient history 
like when Whitcomb first founded Milwaukie at the “meeting place of rivers”. -
Madalaine Bohl 
 
“Milwaukie needs to have more around the creek. We used to ride our bikes to Elk 
Rock Island. Sometimes you couldn’t get over to the island because the water was too 
high. But when you could, we would go over there and play all over the place. But you 
have to take advantage of the scenery…I wish they would remove the sewage 
treatment plant in Milwaukie and also put in a park or a restaurant (near the water 
front).” -Butch Davis 
 
“I think that’s the main thing that I’d like to see is for the fish to have a way to get back 
up here and make it healthy. It just never seemed like a healthy place. It always just 
looked like a mosquito breeding ground and muddy water. So I’m not really reminiscent 
of the lake itself. I’m really excited about the fact that it might go back to a stream… I 
just love the idea of getting it back to a more natural state. There’s a lot more reason to 
go visit it. And wildlife is having such a tough time. If it gets taken back to a natural 
state eventually-the wildlife will come back.” -Scott Griffith   

 
 

                                                 
29 Shook is referring to a public meeting held at City Hall in May 2009; for Kellogg Lake neighbors to learn 
more about what kinds of restoration and habitat to expect post-dam removal.   
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Summary of Conclusions; Remembering Kellogg Lake 
Kellogg Lake has transitioned through many phases. Documented accounts of the early 
settlement of Milwaukie outline its contribution to industry. Specifically, the power it provided to 
the Standard Mill led to the invention of pure white flour which helped feed the California Gold 
Rush, while the space at Kellogg’s confluence with the Willamette acted as a staging ground for 
the logging industry. But little is known of how it was used or regarded by everyday citizens until 
around 1918. This is where the oral history begins with Ernie Bisio and Bob Hatz. 
 
By this time, farmers had begun using the Lake to irrigate agricultural land sprawling along the 
sparse hillside on both sides of Lake Rd. The stories of interviewees beyond this point tell of 
how Kellogg Lake was recreationally used and enjoyed by its neighbors, especially youth, for 
the next three decades.     
 
Interestingly, these memories repeatedly make subtle hints at the slow degradation of the Lake. 
The interviews outlined above include multiple accounts of carp domination, increasingly turbid 
and mucky water, and other signs of its deterioration long before the dumping began in the 
1950’s. The 60 years since are characterized predominantly by the Lake’s decline, punctuated 
by brief moments of civic revival efforts.  
 
Today, the Lake faces the heavy impacts brought by increasing urbanization throughout the 
region and is highly contaminated. The fish ladder is nearly a century old and has received only 
sub-par improvements, the most recent in 1999. It provides safe fish passage for State and 
Federally listed endangered fish species during an extremely narrow set of flow conditions30; 
while the lake has become more attractive to scores of invasive species of fish, plants, and 
other wildlife than to those species that are native to Oregon. 
 
Despite the fond memories of long-time residents, it’s fair to conclude that Kellogg Lake does 
not hold a special place in the hearts of most current-day citizens. In fact, the overwhelming 
majority of Milwaukie citizens have no interaction with or affection toward the Lake. To this end, 
not one potential interviewee responded to this Oral History’s outreach efforts with fond 
memories of Kellogg Lake since 1960. 

“What I get is. ‘Oh where’s Kellogg Lake?’ They don’t really know that it’s there. You 
don’t really see it (when you’re) driving everywhere.” –Adele Briggs Wilder 

  
Aside from the work underway at Milwaukie Presbyterian, casual everyday glances from 
immediate lake neighbors, and City of Milwaukie efforts, very minimal regard is paid to Kellogg 
Lake by today’s citizenry. As a result, degradation continues to be its dominant feature.  
 
But we are all invited to the challenge of combating this. Oral histories in particular remind 
everyone to keep memories alive through telling and asking for stories. They call on us to pay 
homage to a culture of remembering through storytelling and using those memories as an entry 
point to project us into the future.  
 
The current incarnation of Kellogg Lake tells only the later chapters of its story. But this 
document attempts to demonstrate that many members of our community have other, valuable 
stories to tell; about the early days of sledding, ice skating, or swimming in deeper water or of 
their interest and investment in a restored open space, for people and wildlife, that is still to 
come.  

 
30 According to hydraulic analysis conduced by the US Army Corps of Engineers in February, 2002, fish 
passage through the Kellogg Dam is characterized as “good” only 3% of the time during winter months 
and less than 2% of the time during summer months.  
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He Really Cheated Death 

Ernest J. Blsio, 21, of Milwaukie, now recovering In the Portland 
General hospital after bebig rescued from the bottom of the 
Willamette river by Stal'tord Jennings. Story on page L 

Accident Date: 
May 28, 1939 
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.formatiOn Y ument at the. ft MaY be -some re 
hal~ ta~t ¥;outd;ale. abRoutF~tlds. one. 
p •. n Melv1n · . · ""' 

· ., looked like a Needed •~urse istered 
_At first J{a~~: ~~\wo iriq~~i~~ Mr. Fixit; \ta~e a B~~~es ?os· 

sticker, b the trall and I that nurse workmg help lS ba~Hy 
· t me on the facts . . 1 where mY d · leavmg 
~lte fo~1ow{~\h!~eincredib913e9st¥fi~ ~~;ded: . MY ~~;~f~ i~d 1 an: 
gave nse . MaY 1 . 'or mllltarY 1 cannot con 
lt haP~hoedq:alked; ~ ou\-w~ :a~ obliged t~hem~6s~ital unless I can 
rnan, Ernest BlSlO. bridge tinue at 
boat" was . the senwood 
just above 

Milwaukian Rescued FroiTI Ri,rer Tells How It Feels to Die 
BY DON McLEOD 

Staff Writer, The Oregonle 

(Picture on Page 3) 
Ernest J. Bisio, 21-year-old 

wholesale produce dealer of 
Milwaukie, lay in a bed at Port· 
land General hospital Tuesday 
and told how it feels to "die." 

Bisio is t!fe young man who 
Sunday ni~ht was dragged 
from death under 45 feet of 
Willamett~ river water by a 
grappling hook, expertly ma-

neuvered by Stafford Jen­
nings. 

Knocked unconscious when 
catapulted from his speedboat 
by a heSYY Wa.ve, the husky 
produce merchant sank to the 
river bottom and only the res­
cue by Mr. Jennings prevented 
him from certain drowning. 

"I don't recall hitting the 
water," Bisio stated from his 
hospital bed, "but I remember 
going down and was convinced 
my time to die had come." 

Still shaken from. the ·bar-

' rowing brush with death, Bisio 
said a surge of thoughts flood­
ed his mind while he was sink­
ing, but his principal concern 
was for his mother. 

"I thought of the insurance 
policies I had taken out in her 
favor several years ago and 
was happy that she would re­
ceive the money," the near­
victim related. "I never gave 
myself a chance to get out of 
that river alive." 

Heavily clothed and unable 
to swim, Bisio hit the oozy 

river bottom quickly, he stat­
ed, but suffered little ms. 
comfort. 

"'I'he water wasn't cold and 
I didn't notice any great pres­
sure." 

In fact, this Jalse. sen~ of 
security, he explained, led him 
to lxllieve that he would walk 
along- the bottom and even­
tually reach shore. Fortunate­
ly, however, he lost conscious­
ness and was snared by Mr. 
Jennings' probing hook before 

he coulC' start on any such 
impossible exploration. 

"Things hap~ed awfully 
fast," he recounted, "but I re­
member the orderly parade· of 
thoughts that· m a r c h e d 
through my mind before . I. 
went 'out.' One thing I re­
called was :the siiver dollars 
in my pocket. I had received 
them as change for a bill be­
fore the accident, and when 
Mr. Jennings asked if I would 
accept the silver, I told him 

'Sure, they'll help weigh me 
down.' 

"And boy, how that proph­
ecy came true." 

Bisio was considered vir­
tually out of danger by his 
nurse, but was being kept un­
.der close observation for any 
. infection that might develop 
from the polluted river water. 
For the first time since he 
wa.S taken to the Portland 
General hospital, he was 
breathing without the help of 
an oxygen tent. 
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"" tJ"normances at tne Mola lla , Buck· cross·rtd.ng thread the·needle WhiCh thts year tne group "';'IIJ 

red •• • S.Cood Cl•u t.f•tter .t tile t.fllweukie, Oro., lruch 
bo Poril•nd Pott Offia. undor tllo Act of "'••<~ 1. 1~10 MIL W AUKI( OREGON, THURSDAY; AUGUST 12, 1954 ~·•s· 

" ' Oak Grove 
•regon Jubilee' 
lay 

Steelhead Issue 

Rod-Gun Saibiect 
COURT UNANIMOUS . ON L 
KEL[OGG LAKE PROBLEM I .. 

Clackamas Co.unty's go.\ferning body this wE.'Pk replied to the 1. 
appeals f'Or h<'lp from the residems along Kellogg Lake, who in IJ 
fE'('ent months have felt that their Lak·e was thre:rtnned by title 
disputes and lake-lbapk fills, 

.ber communities, making the most 
publicity which has come since Miss 
d "Miss Oregon of 1954," are com­
·ation which starts Saturday after­
to the summer night. 

Word has come as we go ~o 
pre.ss that Joseph K. Carson, 
Jr., who may be Oregon's next 
Governor, has accepted the in­
vitation of friends to 'sit in' on 
the Rod &. Gun debate Monday 
night. Joe said he wanted to 
'bone up' on ttle steelhead con· 
troversy, and this was the best 
place to do it. 

In a letter to ~lie J. Werschkul of Milwaukie, a leader lll)l<>ng E 
the lakeside residents, the Court's 111ree mE>mbers joined in the L 
'following letter: it 

"This is t.o acknoWledge reet>ipt r--'----·-------- P 
or your letter In regard to the FBI Swoops Here 
preservation of Kellogg 'Lake at P 
Milwaukie. All the County Court It all happened 9£ fast at B(lr- b ubilee" is highlighted by the pres­

Herself. During the afternoon She 
.iness communities, where souvenir 

Ml!waukiP Rod and Gun Club 
meets Monday evenlng at U1e SL 
Johns <Cathollc) parish hall in 
Its monthly meeting, and the sub­

members are of the opinion thM nard's Gara<ge Saturday that it 
the beauty of Kellogg Lake was over almost t>efGre anyone b 
should not be destroyed by the knew what was happening. A cus- 5

1 Miss 
lable 
iness 
wish 
City 

ittee. 
'Cle" 
)ster 

h.as 
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yone 
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~on" 
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1ves 
na­
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;soo 
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hoi · 
vin· 

Uss 
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tap-dancer; J anice Dnllcy, panto- lect is a 'hot' une amonll all Ore­
mine; the Girls Trio from Os· gon fisberm@n: Shall Oregon 
wego;, baton expert Mary Kline; make Steclhcad a game fish~ 
Indian dancers Caroline and Dan According to Club secretary 
Fill pot, and a - ~lind-told act by D. C. Swinford, the issue will be 
Frank Fillpot. Th!a program is debated by two speakers on ~ell 
planned to ~egin awut 1:30 ..uui stde and at least one 'middle­
extend to 3 o'clock or later. man'. Those advocatlng the 

encroachment of industrial or · 
residential prol~. tomer drove up to the pu~ lin· f 

h llthPr car came in alongside, two o .,"We shall do everything t at 
we can to help pr~rve thl.s na- armed FBI men grab'bed the c 
tiona! 'beauty spOt for the Mil- driver of the first CBr, had -,n ~ 
waukle area. --~ on hl.s ~dt and manaolf.ld ln 10 1 

'smoet'ely, seoondl. , l 
Clackamas County Court 

Wallace Ft. Talford 
County Judge 

Identity o! the partie~ is not 1 

known, but · the •Federals· tarried 1 

only lo~ enouih to identity 1 

E 
. themselves and say the man -ar- 1 

"MIS_S_ ORI;GON" PORTRAITS change wiH . <be Kenny Gates of 
• 'W-estern Rod & Reel'. and Don 

_oak Grove and Bomber Dis- . Fields. Those opposing change 
tr1ct merchants have arranged will be Charlie Henne of the 
to have . a suppl~ of large. auto· Fishermen's Union and Jan 
gra_phed souven1or p~rtra1ts of Schenck. 'On the fetce' wHl 'be 
"M1ss Oregon," 11 by 15 inches, Tom Carter 
f~r. _free di.stribution t~ those A 'blg tur~out and lively debate 
v1s~tmg thetr stores durm!J the is expected. The Ubllc 1 Invited. 

Stan Skoko, 
Commissioner 

Bob Jonu, 
Comm.llilsioner 

rested was 101 Anpy deserter. c 
<N~?Vcr have_tound out whether p 
the FBI made it up to Joe tor the 
lost customer!) a 

"M1ss Oregon Jubilee." P s 

On Wedne9Ciay the Board of 
Trustee of the Milwaukie Pres· 
byterian Church jolned In the n 

\\ 

k "Miss Oregon" will visit from 
place to place all afternoon in 
Oak Grove and all along U. S.-99 
between Pat'k avenue and Con­
cord. 

The evenlll'g's festivities shift 
to The Bom'ber district. Here a 
traditinal rip-snorting, . Western­
Style whing·dlng Is scheduled. 
Art Lacey will act as Emcee and 
ringmaster as the Joe Parenti 
Music School artism carry on. 
Among the stellar attr~UonswiJJ 
be the 25-glrl s!ngers 'k~s 
the "Hnrmonicats,'' a spate of 
guitarists, .lind a 4·piecc western 
band J.o.r tlw dancing which fol· 
lows. An area is !being roped o!f 
lor the dancing, which will go on 

New Kiwanl•s Club. prot~st by resolution, as follows: 
"As a group with substantial Ralph Irwin· Sr. at 

Kentucky K-C Meet 
a 

MUwaultie Kiwanis Club has frontage on Kellog~ lake, and 
with an interest In youth, church 

scored again ln the completion of and civic activities on proper"' 
I f tl ch ~ f th •:r Mr. and Mrs. Rnlph Irwin, Sr., a 

P ans or te artermg 0 e it Is developing, we hereby l.n· "' 
Gr d t r--1 b t Tl are on l!.helr way this week to 1( uew a s one -.. u nex 1urs· dors<' any w_orthwhlle ellort to 

da e · t th w t L" LouisviLle, Kentucky, where he is r. 
. Y venmg a e es mn clenn up the lake and to retain 
Jnn. · ~~91e 250 Kiwat)ians and It 11 t one of Oregon's six ~legates to e: 
their ·wives from all over the dis- as a commun Y as~ · . the National Convention of the ,. 
trict have purchased tickets to ''We heartlly Indorse rctPntwn Knights of Columbus. ll 
at•tend:" The new Club .has been of thC' lake as a whole !.o_r rcsl- Tht• Irwlnos wlll . go to Flint. 

!.Q!JSOred by the 'Mllwaultie dentlal and c-hurch, vark or civic M. lchlgan, while Elast, where they 1v 
:grou~1iC'h previously had~ thj~use a~ it is-. more appropriately ~re picking- UI> a ne_~ .£1!r, and 
Estacada ':1\lwanis Club to~ adapted ~Ql' ~ch use. All" a group will then 'tak<> a 2-week to)Jr 
credit. and as mdlv:duals we also in- through Soufhern 'States before 

Some thirty charter members do~se any study and effort driving West aa-atn. 
are in the group. The ceremonies wht<.:h c~:~n be made immcdantely ---~---, 
are under the dir.ection of Char· by locaJ, county and state au· 
Jes Potter of. MilwaUkie, L!euten- thorities toward this direction." 

intf> the nigttt. · . 
on There Is no ad m i s s i o n, of. 
~ a course. for ~ny ofJ.he'Jestlvities. 
or, 

ant Governor of the Kiwanis Dis- - - - - -
trlct. Fre~ Spe~r at 'st. Vincent's 

f>'lilwaukio's city manager, 
me 

Grade School· 
Erecting Fence 

DAUGHTER TO SEXTONS Fred Sperr, underwent maJor 
mt 
·re­
·ry 
\.n· 
·he 

Mr. and Mrs. llob Sexton have surgery early today (Thura~ 
a brand-new daughter, Cp.therlne. day) at St. VIncent's Hoapltal, 
Louise, born JUly 25th. Their son' Portland. Mre. Sperr and their 
Gary was 2 year, old on July aon Jack.,.were with him. In hit 

A six-toot chain-link tcnce !or 27th. Mr. Sexton is l5th Grade abaenoe the council h.. ap· 
ns. the east artd west sides of the teacher at Milwaukie Grade pointed Mayor Leonard Mullan 
ln· Grade School grounds was ap· School. to be acting-manager. 
oe, proved by the board at Its meet- --------------.:._----------....,--~ 

lnu Mondav Pveninll. A low bid • .. 1 I a I- II I ... le 
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IH'cl \\'it h 
('()I)('(' I'll 

1roflt a hi<' 

THIS AERIAL. PHOTO TAKEN last weekend shows the rock· 
and gravel fill ilt the lower end of,J<~Iogg ~which has set 
off a c hain reaction of claims and counter-claims to title to 
lake-bottom land, which may cnrl In courts. This also furnishes 

' ' '"""' ~u~ v " ~ '-" \ our readers with a fine view Of downtown MJiwaukle as far 
_!:5,ell~ark, morudlng tho schools """ churobes of lbe cent• 
area. - - ~ 

- A DeLano Aerial PhotograJ 
Mllwnu 

v<:> shop Milwaukie's Jake, scenic aUJ•action, fishing holt> for thl' .---

kids, <Uld l'CSldcntial -site, this week became the center of a A. rdenwa•·d-Portland Annex ... \ ote sccoml 
ove good 
·,custom· 
cncral. 

community controversy which ma-:r~el]d in the highest coul'lS. IJ Y 
The lake is an artifkiaJ one, but has been Milwaukie's · ' · 

lanrlmark for almost a century. It wus made when a pioneer Being Mulled· Ballot A ~ked 
gt·isl mill wus installed h('l'e, and lhe Lake \vas the m ilJ- · 

1 
· II.) 

ponrl. Much like Lake Oswego on the oppps.ite side' of the 
\\'illanwtt<'. it ha!': bec·ome a central feature of 1be community 
plan. 

sldents 
n'l( Grove 
Norman 

1appy to 
ll<:>lr first 
~ ounc<'S, RI'C'<:>ntly however, lill~'s to the 
II<' Hos· land under the lak<' ~m<' undrr Jake-bottom, was at'tually private· 
nd h<.lbY dose S<'l'Utlny as I..Re ancl Rol>ert ly·ownt>d, and hn~-; nc>VCI' qJcen of· 
II be at KroniH'I'I{, p1·omirwnt l01·al real· !idully dc•d!Putcd to puhllc usc. 

R 
lie did nol c·omnwnt on IIH' forc'<' 

t<:>r<' PV· tm·s. lwgan to' fill in tlw Juts of EUB or vulldlly of the titles whkh ~H' 
tlwy own adjoining- th<• !'-'1' rail· may have sought· to :H•qulrc 

·m<'rly 
11 

road trcstl!' whic•h crosses the through lh(• qult-l'lalrn .<l<'<'tlf! to 
the Oalt w('sl c•nd of th<' Lake . .Soml' .'iO,· thl' lnkP·hottom. 
husband 000 yards of heavy ruck rt•fusC' \ At Orc•gon City, n·wanwhllc•, 

rn Evan· from lh<' grnvl'l compnnylwross Cowlly J.udgc Telford suid that 
Jl'nnlngs 

1 
c he is investigating tlw problem 

US .)!) has 'bC('n hauh•cl Into thP tllCJI'CJurr!Jiy 'r . . • ,1 • ,., .1 Om I'VCry.. oiSj)l { , 

Jot, and ·II sit.aille port ton o! lhP- 1 hut he• IJ<'li<•vp} 11H• County ha~ 
Jnlw Jlllt>d. H!'sidc11ts on the .paramuunt 1itle to tlw lulw•hol· 
north hank of the Lake protest· tum. and llwt hc is s<:l'ious!y <·on· 
Ptl rtrst against thl.' fH"arifi<'ution sick-ring st<>ps to mal«~ it into n 
of thP vic•w a!'ross Jrum their !'ounty purlc 10 pn~c!r-vc• value• of 

liH' established hume sltc>s all 
homes, but the d<•<•ds to Mr . .around the lAke. and to qulc•l 

:eas 
hool Krottl><·r~ \\'C'l'C' Px<unlnc<l and 

found to hi' entirely dear in giv· 
17·yenr· lng him Iiiii' to the lal«• lJ<'d fur 

was val· somc' 200·fPPt out from shorc•. 
·trl c•lass com·<•J'n dP<'JJPned, how<' v <~ r, 

!ut·llwr c·cmtrovprsy. 

AC'tlve In the IIJIJIC':tls for help 
irom lh(• Cuunty are Mr. und 
Ml'S. Rubert Sutt on, Mrs. L<:>na 
l{I'IJ<'r, Mt'. and Mrf<. Let-:llc• Wc•rs­
dJkul, and tlw· offlci'rs of t hP 
Presbytc>rilln Churl'h whose n<>w 
5-nc·rc• chur('h and pari{ ~;It<> IF: 
ulong t lw north l'lwrellnl' of th(l 
J..akl'. 

rom the 
1 Brem· 
) h; the 
mel Mra. 
nerly of 
, Is as· 
r at th!' 
mbarka· 
11 to en­
t Mary· 
In Mu· 

when il was Jrarm'<l that Mr. 
KronlJPr~ h;HI obtained quit· 
claim clPeds frum cl!'sc•rndants o'f 
the hundred-year-ago owners of 
the lai(C·bc>d across to the water's· 
Nlge on the north hanlc This be· 
cam<' Important because thP 
deeds on th<' • north b/.l.nk of Kcl· 
i<J~g Lake, tmllk<' those on the 
south bank r<•ncl 'to the wntc•r's 
edge', 'to the meander line of the 
lake' or 'pond', and assert no 
claims out :into the> Lake. 

'l'hc nort.h·bank owners have 
employed the Portland .tlrm of 
Krauic . & Evans 1 to represept 
them, and thl11 we~'k prc~sented a 
round·ro'bln Jetter to the Clac;ka· 
mas County Court urging the 
Court to a~ert Its claim to the 
lake botfom. based on .foreclosure 
tor delinquent u.xes back In the 
1930's. The City also has some 
rlehts due to dedicated streets 
which bisect the Lake, 

·'Mr. Kronberg assured the Rc· 
view this week that he has no 
ult~r~~r Intention& whatever. and 
tha~e !Ill along ~ 99 wm en· 
hance tnc attractiveness of the 
Lake when he Is finished. He Jlas 
consulted landscape ndvlaors, he 
says, who w1Jl eventually suPf"r· 
vise the cove~lng of the ir~vt>l 
with top..oll and the bank with 
vtnes aM sht'U'bs. He cttCJJ uu~ 
records to prov«.> that not only 
hls pretent land, but the tnUre 

The 0J'(•gon City firm of l3ut· 
ler & Jac·k arP Mr. KJ'ODber,i''s 
attorneys. 

Nt•xt ln<'ldcnt In the unfolding 
situation may b!' the pc-tltlon 10 
vacate on<' or more streets owned 
by the elty whlrh trllverse th~ 
low<'r lake, whlc·h Is thl' 11ubjt'<'t 
of a hearing on August ;Jth '11 
C"lty Hall. 

Local K Club 
Backs Gladstone 

Milwaukie Klwanlans. headed 
by President Bob P.tel1fer and Kl· 
wanfs Lieutenant-Governor Char· 
lie Potter, have t·ompletc<l the 

preliminary work for the eatab­
llshmen't 'of a n~ Kiwanis Club 
at Gladstone. Alter a meetlni at 
Gladstone City Hall last Thurs­

day nlibt w,ltp about 20 p~· 
tlve members of the new club, 
about 25 members 01. the Mil· 
waukie Club are ~lni tonight 
at dinner In Gl~tont!! !or the ol• 
tJ~l J•uncbh~ ot. the new w»t. 

Portland's City Coundl has un· -- _ _, _ _:.. ____ _ 

dc•r conslderutlon a petition suld ·t~xes nrc :somewhat heavl£.'r' 
to !)(• slgnNI hy scvm;al hundred locully. 
Ardenwnld r<'sidcnts asking. n 
voir nt the Novem'bcr 2nd Elec 
lion on ann<•l<atiun of the· arl'll to 
l'ortlaud. 

Ard!'nwalrl l'c>sidents havt• bcl'n 
~hurply dlvidc•cl three wuys for 
several years on tht• question of 
tmnexalion I<> Portland, to Mil· 
wnuklc. or J'Ptnalnlng as •unor· 
f{nnizccl' IC'rritory, Population of 
tlw al'c•a Is lilought to tw ahnut 
3,000. 

Bcforl' Portland of£ic'iul s dcc·ld(' 
wh<'t IH'l' tlwy want to put the 

Tllcre wns also talk umon~ 
MilwnuJ,it• Arcknwald r('s!ci 
U1at it 1\Vould hP bctiC'r w jolt; 
c.;JucJ<amus County C'ity, to w 
the adJoining c'OmmunHy is 
ready ti<'<l into tuxinl{ u 
~chooJ tllstrk·ts, !Ire 'bo~rcls. e 

Park Bridge To B 
Ready For Schoc 

proJIOsal lo a vote. It mm;l ~·lear- A mPmhl.'r of the Cot 
u 1nu·vc•y nf whcllll'l' It l!4 ad· Court. Itobert .Tunes, st 
vanla{!('OUS (Jl' not lo Purtlnncl. . Thun;dlly morning thai pont 
Then tlw hc•;uinn wlll q>l' hrlcl In to lh<> rumor that the Park a 
Portland. prollll'bly .July 21 or ZH. ue ·brl<tgt• flll will be s ix mo 

l ,oc·al ohsc>rvc•rs ' poln!Nl cmt to· in the• ci!,Jini:, it must hP !ini 
clay that Anlt•nwald woulcl hnvc• ln the two month!! Jefl be 
to pay Its l •·XC'S tn Mllwnul(il' sd1oul 'opc•n:;, 'J'h(• sc·huol tJ 
sl'hools. to t lw ltur•ul Fire Prot<'<'· usc thul route, und "'""ry e: 
tlon Distric-t, and many othi'I' will hC" t()warct ())X'nlng it to 
ov<•r-lapping- governmC'ntal units, fit' us qukkly n~ posslhlt•. 
<'v<m If It join>~ Portland wiH'r<' hrltlg!' has 'hN'n (•ondc•mn<•tl 

- , C'lo~<>cl It> tra!fh•. 

Kellogg Park Area ThP Oak J~)(lgC' Walt>!' Dr.) 
,. · m~nt is at worl< making tt•rr 

• nry connections tu take C'nr 

Homes' Sold Af Last users till the P<'rman~>nt m 
arl" ready to tjC" lnstallt>d. l 

By DN•cm1wr ~ of this year 
the lus t o! the Kellogog PHrk 
Housing unltK wlll have been re· 
move(] under terms of' the sales 
C'omp.!Ptf'd last week by tl)e San 
FrnnC'ls('() offkc· ol tht• US Hous· 
lng Authority. 

47 t>IMers cleaned up lhP 
homc11'o! whul was oucc a teem· 
1ng sect'km 'Of the City o! 'Mll­
wau1de. One bidder, the Cleve· 
land Wreckln~t Co. o1 .San lo'ran· 
C"lsC'o. \rbld $(YT,iUi6 tor 406 ot tlw 
remalhlng buildings. The other 
73 bulldln~:s w~re· divided among 
the 46 other bidden, !or a total 
of $22,124. 

The permanent; buildings 
.tire hall, administration bUilding, 
etc . have not yet been appraised. 
It Is expeCted they wm be aold 
Qn slle with their land a1 ~r· 
ma(letll bull<llngl to remain 
wh~ro they nrc. ------::--, 

lanl'1 GaK ant1 Coke Co. pipe! 
ar~ also being rend}('(] tor 
1lnll(<'rvlC'f' t~ pnt_ron!'l. 

Don Graf New 
1-C Chairman 

Milwaukie school District 
held Ita annual 'organl7.ft: 
meeting Wednetday ntght, 
elcctc<l Don W. Grat to be el 
man tor the next year. He 
ceeds Harold Nevin ot Wlc 
District, laat y<'ar's presiding 
fleer. Arvid Bertman Js re-clc 
Clerk. 

In view of Interest in the ci 
ol poul.ble Ardcmvald ann 
tton to P.a.tU~nd, the Board ' 
ed bluntly, 1:>y n unantmous ' 
that It "would not re¢cnlmen1 
approv<.' any change In the bt 
da~ o! l.C" bc<'aute ol and 
nexatlon• t.o other clUes. J 
wtlloh ahares reaJ)OnslbUity 
the tax. obUptlpnl of the dllt 
cannot be relieved ot thMn ,. 
out permlulon ol the rest of 
area, bOard ottlcl.alt pointed 

.. 
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l k { llt.ef!' '\'lta•Ut~ cost ia n~;-
_ - _, ~,,_. "Ui" . , , \V ill 

nnitll'l's 
1 Cham· 
appoint· 
i:anz at 
d of eli· 

be~in n••xt week, Mnnday, Aug­
ust Hi, ;ll'eordlng, to J.o' in• ('hiPf 
llob Lilli:;. 

, .<'PI<I<'<'d. This lhr<'nt of a ' 1a ln~LJ 
('ountv roatlnwn :u u l till thr<'c strike>' brought prompt l'Cllssur- ~~g• on 

t•otmty · t•ommissiont•rs, log<'Ulcr nm•t• from City R<!corder Ellen al M a •P IN-
'W i t h safety advism's r r om Martin that sht• "is sure the co • ff ... e lr 

0 
next 

th(• Stat•• Highway Commission, Council will n ot pass the asses!!- month, ihe nee" l buli­
gathert•d at Island Station Tucs- mt'nt ordinance until the res!- ne11e1 being liated in the di­
clay mor·nilll~ to look ovc1· the dents nrc satisfied." rectory I• more Important than 
various proposals for more con- "Among the specUic allegations ••e~'. C.U EV. 1·8551 mel con­
venient access from 2nd strl'Ct he~r In council was the charge iirm JOW' old llating or arrange 
and the Island district, onto Me- of Vexne Utz, 17!15 S4th, that for .a new ·one. 
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'No Man' s· Land' 
On Lake Bottom 
Gets Councn Eye 

Robert Sutton, L. J. Werschkul 
and Mrs. E. R. Bennett headed a 
delegation of lakeside property 
owners which r equested the city 
council to take· steps to acquir·e 
Iirm t itle to the 'no man's land' 
at the bottom of 'Kellogg Lake to 
prevent expl'OJ iation of the area 
for private uses. 

Under anclenL (!~. jhe nu­
m erous nortli-bank owne ·s hold 
title •to the water's edge'; soutli 
s rdc - ·tleeds arc written 'to the 
middle of the lake.' 'fhc land In 
question lies cast of the r ail road 
•trt·stle, and between t he Jtliddle 
of the Jake anti t he nor th shore. 
The dty limits go to the midcl le 

Loughlin Boulevard. "the drl~way wne supposed to 
The new safety Installations at be 5 Inches thick, arid it's only· 

t he junction ol Rivet· Road, 7th Slh" 'at the thick est, nod has at­
avenue and 2nd street <Island r eady crocked twice." Sewage Probe. 

Plans Develop 
Station) included a halt to ac- Gordon Shennan, 1756' 34th, 
cess directly from 2nd street into charge that 'my curb and walk 
the highway, Among the propos- cracked up when it expanded." 
al~> being gl\·en consideration as George !Mickel of 1946 34th, 
t he officials made t heir on-the- s tated that 'this is impOrtant to 
spot inspection, was one for a e ll the taxpayers of MJlwaukie. Wednesday ·night a ifoUp of 
diagonal access from 2nd street If ,this ~lip-shod work gets by, about SO J'llaidents of the UJlOC-
·to 7th :w enuc, to permit diroct they'll get by with other proiects, «al).ized territory between !Mil-
access into the safety lane. an d .cvcntunlly tho taxpayers will waukie and QlAdatone m.et.-llt-OU 

Members ot: the 6-man eonunJt- foot the bill." _ . ' Grove io covtinue Ute ·~ 
tee ·named nt t11e cittzens•· meet_. .Toh.ti E. llouford, 2000 84th, to an over~ali sewage dispo.tal' 
ing at Bob Sutton's plant last did much of tho speaking for the program tor the area 
week :1ccompanicd the officials delegation. He outllp.ed tho 6PC" M. Ftomer Rbeves...:.oak Gl'l>va-
on tJ;cir inspccl..ioil. ci1ic complaints beard along the Jnsurance man who bas sparked 

Beaver·S~Imon Movie 
At Rod Club··Monday 

o! the lake. Mtlwaukie Rot! & Qun Club 
In re$ponsc to t his appeal, the m l•els next Monday, August 15, 

Council Monday directed the city at the ·auditorium of 'St. J oh n's 
attorney to prepare a · rcsoluticm ·Calholit• St'ttool in ·Milwaukie. 
to b e sent the county court to rc- l<'catu red 011 the program w!Jl .be 
q uest the county to merge its a thr C'l'-J')llr t picture " Mar lne .Life 
t itle and that of the city, so that . the 131~aver and the Salmon.'' 
permanent dedication of the lake Sign-up .for the map·and·com· 
bottom to publit' usc might be pass cour~c and discussion of the 
made>. • . . . c!('(•r derhy will he on the agenda, 

street, and charged that much of the recent activity, p~stmted 
the work was installed without spcakclit tronf the State Board 
•watering down' ot .the grades ot Health and tho englne~rlng 
and fills. In some instances, he :firm of stevens and Thompson. 
stated, the r{'sidents watered Mr. E. L. Boydson spoke !or t~ut 
dow? the fills! but ~thers the state atency and M. W. Runyon 
settlmg 'l"as, 10 hiR opinion, at- of Oak Grove tor the engineer­
trlbutablc to failure to water the log firm which installed previous 
filling. ·Clackamas Count. y disposal 
· " I have 5 <:racks wJthin IllY.. plants. 

Thcrt• have hccn r umots ro1 :mel a SJH'cial message :from tbc 
some time thut p r ivate par\Jcs t presitlc>nt. 
were trying ttl tmd cll'sccndants ,. ·-
o! the ori!lina l donation . land TREASURER'S NAME 
daims to pick ti p QtJit-<:laim deeds I OMITTED FROM LIST 
to lake bottom Jantl. In listing tho now officers of 

100 feet," R. J. Wisner, 3325 SE $779.77 has already been con-
Wister, said. tributc<.f by individuals Jn the _at-

Numerous residents voiced slm- :tectod area to finance a feaelbll­
Jlar or lt>nfinnlng objections to ity survey ·,to ' determine which 
t h c workma~hip; · lncludlni .areas within the district are 
Charles Wilder, Ludwig Straua. practical for sewage units, but 
an~~ ~~~~~~~to 
City Manager Earl Burdick, who <:over the enUre area apokeJJD6n 

satisfied the group that some indicated· "-
items listed in their complaints · 
were not well founded, neverthe- -----

Leon · ------------
- !J.'ransit Savou, Inc;, last• week, 

the name ot the treasurer waa 
omitted. A. H. Miller was elect• 
ed to that capacity at the an· 
nual m eeting of that organisa­
tion. 

less acknowledged there was a 
basis tor objection. PTC's 1955 1arles 

r ec-ts, 
on roc 
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the 

l!IWS, 
tager ·,; 
new 

'!5 of 

new 
h a 
'<lin 

Dr. 
·!l.tf, 
Co., 
. H. 
ttr.cl 
ton, 
mry 
hop. 
hop 
:)ak 

•ard 
17, 

lied 
1all 
:h. 

to 
his 
the 
on. 

BUILD YOUR COMMUNITY 

BY JOINING YOUR 

CHAMBER OF COMME~CE 

Marines at Camp 

"It the contractor qoea not make 
g·ood on defects which are his 
responsibility, the GltY bas a 
year to collect on the ~ ~ 
makJJ14f t~e repairs ourselves," 

Earnings Soar· 
Mr. Burdick said, "We thJnk It ZoominJ protits on the treilbt 
wUl be wjae to let the Job set eervice of Portland Tranait Com• 
through the winter to eee wheth- pany 11nd .table pNHn,nr reve- . 

nue. _enable<l tho Company and.---·­
Jta o.peratinr subsidiary, Port-Trolley C~ F~CJhf 

Won' ln Court· · · 
• • 

BciHie Ce»sti~ing 

land Traction~ ... to· Iftl)Ol't earn-
1iiifi'7orihe" lliit •tx month.l q( 
191!1! more than .10 Utne• wru.t 
they were for the comparaple 
period of 1954. 

In -an anwncement. ttit& week, 
PTC repOrted , COD40lldated • net 

On Monday last the scene ot Jncome o! $240,40$ tor the 1st 
combat shifted from Clackamas six months of this year, contrut.. 
County to Salem In the. long bat~ ed with Ol)}y .. 4201-i-tl tor the 
tle between tho commuters and same period Ian year. After par,­
the Portland Traction Co. ·over ~ent of preferred · ·c1ividentW. 
the etfort to abandon passenger therefore, the company Is payitl& 
service on the Oregon City-Port- 67 cents per share o~ commdn 
land line. Attorney John Shel- .stock, in place ' ot a deflcit of 5 
dal\J, counsel tor Tran.lt-8avers, ·cenu-a-sbare last year. 
.sat in at the court of Jud.re Val Freight traffic roce .. trom 7,868 
Sloper jn the matter of the In- ~arloads In the firn half o! 1911-l 
junction sought,...b)r the Portland 'to 9,983 tbi~',.year. All revenues 
Traction Co. and the S.outhern. the ~ompany produced 81'05$ 
Pacific agaln~t the PublJc Utility income of $3,446,49'1 this year't 
Commissioner to restrain, ~ tfrst half, as agalJllt $.3,373,918 
PUC from lntervenlni In the ef- .a year ago. 
forts ot the two utilities to aban- This announeefuent comet while 
don service In· southern Oregon PTC Is trylnf to abandon ~· 
<in the SP ca.e) and In Cla.cka- ter service on the Oreeon City­
mas County, where- the PTC Be1lrose trolley line on a plea of 
see!U to r educe it8 achedul~- by t<l9-heavy locses. 
one-third. · . 

The 'Court denied the requeat 
for a temporary l'eltra111lni or- BLACK: OOC1CER STRAY.I 
der against the Comml.uloner. Pau...t , .. •'-• ...... _.~ • -
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Great Fun on the Ice 

CAMERA SHY? No, we think not, A piece of card board on the 
the ice can almost upset even a veteran skater like Dan Birke­
meier and a fast swing of his arm put his face behind his hand. 
The wind was blowing a gale late Monday when Mr. Birkemeie.-, 
who fo.- more than a half century has been the first skate.- on 
Kellog Lake, was seen t.-ylng the ice on the uppe.- lake nea.- the 
scene of his bi.-th. As a young man, we a.-e told, the adventui"Some 
lad, would try out the ice while his companions waited on the 
lake shore. Thill nlcturf! w:o .. t:okP-n frn,., th• <in,.., ... •hA u~""~-
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~KRONBER6S~Fil~IJIT IN . NEW 
liD .EOR . Kfl[OGG~.[AKE BOTTOM. 
~ · Suit \Yrl~ fikd this \H'('k in th<' circuit court at Ore-~ l , . . . 

gon Cit:-.· by H. A. LC'(' an~ i\iarjol'ie H. KronbL'I'g agains.t, lady Of Steven P.h.lll.lps Found· 
• Judg0 Ed Latouh:>tt.\ nnd county 'C'omn)·i~siq_nt'rs Darr~t'-;" . ' 

Jon<'s .al1(1 Stem ~ly,, claiming tha( tlw ·plaintiff'~ haw
1f . . 1 S • C d-. -

1 
d Jh-- d 

.. titlE' to. tht' land ttn<hji·neath tylilwat~kh,'s Kellogg Lrtke,. 1nera1 ervtce on UC e UfS d 
Ol' at }('ast a substantial part of it. · , . . · , f 

Cla<"kamas Cotmtv's Otlt> to tlw Jak<> hot tom has bN>n Qoun:~' jxrtrC"C'·nfftt't'rs-and Os\\:ego ~csday, ,\pnl :.!:.!. ,\ ''''''" 
'1 j" j' h : K h • h · I · tlOIIi•t• ,,.1•1 • ., t"lll<~i ·1nto ·•t·t ·10n Mon .• ~>t'HI'l'11 v.as marlt• hy t·ountv. '·lin< €'r 1re · rom t E' ·ron er(Ys w o opt'ratt' ·1ettvc y m · ··w · • ' " · · . ·. . · · 

' . ::. ' ' ' rl~ · t · t · ring and local puht'C' offlt'<'n- ;md ' 
' r·c•nl ('~tate devC'IOpment IUld pro ' • ('\'('OIIlg 0 aSSlS m 1'('('()\'C tN•rs or llit• Oak (";t'l\'(' an•a. I 

motion. :mel who daim to ha\'<' side lanc!ownct·~ who ah'C':ltly h:l\'c t thE> hqc!;y of li11lc St<'V<'n Wf'ston bloo<ihounds hnH(l'ht w th•· . 

..tifl•.crt.. l![l oiiiirl;tim deeds tmro:.Cl:ciD:'"l1Uc to the mwdie oi~Ups;::ntt~r-- oMC"Oiik =<~7tmlmru· 'JlliOo the ri\'o'l' h" 
hrirs of ihc> uFi~i1iifT:Ot \\'l!Tkom(). Lakt>, b~t llw~· now daim tttl<' alsoiR<f,;,·hn'clrownt'd TU<"sclay, April 22, ,~·us assunwd that hC' had sl 

~ 1-){)~-hffl<l CJ;1im. ·i'Jw l\mn- frotll th<" t'<'ntPt' acmss !O th<' nol'th in . th:- \\'tllatn<'tt<' Rl\'t'r nC'ar his . into thi• r.i\'l'r. _Dr:1g~mg tlpt·r;t 
." ly';;- \'l;im 'TC'sts-;-n1 - tt•ns1 irrp:m;-l~clc.u: .... liu!). Tlw ."mnb't•rg lanii -bam<":' Ml_liP 'st'<'KUig . to ll(' n ~\\'t'-~m'ftmdc~r ~ny lb)T~·· 
- - ~ •. - . . ·-:-"" at'IJ~IIltflg-Mrl:xltlg"lahn llh cl. -tm~ l'lti.tlln:; oil ~I rum floating in .. Stt \ < n. n~1 on.l) <In lei, '~·'" 
.....Qn . tax dC'l!~ucnucs. _wJuc:h.. rc: ulremly b(<(ln llllt'd to lhc <'(•nti'rlh~> .;w"lll'n ri\·<'r. . ! ~1:ry 11:· 19.~\."-Ill ~·~t:.t<k . He.• 

m;urwo unpatd fur .S<'\'t•r;tl ht'n<'l'· of th<> ·LakC' with ro<·k wa~iP from~ JJtluknllfil..'d 111;rw,·mm:Ldi!"'<>"Ql'<'<i ll\'l'd mth Ius parl'nts m Qak l 
' :11to.ns.. • ~~_tllc .ill.kc-l.ms.:nc..n:l>¥ g1m·c.•l Of~+io~. -WlWn U.w.--.fuc P,;dy-U.xnil1~11\ l1ii' \ntlt•t·- an<t for .f~~lr .Yt"'H'S7' --

<'1'1 atl' 1 whC'n tlw grisi mill was 10. fill appr-o<t<"hc.'<l th<• c·t•nt~·~· or thc'. <'HIIM 101• :tssistant'l'. \ 'on (', J<~nsen 1 Final 11h's \Wl'l' hdtl Thut• 
<:talkd t•n Kl'l1o"'• Cr t•c.•k nPal'1v Ltkl' tht'C'l' ):<'ars ag-o. lake . .;idt• ph~·t•tl lht• <·;til lv tlw ·sheriff's offin• i JUlw \ . o1t 1~ :t .m . .' in Hi\,., 

00 • .,,, . ' · t'C'sidpnts prot<'StPo· vigorously nn<l "'i\~n· · lh" l'<''w'rt Di'J>Uiv \'(•rn C't.•m<'tt'l'Y l'hilll('1 wtth He•,· .• 1; 
I Vt"trs ·1go ' • · · ., "' ' "~ · · 'h' 1 13 · 1 · P I I · ·· ' · ' · . . th<> opcration halted,. . i While.• was drs:>atC'h<'d to the.• sf'cnl' W 1teom > mug lC'I'. nrt ant . 
Kl'Onh:·r~s ."~'<' on<' of the ~outh- ' ThC' pr<'SE:'nt KI'Onbcrg- daim is and ,,·ith thco assistnnc·c of Jensen : <"iating. Pc.•akE.' Memorial ('1 

·--- . · . that lh<'y han• l"dc.•a1· t ill(' fmm ;md Hkharcl Knight, who offeN.od was in d~rge ot nrl'tlngPmcmt~ 

C t • 1 r_h• f l\Jatiison SJrt•<:t. nprth of the mil· the u~· of tu~~-mi " f('C()\'f'reo th<' ...: ,,_ .• 

I e~1 ennla \; te . . tl'CStl(', southwaJ'<.l ~tnd ca.<;t- ; txxtv :l()O (('(•\ north. of thp ('enter Portlan'd Gravel 
. · , · ' wm'd to what would be n projection i pic>r of tlw Soullwrn Paci(ic Rail-

chambhf Spea· ker 21s~ Stret>t, or approximatl'ly (~) road br idg<' . 
.:; th~> GriHith pro{X>rty 4tk!? Road. 

. - -:- · tU Qlc dl.lck \ \'ben the> 
I . Anthm~·~Lmdtmthale t', C'tf111l'nUln f1$s«f'M -oD and iisS'lsted White arid/ -
; of the On•;•o:1 Ccnt<"nnial Commis-~kie this week thnt he would firm1.Y1the \'olunt<'Crs in gC'tting the body MJJw L• Mafr• 
sion nnrt I ~. k<·i' lumb('l'l)llln, will lx· op~sc: .the E:'ffot·ts of the realtors/ ushcm•. aUale ~ 

' th(• gul:'~t Fpc•nk<'r .at thP l'('g'Ul/11' cla1m t lf l('. ThC' n.ssumption of nll .Dt'pu(v <'(ll'ont'r Don Kjos nnivro 
tnPPting · . thC' :-.i!'rth CluC"knmas partiE's -is that th~ Kronbergs. if nt th<• S<"<'n<• at 9 p.m. and took l Portland Orav~>l Compan~·. 
Count> < · .•U<'l' of ~·ommca:.c at able to SUJlllQtl 1heic .. dnlm, ...\\·uuk~h{lrgcrnf·tht> rc•nrains.--- ----f\,·uukie, was- facNl with- It $:.!.'> 
ryoon \.VI 'I :day, Jun(' 11 at K<•n- ' prO<'<>Cd: to fill the ~ .• ak<' and de· / ·Mr. ~md Mrs. Gt'Org<:' Phillips) iaw~;uit in Clacl<amas County 
dall Comr '·~ity !loll. lvc•lopco ll ns r<'n \ <'StH(<'. pnrcnts of th1• lag, \\'C'I'<:' <'ltllcd to cuit COI.\1'1 loiJowtnli: u <'(10\IJ 

•Mr. Hru 11
1 •nth;tle>r. }\'ho wns on<• · p PNtke> Mcmoriul Charwl, whcr<' tht'y filro by tlw Portlund Jnw fh·r 

o~ lht' OJ'JI;d,l:tl organizt• l·s .nr tl~(o l.f-1 · k . . O j iclentifit><l. !h<'h' mlsslng son. j Krnusco. Lindsay nnd Kt•nnt'<l) 
( Pn(l•nm;d ( ('!Phl'alton PI'O.JCd, IS ~ ac amas 56% I Lilt!(' .StPV('n, who woulo hnvf' b<•hfllf of Jonn Wugl'nknN'ht, 
C''Jl('r·h·d to tll~c·u .... s plan'4 fot· th1• J l)(•l 'll six yC'nrs old mqth<'rs' day, s:-J::. Sl•c·oncl Stt'<'<'t, Milw;n 
J·:'P'>~lll•m w1c1 ln1Pma11on;1l T1·a.<ll' p • v . \\':ts r<' I><>rt('(l mJ:-;~;ing to stall• poll<'~' 

1
tJinintlff. 

htil' whwh . \•:JIJ he• li).co fiJI'i~ yornt rlmary .ofe . ---· .. J MI'S. Wagenknt'C'hl usks 
fill' ('r·nlc lliHHl swtl\'lty·ln l!l.>!l. 11nd f• I RJ f $150,000 g<'n<'t"al dnmttli:('!l; $HX 
to <h-· ' II ""' till' W<l!oS 10 whwh. ('(11'11· I A H .. h t . k ' lftq ,. or . pun\tiv(.' dnr'naacs; $855.~ "PE 
rnun!t lr•t; nlllY I'N ip fhl' ll1:1'<1m1Jm mong 1g es . dum Ui<'S piUR <'081$ And disuu 
1
)('nl'f11 fi1)Jl lt'hr• C!•nll:nllilll ohsl'r- Mrs. LoHie Taylor mcnts. MJ'R. Wa&t'nkn~hl dm 
1-'utrun. Courtty Cl<'rk J3ob -SchumachPr, • th<' (p'11V<.'I company wtth O(>('I'H 

, through ht~ dc•ptJIY rrnhl"ls1',mz<'r.1$el For Saturday thch· businC1ls I"K'ur h.;a· hom" 

F ' this wN•k l'l'len11Ni th<- offklttf PXact . such u mnnn<'r t\B to rnuS(> arewells Said fotul.nnd perc·cntugt•s or Vlltifli m J\1~. Lolli<• Taylor, 77, widow of mrnt~tl und ph.yskul illnf'!JfC, G!'l 
I the Mny 16 Prlmlll}'~~ • • .. 1Jlli: Jatc.., · Jl!Clm Ql>Cl'UUL UCL\l' tle..t.Jlt®£ 

Cf'"'B'~ ... t. . ---,--:: h~ t wr oT afl Cluckruntul County Nll:• of \1ifwouki(l fot' ;n )lelll'li. dll.'d she tw.yR 110<1 the hOI~· and dual 
~ nO ary wn( IA(CI'(>d VOICI"II took Pilrt, ntakln& u, 'l'hu~J~ moa-nlna in .Rt"(lwood I dirt nrc Q nulaa~ to JWI&hbor 

high If Mt hlghM~t nrnllng lhl' NuJ 11lna homl'. Shr hud 11uNer'<'d nl tlw ll l't.'ft whkh form<'r~ WtOI pu 
MIIWilUkil• «ofurlltn!l and liwll• ~tt•'11 :J{l «'O'llnth•l'l. ThC' llflltt• 11\'1'1' struk1• ~o•t·inuv un<i hnrl not t•r>t.mlnl'lt · ~llfc!Pnthtl. 
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IJ I -y w~ 1 c flil 'I' 'Iii u & UII.W ':n.n;:r::J' ~p• • - V - -. 
~ Ore,C)onl'dH'\ 

0 II . 
'XrUogg. Uk: . 1n 'Uihll';~,okie:. 0

-. 
. a· onetime mn~pand ar~ngsMe . 
Mcl&Jugh~•n B l·vd L I is be..ing 
draine<l prepa ratarj' to clean­
ing i or: debri .. accumulated r ~1 over ttl 1f ~ [ s h1te it ~to red o 
wat~er ~ r·or an e ar~ .. ~f day nour D w.at 
mUI. . ,D :,._. 

o~mer, (1 r ,11 e lake 8 nft ol her I ~F~ 
Milwaukia.n plan to beautify ..J: 

. lh~ half· m~]e long ~oke, 1tock 
it witih poDld fiSh amd make it 
a rec1e atoona.~ spot fl 
· 11\e Lake was ~clieated by D 
dainm~ng IKeUogg creek ta I 
form a millpond •for Ute· old.~ ~ 
Sf,;andafid Flour Co~ . mUt nne n1. 
ol the enter,pr aes of LOt Whil· · 
oomb~ ., 

Wbttcomhi,. 'Jalo,wn ~. Oregon 
history u l.he buildl!r n[ Uie 
fir 1 t suu~msh•p in Oregon;· 
milled gre in t the old m iU 
mw nour ror .ule at oon l:17la D 
priees ~o m~ners in the dliJRin,ss 0· 
i.n Ctl U ~:t;nill: • . :.. . . ' ......-

• • ~ • - • J II 

Od:- 2- {C\tQq 



WS PAGE 58

• UdH.Itl ('ltlll~ Us thf' dim:t 
f opposition to thf' c~. 
'f"'sman Nmi>lad had last 
Kiit'utNl his oppositJon ·to 

Area 1"' 
tg tE'ndffi<'Y ol the- Post · 
:il"partmE>nt to want to A 'I'OKJi~N Oft' APPitEClATION wn" -p~dt'd to Bill McC...-.dy., 

dl~atrirt Uov('mor ol Rohu·y lntt•matlonal bl' past pr'fWid('nt l}arMy "Wf'k'Oill~" ~ 
UUlY ~uburban oftiC(>S 

1
M(•(.:taln tor his lntt'rPHt In th..- 1\tllwaukl~(\ ~l(>r l'hr Kflt, a r«•t of ffi to ~ lndw 

~ or Pot--tland. .. H<' •ttc TooiM, \VU prt...wnhad at ·a n'('E'Ot IO("(•flna Of MUwaukJ~ Rotary 
"would ~ n move In at whi<'h MtoCrea.dy wa_N the.~ gu.-st 8llt".Pkt.•r!.· · -- amus County a 

direction... . , ifll: Wednesday 

~ fnmehi~t'S at't' oft;>n ot"om-'--r~-tn-Kellogn Lake··~m~ C.:Uum ... • ( 
C'laC'~mas coonty firtns ~ I I • . .. ... t' I ·- . . ':I . •I Pl't'Sidt•lll Pt· 

tf ~E'•r · Porthmd K.d· G · · · - · tprC'sentntJon t< 

~ .:;::;,~~~~ ,:::;.:, '"""una, I s. ulls And Lakers Busy : ~:~-~~~!~~~ 
· . ..att.• la~l W('('k, nftet· month.'> of smalkr fingt~rlings of <'l'Ol>Pit's. bass. ~ > till( . 

0·• 
.atdnut'd on Pace Foer) 1 1 - . . . · : &~ t 1 c 
• 

15 
,.. • 

1 
planning, skin-diver Tom IInvf'lhurst hluC'gills. catfish· and enrp.. Ji'rC'Sh·; Co., Jucuzz.t Br 

;1. ~el jun-plugg-<'ci' tht" · olcl ronduit l)y th!--\vat<'r dams as hig as n 1111m·8 !and Cold St01 
/isl1'-lnrl~<>r at ·the outlP.t of Milwau- ~·hand wt>rc plentiful on. ~;th shon'!·J Irwin Adam~ 

r ·se·wer. 
e -·Vote 

.. jkie's Kellogg Lalm. Sy f\arly this · 'ls th.('~t<'l' 1-'{'('<'~Nt ·.T~u~. _.:.k!~l~ ~~ation~GON , 
1\\'t'Pk t}1<> ·Lake had bc€'n almost (C'~tlnuf'd on t•agt• 1\vo) Slum. gNl<'t'al 
1 emtJti<..'tl of watel', with only a pool "Bllwpnnts h 

!'Nt <WlO::-;s part of thf' P.'XpnnS(' just SweetJand Hew· ~run\ in tht• 
I 3lJOv<' th(' raih·oad t l't'~:tlt•. ' • " in<'t'('<to.:f'<i rn£> 
I 
' - As al\\'ays, ·tnC>- uneanny fc'l(•gmplli of $10.000 in • 

rthat Milwaukit•'s. 3-mill' tax ~~·stem of 1~(> se-agulls WOI'~<'d on , Pubt:~sbers :WPll in si&rht.' 
1d off th(' sewage dis'r}OS: Ul<'. At4 the rock and stlt bot-' . m .. ~"'"l~tundH. llCitl' ~ 
autlfot·iz(•d 10 ymrs ago tho: tom \w.u; <"~posed. from Md..Oughlin '· . .. · · _ · i10111ng.- · 

. · 1 to oatftt•ld Road. th<" &,.u~movro in. Unt•f Chat·rman I R<>b<"l't Fran 
mncll Monday proposed lto 1 As fish nnd clams atJd crawrlarls 

1 I imp011ant ill(·ft; 

pie- that the ta~ · be rontinlli:'d I were• ~tr:mderl, th{~. gulls thoroughly I . . . . I thp Cham~r. 
n<"xt 20 yf'nrs to finarwe th<" N1joy(•d theit' S<.'aw•ng<'l' job. Jn thf• Or<"gon pubhsh<"rs and f'<htot'S of of guc•sts and I 

;ew~rs. ~nlnrging the treat- shallow \\~ters of sprawling K<>Ilugg daily and wf'<.'kly newspapers m('t I m<>mtx>rship N 
lant, and a<'QUire new fil'C' Ct'E"t•k, whH"h l'Uns throu~h~~e !..ltk<'. _lust week-end at Timlwrlin<> Lodgt> the intt'Odu<:'tior 
This pr'Oposal, the C'ity fa- p he ducks gorgC'd themselvN> OM fh<' for their annual SCIR.'>ion on editot1al ' -------
!('(}mrnendtld. would not re- . problt>ms. ChHil'man Wc•slr-y Sullivan ! Cia k 
ny tax tner~S(' . and ,would Honors . Possible ·.' of ~~·(' Ort•got~ St~tc'.-nlan. (SalC'm) I c Gl1 
tor ,nec~R~l ry f'Xpan~ion of Pt'<'SJd<'d. I LegJ lat 

's scrv1<'~. ;f Mil k• J·;IC'<'t<'d Chaii'Tl'lan for th<> n£>xt S 
JtaJ bond iSSll(' whlrh th<'S<' or wau •• ~'('ilr was Monl'O(' SW<'dland ~ pub-

• ' 1 Cht(•knmns C 
.-ould pay orr would totnl IIIIV(.' you ('\l('t' dCSII'('(I to attnm hsh<'t' of thC' Mllwnukl~ R ... , .... w •. . \ ' . 

M~tin.tc>nanC'P. of pf('s.•nt th<' htl,~t honor in thC' world?. Anv· wrth B.ouf'rf Chanfil('t', publishct' or (' l\ <'<i word tt 
~ iMUrnnc<- mtf• is u mnjor hE-althy lndlviclunl <';In qualify an~l tlu• · B1'fld Bull.-tln, <'k'<'tf\d Vl<'<'· j J>l'()\ al o( no 
n th(l propofta l . f'Ottncilm<>n it only tak<'o.: H (('W mmuh's of'yout· dta1rn11m with uutornntk SU('<.'t'Hsinn ~C'holiU'8hlp "' 

. . tim«•. · to suc·<~<'<'<J Swt-.•tland al( thl" 1900-61 Kllh:--tantbtl tulll 

nl"''n 'if!CVI'f'f4 would b€• mudr Suvlng n hfl' Rt:mds as llw hi"h chmt'mHn. • gun Stnt~ roll( 
eneift~r... httv(' acivi~ flw t~t hoOOI' J<.Nf'l)' tmw yoll J,:l\'(' \\'.tl ft Jl d RN'd hf Ill(> or.~gcm Tht>'if" llWIH'd~ 
thnn it would .f>fJ to rm>fi.lJI hlooo you huv .. cuntt•thtrh'tl to on<' .rour•ml '''011 thf• <'OnlJI\'fiflnn for thc. ltl'rm-. of Hlt' S 

wcrs ""ll4'ruJJy throu~hout of ttw flflMt W(•tro..r('lt po~unblf', nnd out~tnn<tlng "nttnf.t tn tl\(• t1rld nf atnt" til'holarsJ 
w1th f'l1 p:u·tty to tn~ C'a na 1t ()(.H'"Ioln ' t tttk(• n llf'\\'!il·mnkmloi ( \ 'l't 11 l.m·, whit.'h c·unrt 's n '-100 nw:u'tl , IIJlJH'O\'t"ti hy th 

mti.ul nncl lrvluMtrial cxpan· for >'')\J tu twlr1 Hft\'(' It llfc• from tlw Ck<•Jlon H i ll' A-.soc'lntitm Rt•pl'fl~ntlltl\ 
~ rv~ fir f' r'<tUJJ>mf!nt hu~.1 Th•• ltf-d l'fn~ bi,,.Jfimobllt' \\ 111 Tlw )« 'HSIUn~> Wf'tt• lwld Vr~day 1 n:mwd I )Nth) 
d•• UI1Jf'ntly nt 'C"('fH~If'Y Whf•n tJif" in Mll\\ullklc• Wtotltu · ~lty, ~~~· lllld Saturtll\) or ! I t'll \\'('(lk , GPnt·htll1 ~l'ttliu:tte of M( 
"ttl Jtirt> T>u•tr·tl'l ntt·f'nii.Y ,:iO tn•m :1 to 1 p m at fht• MMonk wr~14 i'l1cw•n r,;,. nNct )'{'ar'• "··~tot .,OSC thl fnll . 
,., lt~U fmm ttk· ('tty N(•w Tempi''· ·nw Ot•c )..'on Nt•WJII~'J~r· l'uh1J. r·• ~hntnr M nt 
VmJC nnd hfltu\ y lnrlfl!;tdJ•I , Blood '" 11 1,, , , .,..~ nt"('<irrl . ~~ nwkt• APII'j(,d,•tlm/nrt;runjlt 'fl Jl\(• llf\f1ttat l Jo''mnk Ott , .fr., 
rwHt tmv l' ntntln t•nln 1'2''· yrJUr fi(I{J1rttmt'nt NOW! 1 Mltorlnl cull! tww r•,mfm¥n,,.., . I nn of Mt rtnd 
._~ _ ...... -. -..... ...i t --........- I -.1--.• ~ .;;o .,.. \.... .. • ' I t.4f~ __...,... 
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.2~- MIL~AUKIE REVI~, Thursday, S•P!· ~~!_~~~9 __ 1Grand Openl1 
· ·~;CINnup ·. I Mustcmg Game ·11At tu~O ~~ 

· . (~ed hat ._) .. (OOtlH~ on P•c•• 1\\>'0) . Grand orx•ning of u 
~ omt"rif12' Q"rettt ooll«tions ·of iORlY moral VJCtory over the J(."8\1Jt . . _ • 

- - - · 'Crusaders last Frtday. looing 12 to ..;elf · Auw ~·1cc..• 8ll 
em.,~ from u nder !he roclts. . lc · - :~dw<:iuil'(i i.,r Sat~' 

Not since 1924-::5 years aao-bas! ·Tl ,..,, 1 • . • ... 0,:·' !:;.tJ.sc:··· ... r I~;.; /uJto ; 
• · ·I .. ae \.4\ ~ a,mv~' seored Jli .. "' • 

the lake been emptie-d. The rcsi- . p.m:. . 
second t•l!i'! t•-·I· \ lf1t a ~·w<ttful ·1fl , 

' t ~ :.a.., • I f l I I~ 1. o{"l(. ~ 6 •- I'"' 1 • ~--ts n.'l ....... to worK f<lC:'t to eu up · . . . · . . r. .J.A ...... ,.,. • • v. ·-ua.r ~· t • ... ...- ~a .............. _ 1.--.+ , •• , ... ., \••ln•60\ u f,,,, ,,·nrc· 
• • - • "ftt\t ""'t'"'•""" .. ""'' II#_, ••••• ···~-•••\ • • 't\, . .,. t'c ' l'fl fJ n1 1 • h ha • • " · l'J'I:'a 1 J;t •• , ... ~ • '· 

_old l og..:; and stump:-; w uc -.:c: <:h~ated by_ Ul<· dnck. ~ ;n -Ch,~slf-Hl:P , Baseh 1~ 
J'eSfed . on· Ule 00\trim, tO dean Up B,"'fh ro•s {';!" Je:-utt \\.'(~!'(' Unt•(U'f} • '\ .I"'U,l' U>J"\..'}.I'fl U~, 1 : .. . ,£~ ...... l ''"' i' ... ". !ll 

thE- dc\lris_ of a c~ntucy in the !orm t.'<t, one- bein_g made off a bad cen- , tools and the shop sp-

~t bottles. metal, aDd ·all sorts oL · free iru:lrU<:>tion and f.. 

flotsa.nt wbJch a~ now ~- automohile o\\o~n; ' 
Some attas are dttply layered with SaVQ money on their 
$ilt which it is ~1 n-.ay be rt.- · a"" 1 · ........... -- · ~vera openmg ~ 
duced by the .tan freshets. grect c::ztom~r<; So.tur: 
Sept~ \\"a$ chosen fui'_ the receiVP candy, th(• 

emptying or the Lake, after consul· 1will be: given camat)( 
tation with the Gam" Commission. t coffee and dougtmuts 
so that the Lake may be !Hied again t vcd to all \isitors . 
in late Oct'Ober .in tune for tfle Fall { · 
runs of St.eelhead. silvel' aalrnorl a11d Kl .d t 
cutthroat trout wbleh ~ up from n ergar ~!' 
draining will reduce the over:popu-· 
J.ation of ~-which has IP'Own too 
pientt.tul~ W.Wamette River · floods , · 

u.-~~ll..!... l.AJther Chttr 
process c! orgari.i.ztng 

I klndt:oly.lrterr n.s ~.- cor 
vkc- bt-ginning on Oct 

l Clar-Cl's wiJI lx> held a· 
I at &Sth and King Rc 
I and Thursday morn!~ 

·· .wblclt for. a oerttuty Nive iiaen up. 
to the ~ level and have brought 
In scrap fish (carp) annually, are 
~ ~ redu~ ~ow thcl 

· .!Aire lc\tl by the up.riv~r dal'J4o;. l 
• 8pon10n ·ot th<> opcrat~on ar(> urg- 1 
! ~ 1ne publlc·~pJritea clttrens to as:;lst I 

David Roakc as Jnstn. 

The kind<'rgm1.en wil 
children four and tiv<> 

1a. cost of $.1 pt'r month. 
I cslE:'d In rt.'gistet1ng tl • "' ,. ~.f.be. cJtan..up of the L-.M so 

; ' ~'ibe a more pleuant and I>Muti!uJ . ' ~ ·- • u._ ~mJna. boating. , 
• fllhitw and rec-rootionl\1 uscs. KeJ-
.. kW La~. lJke Lake Os\YQ¥0, ls an ., 

• 

artffJcial Jnk(t but it fB now mort' 
than 100 years old.~ Murh ot thf' 
bottm1 of the ~ la public prop­
erty, but the' land Utl~ ztlt)n& the-
~th lhore run to mid·lnkt'. 

<t - 4 0 

rott -

t
are ask<.'d. to <'all Mrs 

1 
.. ~ immc.'dmt~ly. _ 

t with ~nVt'J1nn at the> F 

I Millr. saki · "Ir 11 bP 

... anyth~"S rnn happ 
I g\,lt- enm<' ·' 

I Be!\v('rfon hus " 
~~:<fW\d thltn th<' < :Jaduu 

C'hnn('r~ :tT'f•, th,, rw~ 
f('nd elf n " <'t't · <'h.nrg 
.J<'frn'k 11trh· ofr{'m(' , 
lv. nn unhnlftnr>M elntl 
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The Honorable Mark o. Hatfield 
Govemor of Oregon 
Sal ell 

My dear Govemor: 

2136 ~. E. Lake Road 
MilwaukieL Orego~ 
December ~2, 1965 

Recentl7 70u spoke to the Rot.ary Club of Portland at 'the Benson Hotel 
relating to t.he consena1iion of Oregon's natural beauty and resources~ 
the prevention of pollution of our rivers, streams snd lakes, and the 
preserva1iion of our wat.er supply. 

It becomes fitting anc we feel moved to call to the attention of all 
concerned in our State Department o£ the willful pollution, abuse ~nd 
destruction of Kellog Lake w"'ithin the city limits o£ Milwaukie. 

In 'the .first place, a certain p~rty for pe::somU. ge.ins and purposes 
secured quick claim deeds to delinquent tax lots, long off the tax rolls1 
and under the surface water of Kellog Lake (Which was poasiQl.y not legal, 
see ORS 27h420 and Ollli 274040). 'l'h.ese deeds were signed not by heirs of 
the long deceased original o· ... !ners, b1.t br the :remoVEd descellflan1is (this 
is also questioned as to l~gal own~rsnip]. · 

Further, as recorded at the Court House in Oregon City, "37-173 J.tes 6.1~ 
David Robertson Bern~rd Quant" Description of property - deed follows). 
"Then provided that none ~f the property above described shall be used to 
erect or maintain on same a slaughter house, tannery, pullery o1· other use 
that would render the adjoinine propr.rty less desirable or valuable. Should 
the above described property, or any of it, be used fol' any of the above 
purposes this deed to be null and void and the land above described to revert 
to the grantor herein together with the tenemP.nt.s, hereditaments, and 
appurtenants th~reto belonging or in anywise appertaining, and also all of 
my estate, right of title and interest at law and equity therein and thereto 
including dower and right of dower. I h::! ve anr't to hold the same to the said 
Bemhard Qt;ant, his hej,.rs and assigns forever.u Warranty; etc. March 7, 1890 
by Hannah B. RobP.rtson. 

The recent purchaser then qni~tly proceeded to fill t.he Kellog Lake along 
the McLaughlin Highway h~th gross-si7.ed gravel, and asserled when he was 
challenged b,y local residents that he pl~nned only on extending thA ~~ter 
frontage of t~ land i nto thP. Lake, then to apply to the City £or rezoning 
in order to sel~ the filled area for commercial sites. 

Local residents protested to t he City a.ne County authorities with no avail 
until they have now grown weary and discouraged. For the past aeveral 7ears 
Kellog Lake has been a public dump for old stumps, old stoves, kitchen sinks1 
old toilets, tin cans, beer bottles, ann even some garbage and debris, as 
well as old building lumber, plaster and wallboard. Some of the waste floats 
down the Lake with the current and cloes up thP. fish l.adder to the ovorfl.ow 
into the Willamette River. 

-1-
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The Honorable l.fark 0. Hatfield 
DecerAber 22, 1965 
-2-

A few days ago a picture appeared in the local 1-lilwaulcie paper showing 
the unsightly mess on th~ Lako shore J consequently, the owner then posted 
a new s1.gn stating, "Only dumping by permission of the owner". 

At the pres~nt time there is a great pile of debris near the Southern 
Pacific Ra.:.lway tressel that is as obnoxious as a dirty pig pen. The 
d\Uill)ing to this date stUl persists there, however, lately the other area 
ls being filled with dirt since the paper published the picture. 

During the past SWIIIJAr of 1965 children have been swimming 1n the Lake as 
well as hnving picnics on the site of the cra~l dump. Thase are local 
children, of cout"se, who have no park in the city limits of MU.waukie. 
There are also numerous pleasu1~e boats at times on the Lake. 1-laey varieties 
of water fowl are on the lake, and some are migratory. Thi.B may be lost it 
all this dumping in the Lake continues in t .he future as it has in the past, 
and this is tragic. 

1~ trust an investigation will be made and sinceraly hope the Stat.e Department, 
who by Oregon larTS are really the legitimate owners of Kellog Lake, w1ll see 
that this procedure caases and that restrictions are imposed on the use of 
the property so that Kellog Lake and its beauty can be retained and improved. 

RespectfUlly yours, 

Albert N. Combs 

ANCtht 



WS PAGE 62

MARK 0 . HATFIELD 

G OVIEIUtOJt 

Mr. Albert N. Combs 
2136 s. E. Lake Road 
Milwaukie, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Combs: 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

STATE CAPITOL 

SALEM 973\0 

December 29, 1965 

It is indeed unfortunate that property owners in the Kellog 
Lake area of Milwaukie have been forced to suffer because· 
of the apparent thoughtlessness of others. 

While it would seem the problems you have outlined might 
easily be solved by city officials, I am directing a · copy 
of your letter to the State Land Board and State· Sanitary 
Authority with the request that the matter of lake bed 
ownership be determined and that an investigation be ini­
tiated to ascertain whether state pollution control laws 
have been violated. 

The matter of eliminating community blight and ugliness 
must be the concern of government officials at every level, 
as well as that of individual citizens, and I am grateful 
to you for bringing the Kellog Lake situation to my atten­
tion. As soon· as · additional · information is available, I 
will be writi~g you further on the subject. 

MOH:ci. 

cc: Mr. Dale Mallicoat 
Mr. Kenneth Spies 

Sincerely, 

Governor 
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·· Clackamas ~Count~/s ·only Independent Newspaper. 

By LOREN MITCHELL . 
A group of concerned citi:t.ens 

met Monday night in Milwaukie 
Cit)' tiaU to discuss p1ans which 
would save Kellogg Lake from the 
bulldozers. · · - -

Some 85 Kellogg Lake Friends 
said they mus~ organize to prevent 

U-MARKET, PENNEY 
. ~ . 
·ADVERTISE TODAY 

The New Review this week 
. scored more gains in one of thtt 

cted most phenomenal growth cycles of 
any weekly newspaper anywhere. 

1t to Joining the newspaper's ranks· 
Mr. of maJor advertisers thiS week are 
1e1p the U, Ma.rket foo4 ·store o"{. 

. Clackamas on"Page All ana J.C. 

the 14-acre lake from being 
eup"Ounded by commercial arid 
residential development. 
She man-made lake is believed 

to have been buUt more than loo 
years ago by a man who used the 
Water to power a grist mill. The 
~ ~as located near the concrete 

Milwaukie, Oregon 

dam, -just west of McLoughlin 
Boulevard. 

The concept of preservjng 
Kellogg Lake for public use is not 
new. Milwaukie citiznes expressed 
crHcern for the-preserv11tion ·or the 
lake as long as 40 years ago. but 
the citr: lacked the funds to 

P.enney's Otegon City Shc)pp,inl!:;: 
Center store on Bl2. 

. · ·~·w~ h~art:Hy--weleome -the,se.-:::=; 
---- major - alivertisers - ahd t readers to shnp the paii"ll of 

Nevi Review for the best bluValns 
- m the North Cl.ackam.- <anNt, '! 
tems .~d Gener81 Manager Ohuck­
sday Pritchard. 

m of 
81p8 

by· 
oto 
8. 

s 

r 
l';lghty-eight reeldente of Oak 

Lodge l?J;esented a petition to the 
Olackanlas County Planning CO. 
mission Friday soaking to reveree 
a zone change deciSion made 
earlier this month . 

. Tlie COfltf'{)veriltil iU'e8 l8 tJlf the 
west e£de ol Bergluunmer ko..d 

· near the interseetlqn of ·Roet.he 

ded 
rrla 
rnd 
mg 
her 
om 

Road {n Jennings L<xige. 
Nancy L. Farrell sought to h.!tve 

ai76, 698·square·foot area •rezoneg 
fro~ single-family residential to 
multi-family residential tQ accom· 
ml>date some 21 unfts. 

Quinton R. Gale, Oak Lodge 

THReATeNED-KBJIOQQ Lake /n M))waukle looks quiet, and clvlc 
organization tlopss to I<~P a~velopera aw{ly from nl8torlaal8ettlnQ. 

(Photo by Loren MitchEm) 

local Govern·~~nts Take Part 
In MSD Reaional Housina Plan 

653-"1732 20 Centa 

purchase the private property 
surrounding the area. 

Of immediate concern to the 
Kellogg Lake Friends is the 
acquisitio:t of 11 separate proper­
ties along the southwestern edge 
of the lake. 

The assessed valuatiOn of those 
properties is $378,000. 

Kellogg Lake Friends Chairman 
Gene Lambird and Milwaukie 

. Councilwoman Anne Nickel ex­
.. pressed optimism that a portion of 

the acquisition costs might be 
available through various federal 
and state agencies . 

· 'Timo is very, very cJ;itical," 
Mrs. Nickel stated. 

''There are two commercial 
projects now in the planning 
stages that involve the property we 
want to acquire . 

"We don't have months to start 
this program. " 

Co-chairman Rebecca ·Sweet­
land proposed a plan to acquire the 

!iike land forpiiblic u86. Ake)"part -- .. 
of the proposal is to establish six 
committees to seek funding, to 
bring the project to the attention of 
the public, and1 to ultimately 
acquire the land. 

Mrs. Sweetland pointed out that 
the land in question i.e part of a 
100-year flood plain, and that some 
buildings clo!Je to the lake .have 
~dy euffered damate in ~t 
floode. - . 

Several of·those attending the 
gteetlng expressed conCEU'Jl about 
the quality of water in the lake, 
even"though the area is kllown to 
$lipport migrating birds and water· 
front wildlife. 

Kellogg Lake Is located on the 
southern of the City of 

lin Boulevard. 
If the Kellogg Lake Friends "re 

successful in bringing the lake into 
~he public domain, exie~lni 
l>ullillilgs on tna 11ou1h side oll.he -
lake wm rOJnAi.n. . 

The history of the DirkemtJier 
'ho1,1ee will be investigated and a 
log house on the Nutting property 
will be ueod for a Ienior citizen 
CM~ier. · 
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y's Only Independent Newspaper. 

JOn 653-1732 20 Cents 

ight. Carolval also included the u11ual games 
(Photo by Wayn':' Mortln) 

nk 

•modeling 
tmounted 

30,982 in 
mtry and 

ingtot.als 
trod with 
tforo nnd 

r spent 
•Uilding,. 
~lnl977, 

-ogriiJDin 
Oswego 

wed by 
costshlt 

- Peake Picked 
Loslle Peake o{ MllwuuJdc wnli 
named a member of th<' Rotary 
Jnternatlo011l leglslntivc commit-

on totals cteoonra!rcthn~oclub's · llnnual district 
v , last weekend · in -

in 1977 J'undleton. 

676,410; 
'4;. and 

/"'1""'1 .- ' ( 

-~-· _____ _. 

'lOO% Certain'. 
By GARY PAGE 

An application to modify the 
100-year flood-plain of Kellogg 
Cr<'Uk to allow uevelopm<>nt of 7. 76 
~;)crus has been denied by 
Clackamas County Hearings Off­
icer Ken St.ewRrt. 
· Stewart's 10-page decision on 
the mntter wns rE>ndercd Monday 
night by Richard Crisp. also 11 
ClackRmas County hearings offi 
cer. 

The decision closP.d on<' chupter 
in tho controversy over develop­
ment within the flood-plain and 
op<>n<>d a nt>w chapter in tlw 
continuing butUt•. 

Following tho decision . · J<'hn 
llendrirkson, an attorney for Uw 
applicont, said it was ''I 00 perct•nt 
c<>rl.ilin" that. ~ K.81.R l'lurnhing 
ConRI.ruct.ion Co: will file un 
appenl. 

'l'h<' d<'V<'Iopt•r has until Tuesdoy 
May 15 to iilt• nn nppt•ul with Uw 
llourd of Clnckamn~ County 
Commi~<siclnt>r~ for n rc•vil'w of llw 
dt'CiRion. 

IC'ms might be re)JE>8tl'd. if the 
development wa~ allowed lo 
proceed. 

"If W<' don't I< arr. frvm history. 
W<' learn nothing 111 nil ... he wroU>. 

He also cited tlw need 1.0 retam 
Kellol(g CrePk ns n preserve for 
wildlifC'. "' 

Many of th.~ :-.umc ur;.;umC'nts 
ha<! hl'"" ~ld' ancl'd by opponents 
of th,• phmnul subdi\l.c tOn in 
public te:;lll11t~ny 

Th<> drcisiol) w. ·nt against n 
county planning dt•partmcnt staff 
report· which lwd rccommt nd<'d 
appro\'al of th~> application. 

'We Wanna· 
Work,' Say 
Teenagers 

Onponents of the dt•veloprnt•nl nv t.t~~Lm NUDELMAN 
w!'t'<' hoppy wit h tlw.t,kl'i~ion, h111 l'lnt'~'llll'llts will ht'l!in JlCXl-
rc•t•ogni/.t'd it wus only n tpntutivt• 'l'lwsday tn mnh'h North Clnck­
vklnrv. untns nrc~n lt'f'IH\J~t~r~ lw·tWt-Pn 12 

i\ ~roup of r••sid<•nl>~ from till' nnd 1 r-. y1·nr~ 111d with Nnplnyt>rs 
l<l'llog~· C rPI'll arPa nwl imm,•di IH'Pdint~ '11111111\'t hl'lp. 
ntC'Iy a fte-r tlw dl'cisi()n to hegiu llt'"Jl'"'~-''' to 1 ht• ~chouls · 
plonning strnlt•gy for tlw uppt•nl prOh'TIIIU, cnllt·d "llin•- A-'I'N•n." 
pr<K't•ss. has hN·n "\'l•ry ~:c>lld ~o fnr . ·_· 

i\mnng tht• grnnp'~< t..pnt.nlivP llC('Ording to Mnrlt1 J(lrdnn. 011k 
option~ un•: <ln>vt•-Hivt•rsidt• urt•u t'OTilliiiiiHty 

• •ro Re<'k lt•gnlnrlvict• und help lChoul <'tll>rdinntnr. 
from 1.000 ~'riPncls of Ol'<'gOo or As a pub he :wn ir<·. 'l'lw New 
tho NorU11vcst Environlllentul Rtwit•w wtll pubh11h (r<'t' of charge 
Lt•u~~t~c. b,;u •. j.tTHU)I!\ whic'h . i•>h-s•·c•kinl{ 1\dhl ' • nll Nnrtt> 
c111Jmplon l''nvmmmolltnl caust.'!l, Clackamnli nrt•u tv .: .. ;:<'rw luoltitt)~ 
and for !;umnwr work. Th<• st•t·tlon in 

• To begin 11 nl.'w pf'titwn driv< tlw JWJ)I"r wi,ll be cnllt•d •·w ... 
for thE' benefit of the commisaictn- Wonnu Work. . . 
er& l~mpl oyntl'lll npp.hC'uhou forms 

' . f 
1 

,-art• avnilnhll' frum juttior hi11h nnll 
llt!t the mn~u ttOnct•rn o log<>r high 1whoul <'OUII:<<'Iors in tlw North 

Hohmw~, C~ll!rmun of th•• ~ro';IP · (,'ladtnmas Sdmnl DH;lrkt. 
was nuu_nl.llmmg an orgmuznt ron Appiknliuns mu11t bP r••lunwd 
fo~.thr ftght ulwnd. . ltlcn1m:wlor" nn lnlt•r than Mny 15. 

Wcntttlllttkl'lll{ood frght. hut J\rcurding 10 !\Is. Jor®n. 12· 
wC' h~vl' to 1.\'<'~, CII\IU~h pt-oplt• nnd 1;1 .v••nr-oldR rnn d o own· 
l'OII) IIlltLI'd l<l It, h<' Rl\ld, hliZIII'djlll ~ iYOrft lltlt'h tll! l)uhysi~· 

Tht• groupw11ll\loOt 11t 7:30p.m. lin~. unimnl-si tting, and yor.l· 
Mollclov, Moy 7. in lhe Vit•w ArrNI work. . 
S<·hool. librury. 4828 S. F.. View Fourt<·••n· nnd lfl·yl.•ar-old!> can 
Acr<'S Jld .. to plnn strut-t•gy. clo th•' scum• clwrl'H but muy ulso 
Stowa~t ~Ml<•d thrnugh ncurly work in t·t•lllilliusin••ss<•s including 

11inc hours of public t<•stimnny unci. grO<'t'(,V "lclrt•s. rl•,s~aurnnt.~ t\nd 
rNIIIls of submilt~>d docuntpnL'I in ofli<'<'S a_H "t•llml dt·l~vl!ry, k1ll'hen 
r·t:mdt•l'ing th<• d<•cision. nn<! llgrtt•uU_un• \\:(Irk. . 

In 1tonylng tho opplicntion. Safoty . OJ'I<'nlatro~ ses8toll8 for 
Stcwurt wrol<• that til(' "r<•qul'St slud<•nts mt<:rcslt•tlt!l (.~(' ~r~gn~m 
dOl•sn.'t m!'ct the spirit nf 7.0ning· "?ll bt• ht·~tlm tlw d1slnct_ H JUillor 
1 .. lugh 'lchool nnd Sl'SRtOnH on 
uws. . . omployNHlhlploye r relution~ will 

Ho also c1tod th<' drtlllll\ge and bo hold in the high schools in <.•arty 
st~ncling w~tt<>r _proh!ems of May. 
W1ldc;rnoss F.s~ws l rNudl'nts.. Community sl'11ool coordinators 

K&R Plumbmg wus tho devel - at Linwc1od and Onk Grow-River­
opclr of WlldornOI!S I ~~d. had sido t•I('Jnontury >~t·hools and (It 
plonn<ld an ~8-home su,bdlvlst~o lo Rowe 110d Mc-Loughlin Junior high 
be calll1d W1ldorneps ~.states ·I on schools will t.ak<• jub orders from 
the Oood-plairt land. employers (lnd mutC'n lbom with 

St(\WRTt h1ntod the so.mo prob- Rtudent nt>plicalions. 

• " 

' . 
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~0unty N'iXes Build~r-S 
·~Kellog.g Creek.· Plans 

ByHUBWALTER andGAI:.i PAGE 
~- Clackamas County C•lmmissioners 
--Monday denied the request of K&R 
Plumbing Construction CO. to modify 
the 100-year floodplain of Kellogg 
Creek to allow development. 

K&R had sought the modification so 
the firm could proceed with a planned 
18-home subdivision on 7.76 acres of 
land at Clackamas Avenue and' Stohler 

The coun~U h,lld little eholc6 but to 
. reduce the proposed nua.et lev.y after 
voters r~d!lct.ed .- l 4 .&0 .rate June 14 
and axed a $4.60 rat~·July 10. 

The • 4.26 rat.e l,'epresents $170,000 
in r eductiOI'I8 from -the $4.60 rate. 
. The meJor cutbaCks-ftre elbnl.natton 
of the nelghbor}l.QOd ~unci) coorditk\. 
tor and deputy clty attorney positions. 

The council coordinator pot!Uon was 
ellrnlnat.ed in the 14.30 budget, 
spurrlng th11 five neigh~othood 
councll11 to mot\n~ an active campaign 
to ge~. lt dofea~C)<.l. They ~uppotted Ute 
$4,60 rate; which would have rel.alned 
th_o .position. . . ·. 

Apparently the neighborhood couro­
ciJe will support the k.26 ratt~. 

The deputy city attorney poet Is 
funded by a grant _through September, 
but would have cost the city more than 
814,000 ln IJa~ry ne.xt yoat. 1nltead, 
th,e city will hlre a-partAiroo law clerk 
to work w.lth the City Attorney Myer 
Avedove¢h . · 

Road, neal' Johnson City. 
Commission.ors Stan Skoko and 

Ralph Grocnor sided against Commis­
sioner Robert Schumacher in uphold· 
ing denial of the application by county 

Beaverton Bound 
Jack Roeenbett, vfC6 presl~ent 
and oUlnager of First State Bank Ql 
Oreaon'• headquarte~t of.ftoe In 
Milwaukie, 11 ree(ptng to become 
prealdent and ~ger of Bea ver· 
ton Banld~a Co. P lant for 
eetabu.b.Jna tbo new ba:nlt are 
underway. 

Don Oblandor, finance director, 
ea.ld the impact of tho cute was 
leuened because of additional rev&­
nuee which have been indentlfied 
elnce , Juno and a 180,000 1alaty 
saVing• on 28 vacant potrltlone which 
have boon ftoz11n until • budg11t ia 
approved. 

With the frozen position •• Oblander B 0 a t. 'l 'A 'I s h a p 
said the city hat boon 9p6{&tina- a t.- a IV,\ 
18,150 rato el.noe ~nterlng the l1tW 
r•u July 1 without an • PPI'C"Jed K .11 bUdft•t. I S 
___ ?.~':.H1J,~ .... -!~ ~ · 

Hearings Of~icer Ken Stmvnrt. 
Stewart denied tho original request 

April 30 and K&It brought the matter 
before the commiSllionerll on appeal. 

"I have s~nt a lot of tlmt< on this 
molter and have decided to support 
the hearings of£icor's decision," said 
Skoko, who cost the dociding vote on 
tho mattor. • 

"But r also hnve regrets that I 
cannot overturn iV' h<> added. 

Skoko explained lator th11.t he was 
alluding to h.ls regrets over the death 
of "Bud" Rogers, owner of K&R 
Plu!'llbing Construction Co. Roger11 
died lMt week after eufferi.nlJ a heart 
attack. 

When Skoko oa.at U$ dedlelw v~ 
t.he audience of about 50 people, most 
wearing "S~vo Kellogg Wetlands" 
buttons, buret Into npplause. 

Reaide»t.a.Of tf1e n.rea had opposed 
tho dovolopment, charging it would 
pose a danger to wildlife and impede 
stream flow. 

Proponents of the development, to 
be called Wlldemeas Estate II, had 
denied it would have an adverse af!ect 
on t.he ~a. 
· J on l{endrlckson, attorMy for K&R, 

Q.id I~ would bo up to Roger$' widow 
Yih~>thor tho appeal would be carried to 
®utt In atl effort to ha,ve the 
commission '!I decision overturned. 

Heart Attack Fells 
K&R's Bud Rogers 
Ash.er Lee "Bud" Rogers. a 

prominent Clackamas bulldor who was 
Involved in a controversia,l plan to 
develop laud witbt.n.tho Kellogg Crook 
flood.pl'hln, died las~ week at hit home 
nftor suffering a heart attack. . 

Rogers, 61i, was the owner and 
operator of K&R Plumbing Construc-
tion Oo. · 

Roger• also owned Stearns Rock 
Cru~hil)g,ln~ .• and B. C. R. Tire Co., 
Jnc., both l<>4ated in Sherwood. 
Servic~ w'ere Monday, July 23, In 

Puah M moHal Chapel t.n MUwauk-lQ. 
($eo Q Jtuarloa, Page 4). 

''HowP.vl.'r, thi11 thlni~ jq not going to 
bl' turned loose,'' Hendrkkson vowE>..d . 

The attorney said it was obvious to 
him that neith~r Skoko nor liroener 
had rend the transcript or thl' case 
bcfom dt!cidfug on it. 

Six Nabbed 
In Great 
Boat Snatch 

Mllwaukil' pollee arreat.d six . _ 
J)"nwmi !abe ,..eotk aft..•t a te6,000 
speedboat was etolen from a Columbia 
Riv(lr m11rina 1\l\d wrockon four houra 
later in tho Willamotto River at 
Milwaukiu. 

'l'he nrrosts came aftor tho boat's 
ownor and an off-duty Multnomah 
County sheriff's doputy chased the 
stolon craft up the Wllllimette Rl.vor. 

Arre11tcd were Craig Bryant Ander­
son, 31, Eugen&i Erlc Nolson-J<Ight, 
19, Portland; Edward Gordon Wel!ter­
dahl, 18, Portland; and threl' 
l7-ycar-old Portland youths. 
Th~ three adults woro lodged In 

Clackamas County Jail on a charge of 
unauthorb.ed U!JO of 11 boat. Bail was 
aot 11$2,506 each for tho felony chargP. 
according to Milwaukie polico. 

The three juveniles wero released t.o 
the custody of their paronts shortly 
after tho Wednesday iLlcident, polko 
said. · 

Tho craft ran acrolll'l eomo rocks at 
J.o1Jk Rock 1Aland, brouking of£ both 
outdrlvas nnd scrnping up tho bottom. 

'l'he ownors and Pratt caught up 
with it as the boat wa' being towed to 
shore by another crnft at Milwaukie, 
whero Pratt boarded it and lllt\do the 
arrest.. 

Owners estimated damage t.o the 
craft at between 115,000 and •20,000. 

Pollee said two people were · 
probably responsible for tho tboft of 
tho boat ~nd that the other fQur 
paa11ensers boarded It at Kelly Po'\nt. 
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1'ttl Ct.Ati...UW COUNTY REVIEW '. '"" ................. .. 
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····. ~ -c:otri(ni$Sioners-qaes.tion-cOil; 
,._,~, -.~.,._,,,.;f:;:,.:""';41.~·;· ·- .. •) : c 

"-~'.:lhii'"Af1tftft.,' t. 
if'C;Btt~~tclft n~.-.··· county employees and ci 

...... Cf'Hk and about the lack of space ar 
tipeated them this county's f.,...fluna offices. 

study itself documented 
aboUt 40 people per day 
the WIOftl couttty offictt 
descrlbl!d hetwlf u a n 

~; tn Jlutttna the pro 
study before tfMt commiss~ 

Despite ..........,.,, anah 
the consultants work. theft 
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Kellogg Creek ·pollution stirs concerns -
~ftOMP-..1 tJ~totheproblet'n, Fl-tM~------H~ Ja~ ua~1t-,J0ntr-4lrrrrt··-~11 
quaUty.,thatsomeloc:airMtekmts ·rne: Ott that cofh!J(t$.on ti'w- the Kfii'Hota Laltf' n.-.tr <lownro"' ·~. 
J)jpe-waste water into the st~aro:. .. maU!' parlcint k>t.1 .ft9ft'l if;faiuna . Mdw.-uktE" t\ .t < .u.- m ~hu h 
hesatd . _ . <:;.l~~Jntobdf4UO~. mput-would bfr. u~ful rn thr gum t:,,!r. 

flynn ts also cone~ about lW M:id:--- · --- ------ · --· · hfll or df.onvlna ot tJ\~ 

the chemkats that people u,. ~ ·Durin, heavy tauu the w•te-r h.a:s he satd 
theif' i.wm He saki~~~& tawns stope no p!ace to ;o but to wuh across· ~ ~-~ nMd«d 
toward the stream ih fbe·area. and the pavement sWHpjna con· "The- water (m the- lake-) f<X,Ik-, 
many yards extend to the waters tamtnants toward rtven -and hke hot chocola.tt." ~ s~ud Hvrm 
edae. He added that durint wtnter stre.,.ns~ ; added that the lake was sdtma m 
rains, the fertilizers that .people The maUs and other businesses be<auw corntructJOf't WOf'ke-r~ atf' 
dump on their I#Wn$ wash in into ate requhd to have-traps to c•tch spray~n~ mud oH t,.._ stt~ts_ 4od m \OPI 
the creek. motor od. but Flynn Ykf· no 1..-s,. to kelloa Creek ~-

But polluUon from Jocal quirethebatinstobitcleane,d "We want to tnv•t«~ magOt m hr 
homeowners isonlypartof the pro- In order to adcJret.J tile com~ dustry to eoopetat• m Uw keU<>a .,; 
blem. A few yurs 110· diesel spill- iuue of potlutlon othe<r en• Creek cleatHJP," hauatd "We want 
ed into Keltou Creek and the v~-~t\lwfhadsoc-;.;· toMit-biacompaniH~roufet~tr 
salmon d~ after the me;.. c-...* he said. friends of fanno watef." . 
dent. flynncautionedthatthefuel~· creek,...tentssuch.,.eqmple. tf U. watei' quality can~ m· ttn. 
on spilt may beonlycoincidentaJ to ·'"They hive had some Input on per.. QtOYI!d. ttw state Department of t~ 
the decline in the fishwies. mKt that mltht affect land near ftsh and Wtldlife wilt http rtHtod~ 1t t' 

NMfbvlhoppincmaUsafJOcon- fannoCftlik,11 
• lhes~ With salmon, he wid. 1~·' 

r 
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wn1cn are func:leel uuou1h 
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-~ecraetitirr_· - -~qaes (Jj 
- 1Y ~ 0. •• . ·. past month there ~ve been thtee Of the tt 
. ... - ·. ~ possible . ~th-aUJed anOn n~ . that are still 

GLADSTONE - F~ Marshlfl in the caty and another situattOn took plac• 
Wavne Hauck is factna a problem that ·could have resulted an ct School, anc 
that may prove to be mo~e·difflcult · number of . students. betna badly dJ.e Schoof 
to solve than exp&.in. WJt.hin the burned. . . buraJary/ar: 

. Bu_ildiDis_ may Soon -.cover ;~ 
Mtlwauk1e nJ.tura.f zone . . . . _ :=:~ 

MILWAUKIE - The~ city' s · -cave Krogh . . asststant ·planner, . · 
natural te$0Ut~~ zone .atlhe wesL. said the..dtv.uam~ r.tfan ._.. 
stele of KeJiOa& Lake will be ao,t to hid · destanated thi~ cJtea around:. 

.··. fS tOWnflOijM$. . . . : ~ .. - . 
~~~k tftUmony feb. 26.~1 ·, . . Out~J the pubfk te~J:tmony, 

· . Mdw•uJc•c:.nw~ ~;.ty's.~ ... : ·.ter~-Splllman Htd b«ause the­
ln; Commis~ atant.ed developer : back.~ yards. of fhiie t'OwnhouUJ~ 
Cer&ld Encter. preliminary aP. "faced the· lake, the storm watet. 

. provai fot a ·ptanned develppment would' c.,.,Y COntaminants i MO me 
alona kelloa Lake The Cltv Coon- water. 
¢il wiU be chMied-with :arant1n& _ ~~ wtU·hav.e fertdizeon and in-

. final ~•1: . - ·· sectJCidH ~~~inifft.~~_.J.L..--1 
Befont ~al by the .council, she. said: .fhen in turn the· 

Enaler 'must receive the_._- comm~ ~itfMnetur,waU ~orne polluted~ · · 
slon', .~ ~i!'_J access Also· threaten-ed · ''~: the 
and $Cenie views as theY let~te to . bl.ckbenies ~ .around the~ 
the~. . . . ••• duatP,ovl&t. arurhabiiat fori, 

-= E...-.~ust~~ JIW'V~;ijji-,.~Oiidi .W, ~ 
_ffc~J!Ot'<_fet t>e.:•n~.m _ eat aftd ~ i~~~ lake's_~b.aJ 

.acce~•~t. l.'he c~imon ~t. SP.lii~Nn.said. -
-I p&aeiit ·dilfcOriCittion on the ~ ·. ~~~~,.., "i cammunity, we have a 
. pfteatloft. Met details wUI be~ ~lity- to P'Qtect the en-

4Kf tfil'outfi c tV"1'taff ;oanCI th'i'"'"v~t . . for ~aniiiii s Met 
Oreaon Departmenf of Tra~ crMtures that five t....nt SpillMan 
don... .saki . - Pl••n llle .... t _,_....._. ....... 

9 . -
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AGENCIES PONDER EFFECT OF DRAINING TINY KELLOGG LAKE  

The Oregonian - Wednesday, May 12, 1999  
Author: VINCE KOHLER  
Summary: The action follows extension by the federal government of protection to salmon and steelhead 
trout  
 
Fish and lakes go together, right?  
 
Think again -- and think big. Think draining Kellogg Lake.  
 
It could come true, under tough new federal environmental regulations protecting salmon and steelhead 
trout.  
 
Pulling the plug on the 12-acre, man-made lake on the southern edge of Milwaukie would restore an 
ancient salmon spawning ground. The idea of removing the dam under Southeast McLoughlin Boulevard 
that created the lake recently came up as the National Marine Fisheries Service sparred with Clackamas 
County, the Oregon Department of Transportation and other agencies about how to mitigate potential 
environmental effects of a freeway project about six miles east of the lake.  
 
The draining of Kellogg Lake might never happen. But the proposal provides the first inkling of the 
radical effect that protecting steelhead and salmon promises to have on the region's way of life.  
 
"The idea of removing the lake came up independently from several agencies," said Jim Turner of the 
National Marine Fisheries Service. "The act is simple, but the implications are a little more complicated.  
 
"People around the lake view it as an amenity. . . . It's absolutely worthy of more discussion. There's no 
such thing as a simple answer here."  
 
Kellogg Lake is a man-made finger of water about two-thirds of a mile long, running down the east side 
of Southeast McLoughlin Boulevard or Oregon 99E. The lake is about 330 feet wide at its widest, 
narrowing to about 45 feet.  
 
Creek dammed in 1930s  
 
The lake in its current form has been part of Milwaukie's ambience since the 1930s, when the Oregon 
Department of Transportation dammed Kellogg Creek in the process of building the state highway. The 
dam and a badly functioning fish ladder corking the creek are an integral part of the highway's structure.  
 
Before that, the lake consisted of a smaller man-made mill pond dating from the mid-1800s, according to 
Jeff Kaiser, projects manager for the state transportation department's Portland office. The mill pond first 
served as a flour mill, then a sawmill.  
 
Before people intervened, the area was a network of streams and wetlands where salmon and steelhead 
spawned. Now the lake is the home of nonnative, warm-water fish such as bass, which dine on the few 
salmon hardy enough to make it up the fish ladder.  
 
Kaiser said his agency would underwrite a study by Clackamas County to see whether it is prudent to 
remove the dam. If it isn't, the county and the transportation department might upgrade the fish ladder so 
that it's more effective.  
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Development has sprung up along the lake, including vintage houses and newer apartments. Residents 
uneasily contemplate change.  
 
"I'm not sure what I think of the idea," said Monroe Sweetland, 89, a former legislator whose family has 
lived beside the lake for years. "I'm not sure I'd fight it if I knew all the facts. But I'd sure miss the lake. 
It's my Walden."  
 
Regulation expensive and painful  
 
The screws tightened in March, when the National Marine Fisheries Service extended federal protection 
to salmon and steelhead trout in all primary rivers of the Northwest. Anything that degrades the quality of 
rivers and streams used by protected salmon or steelhead will become subject to regulation -- and that 
could be expensive and painful.  
 
Draining Kellogg Lake would compensate for environmental effects of the multimillion-dollar 
Sunnybrook interchange project on Interstate 205 near Clackamas Town Center. The Fisheries Service 
said that draining the lake would mitigate potential effects on Mount Scott Creek, which is close to the 
freeway project and part of the protected Clackamas River watershed.  
 
"Sunnybrook is within 300 feet of Mount Scott Creek, so they want us to mitigate the impact for the 
whole footprint," said Steve Maltby of the Clackamas County Development Agency.  
 
"This is the first really big project in this region that's encountered this problem. We're breaking into new 
territory. All the agencies are trying to feel their way through this maze. It's been difficult. And time-
consuming. And expensive. Until we have a permit in hand, we may not know what the costs are.  
 
"We could be facing much more in the future. The running joke is that Lake Oswego is next -- and you 
know that's not going to happen in our lifetime."  
 
The fate of about 15 cedars just east of the Southeast 97th Avenue intersection adjacent to Mount Scott 
Creek was the tripwire issue, said Clackamas County Commissioner Michael Jordan.  
 
Fish habitat at core of concern "We want to cut 15 trees, and they want to drain Kellogg Lake," Jordan 
said. "It's a good example of the kinds of impacts we're going to face. Once these (federal) guys decide 
there's been a 'taking' that affects fish habitat, they can make you do anything. They don't have to worry 
about the money."  
 
John Marshall of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said the county, state and federal government all 
would have to sign off on draining the lake, under an informal agreement brokered by the office of Rep. 
Darlene Hooley, D-Ore.  
 
"We never got to the point of saying, 'If you don't do that, you can't have your highway project,' " said 
Marshall, a fish and wildlife biologist. "But we'll genuinely look at it. It would happen under a thoroughly 
scrutinized public process. Right now, it's just an idea.  
 
"One of the things you'd need before you could start talking about it is money -- but it is a highly likely 
candidate for qualifying for restoration money."  
 
Draining Kellogg Lake would be followed by restoration of wetlands and riparian areas. That would 
include re-establishing the stream in its historic channel; planting willows, cottonwoods and other native 
species; and enhancing wetlands vegetation.  
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Marshall said that could cost as much as $1 million and would require years.  
 
"It will take as long to get us back to something workable as it took to get us where we are now," 
Marshall said. "It just depends on how much importance as a society we give to this. And that is a pretty 
lake. People like that kind of view from their home."  
 
Control worries city, residents  
 
Milwaukie officials and members of the city's neighborhood associations are worried about just how 
much control they'll have over the issue. The city owns the lake, but the state owns the critical dam under 
the highway, said Martha Bennett, assistant city administrator for public works and planning.  
 
Draining the lake would have a profound effect for Milwaukie's hopes of developing its downtown 
waterfront, not to mention area flood control, Bennett said.  
 
"If (draining) has a significant fish impact, there's an advantage," she said. "But the lake has historical 
value, and there's public concern. And what we'd find if the lake were drained, nobody knows. There'd be 
more public open space if the lake were drained. But this would need to be a community decision.  
 
"Nobody really knows the magnitude of the listing at this point, the range of things that could happen. We 
don't have any clue about how real this is. But obviously it needs to be discussed."  
 
Ed Zumwalt of the Historic Milwaukie Neighborhood Association thinks draining Kellogg Lake is 
unlikely.  
 
"The consensus is that people would hate to see this happen," he said. Zumwalt speaks of boyhood 
memories of catching three steelhead a day at Nehalem in the early 1940s.  
 
"There's a lot of history on this lake. They might save some fish, but probably they would cause more 
environmental problems -- there used to be a landfill in there of some kind. They might stir up some stuff 
that should be left unstirred. Like everything dealing with the environment, we're only 60 or 70 years 
late."  
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EXPERTS WADE INTO CREEKS FOR FISH IDEAS 

The Oregonian - Wednesday, March 1, 2000  
Author: JOSEPH ROSE  
Summary: The possibility of removing the Kellogg Lake dam in Milwaukie is controversial in an effort 
to save salmon  
 
As salmon habitat studies go, it's nothing major. But a $75,000 search-and-inventory project planned for 
Kellogg and Mount Scott creeks could be the Portland suburbs' most debated fish-saving initiative this 
year.  
 
In the next six months, biologists and engineers will wade through the creeks and their tributaries, looking 
for ways to improve passage for threatened salmon that spawn in the watershed.  
 
In the end, the study could call for improvements ranging from repairing a fish ladder to the government 
acquiring private water rights to pulling the plug on Kellogg Lake in Milwaukie.  
 
Clackamas County commissioners gave the go-ahead to the project Tuesday.  
 
"We're looking for what works and what doesn't work from the viewpoint of the fish," said Ela Whelan of 
Clackamas County Water Environment Services. "We're looking for any barriers."  
 
Debate over removing the Kellogg Lake dam under Southeast McLoughlin Boulevard means the study 
will attract more than the typical attention, Whelan said.  
 
A series of public hearings, scheduled to start within six weeks, is part of the process. No dates have been 
set.  
 
Last year federal environmental officials suggested draining the 12-acre, man-made lake on the southern 
edge of Milwaukie to restore an ancient salmon spawning ground. The lake is also home to non-native 
fish such as the northern pike minnow, which prey upon small salmonids.  
 
The finger of water is also part of the town's character. Houses, apartments and other development have 
sprung up around the shallow lake. Residents aren't expected to give up their lake without a fight.  
 
"It's the biggest issue surrounding" the study, Whelan said. "But there's no guarantee this study will say 
yes or no to removing the lake."  
 
If for no other reason, John Nagy of Water Environment Services said the people should know why 
strangers are snooping around the creek behind their property.  
 
The Kellogg-Mount Scott watershed stretches from the Willamette River at Milwaukie to Happy Valley. 
Conducting a fish passage study will help state and county transportation officials find ways to mitigate 
potential environmental damage of the multimillion-dollar Sunnybrook interchange project on Interstate 
205.  
 
With the Oregon Department of Transportation and the county splitting the cost, a private engineering 
firm will do the field work and cull data from previous studies before making the final recommendations.  
 
Nagy said the study is wide open.  
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Culvert enhancement could be on the list. A small earthen dam that diverts storm water from subdivisions 
off Southeast 129th Avenue might have to go. Private water rights, typically used for watering lawns, will 
be reviewed.  
 
The adequacy of a fish ladder at the Willamette River is under debate. And because salmon need gravel, 
property owners might be ordered to remove concrete stream beds built to keep the water from changing 
course.  
 
"There might be good habitat upstream, but we want to make sure the fish can access it," Nagy said.  
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MILWAUKIE ASKS FEDERAL STUDY ON KELLOGG LAKE DAM REMOVAL  
 
The Oregonian - Thursday, February 7, 2002  
COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT  
Summary: Milwaukie asks federal study on Kellogg Lake dam removal  
 
MILWAUKIE -- City officials are asking the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to study the possibility of 
removing Kellogg Lake dam and restoring the Kellogg Creek stream channel and fish habitat.  
 
JoAnn Herrigel, Milwaukie's program services coordinator, said the corps offered to conduct the study 
free upon the formal written request of City Manager Mike Swanson. He signed a letter requesting the 
study Monday.  
 
The idea of removing the dam and draining the 12-acre lake surfaced three years ago. Clackamas County, 
federal and state agencies were looking for a way to compensate for potential adverse effects that the 
Sunnybrook Boulevard interchange, then under construction six miles to the east of Kellogg Lake , might 
have on Mount Scott Creek and its fish habitat. In March 1999, new federal environmental regulations 
extended protection to salmon and steelhead trout in all primary rivers in the Northwest, including the 
Clackamas River. Mount Scott Creek, which lies within 300 feet of the Sunnybrook interchange, is part of 
the protected Clackamas River watershed. The corps' 15-month study will determine whether tearing 
down the dam that created Kellogg Lake nearly 70 years ago would help restore coho salmon, steelhead 
and cutthroat trout populations in Kellogg Creek. The corps also will determine the costs of restoring the 
stream channel and possible financing options. Although the city is not obligated to pay any of the study 
costs, Herrigel said the city would be required to pay 35 percent of any restoration project it entered into 
with the corps. But the City Council has the option of deciding whether it wants to proceed with 
restoration once the study is completed.  
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AT 100, MILWAUKIE SHARES MEMORIES 

The Oregonian - Wednesday, October 15, 2003  
Author: DENNIS MCCARTHY  
Summary: Nostalgic talks, tours past historic homes play a part in a yearlong celebration  
Enid Briggs and Betty Farr have amassed more than 150 years of memories of Milwaukie, most of them 
good ones about growing up in a small, friendly town that reached out to people in need.  
 
"Sharing Milwaukie Memories," sponsored by the Milwaukie Historical Society, is part of the city's 
yearlong Milwaukie Centennial Celebration.  
 
The next weekend, former City Councilor Mary King is coordinating a free walking tour past some of the 
city's historic homes in the Ardenwald neighborhood. The two-hour tour will start at Ardenwald Park on 
Southeast Roswell Street at 10 a.m. Oct. 25 and 26.  
 
Briggs, 78, is a granddaughter of Fred Birkemeier, an early Milwaukie carpenter and contractor who built 
the first Milwaukie Evangelical Church in the 1920s and several Milwaukie homes. The church was torn 
down, but the 124-year-old family home Birkemeier built in 1879 still stands -- about 200 feet east of its 
original site.  
 
The house, which later would become the home of retired Oregon legislator Monroe Sweetland, was 
moved twice, first to make way for a Portland Traction Co. streetcar line and later for construction of 
Oregon 99E. It now sits on the banks of Kellogg Lake .  
 
"I remember ice-skating on Kellogg Lake when the lake froze over," Briggs said. She also recalls 
walking in Milwaukie Junior High School's annual "dress-up" parade down Main Street, dressed as Heidi, 
with one of her family's goats in about 1937.  
 
Like Briggs, Farr, 76, has fond memories of her childhood, such as the day she roller-skated down Main 
Street and right through the open front doors of the former Perry's Pharmacy at Main and Monroe streets.  
 
She also remembers when Crystal Lake Park off Harrison Street was a popular amusement park. As a girl, 
she sat on the porch with her parents, watching families arriving by streetcar from Portland and Oregon 
City for a day of fun and leisure at Crystal Lake.  
 
The daughter of the late Bill Roberts, a Milwaukie barber for 40 years, Farr remembers her father cutting 
hair eight to 10 hours a day, coming home for dinner, then going out to cut hair and shave men who 
couldn't come into his downtown barber shop or who were laid up in the hospital. Farr said they would 
pay him with fresh vegetables from their gardens or an occasional chicken.  
 
Farr also recalls her mother occasionally would feed hobos who established camps along the railroad 
tracks near her family's Harrison Street home. Homeless people would slip into neighbors' unlocked 
basements on cold winter nights to sleep, then pack up their gear the next morning and leave, without 
stealing any valuables.  
 
"It wasn't like it is today; everybody cared about everybody else," Farr said. "A lot of neighbors didn't 
lock their doors at night because they had no fear of people."  
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MILWAUKIE WANTS TO BUY LAND UNDER KELLOGG LAKE FOR BUFFER  

The Oregonian - Wednesday, August 31, 2005  
Author: DENNIS McCARTHY 
Summary: The City Council will consider acquiring the five acres for vegetation if the site is drained and 
restored 
 
City officials want to buy land at the bottom of Kellogg Lake.  
 
The five-acre tract is currently worthless. But if the lake is drained and restored as a natural-flowing 
stream, the city would use the land as a vegetated buffer.  
 
The city has been working with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to study ways of improving fish 
passage to Kellogg Creek, said JoAnn Herrigel, Milwaukie's community services director. She said the 
corps hopes to have its study and recommendations done by early next year.  
 
Herrigel said the city probably owns about half of the property under the 12-acre lake, which was created 
in the 1930s when the Oregon Department of Transportation dammed Kellogg Creek while building 
Oregon 99E (Southeast McLoughlin Boulevard).  
 
Before the dam was built, the area had a network of streams and wetlands where salmon and steelhead 
spawned. Warm-water fish have taken over much of the habitat.  
 
The Kellogg Lake parcel came into county ownership through tax foreclosure, said Linda Carpenter, 
Clackamas County property agent. The county has a policy of offering surplus property to its departments 
or other interested governmental agencies before they go on the auction block. Carpenter said the next 
auction will be held March 14.  
 
The submerged parcel is located near the northern third of the lake, north and east of the two-acre parcel 
the city hopes eventually will become its new transit center.  
 
Herrigel said the county knew of Milwaukie's interest in creating a buffer for possible restoration of 
Kellogg Creek. She estimates the cost to the city to acquire the parcel would be less than $5,000, 
including the unpaid taxes and about $2,700 in administrative costs.  
 
On Tuesday, the City Council will consider authorizing City Manager Mike Swanson to negotiate the 
deal. The council meets at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 10722 S.E. Main St.  
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DEED COMPLICATES MILWAUKIE’S PLANS FOR KELLOGG LAKE  

The Oregonian - Thursday, November 10, 2005  
Author: DENNIS McCARTHY 
Summary: Kellogg Lake Officials are having second thoughts about siting a transit center on land that 
was donated to the city  
 
MILWAUKIE -- City councilors' decision last week to designate 5 acres along Kellogg Lake as a park 
honoring the late Robert Kronberg may have kept a promise, but questions remained about whether the 
site could still be developed as a transit center for buses and future light rail.  
 
Mayor Jim Bernard and the council met in special session Tuesday to discuss how the lakeside property 
might be used in light of the park designation.  
 
A recently uncovered 14-year-old deed of sale agreement between the city and former property owners 
Norman and Dena Swanson caught city councilors by surprise.  
 
As part of the agreement signed in December 1991, the City Council agreed to pay the Swansons $38,000 
for their property and allow the couple to claim a $44,000 tax deduction for donating part of the property 
to the city for a park. One stipulation required the city to name the park in honor of Dena Swanson's first 
husband, Robert Kronberg, a longtime Milwaukie businessman.  
 
Former City Manager Dan Bartlett, now city manager of Astoria, said council members chose not to name 
the property Kronberg Park at that time, saying they would wait until the site was developed to park 
standards.  
 
However, it was designated Kellogg Lake Park in 1992 when the city turned over operation and 
maintenance of city parks to the North Clackamas Parks & Recreation District.  
 
Dena Swanson, who now lives in Portland, said she called Bernard about a month ago after reading an 
article in The Oregonian about the city's plans to place a transit center and possibly a future light rail-
station on her old property.  
 
She asked what had become of the deed of sale and the city's agreement to create a park honoring her late 
husband.  
 
Bernard said he was shocked to learn about the deed of sale and Bartlett's letter outlining terms of the 
agreement. A search of old city files turned up the documents.  
 
After a long and contentious public hearing, the council agreed last week that it had a moral obligation to 
grant Dena Swanson's wishes to adopt the Kronberg name. No decision was made at that time on whether 
to pursue development of a transit center at the site.  
 
Checking on intentions  
 
While some on the council contended the deed doesn't restrict uses for the property, Councilor Susan 
Stone argued Dena Swanson's intentions were clear: She and her second husband, Norman, now 
deceased, wanted to donate the property for a park in Kronberg's memory.  
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Stone, who has opposed siting the transit center at Kellogg Lake , pressed the council for a commitment 
on how the property would be used. Bernard said the council would discuss that issue at its next meeting.  
 
Swanson, who initially expressed reservations about a transit center on her former property, now says she 
doesn't have objections to the city locating such a facility at Kellogg Lake as long as it's tied into the 
park.  
 
Swanson, in a phone call from her winter home in Palm Desert, Calif., said she's received several calls 
from proponents and opponents of the Kellogg Lake transit center since news of the deed became public 
Nov. 1, including one from former Mayor Carolyn Tomei asking Swanson to fax her a letter saying she 
doesn't object to a transit center on the property.  
 
Tomei said she asked Swanson to fax her the letter of support, but denied she put any pressure on the 
former landowner.  
 
During the council discussion Nov. 1, Stone said she thought it was improper and unethical for 
Milwaukie residents or city officials to exert pressure on Swanson to change her mind or to convince her 
of the importance of the transit center at Kellogg Lake .  
 
Partly in response to Stone's comments, the council later voted 3-2 to direct City Manager Mike Swanson, 
no relation, to have no further contact with Dena Swanson.  
 
Long road to transit  
 
The process of selecting a transit center site in the city has been long and often controversial. TriMet 
officials could not be reached for comment on the current situation.  
 
TriMet ruled out the old Safeway store property at the corner of Southeast Main and Harrison streets as a 
future transit center site in 2000 after several residents and nearby businesses raised issues of noise and 
air pollution.  
 
The former Southgate Theater site on north Main Street and Milport Road then was proposed as a transit 
site. That plan ran into major opposition from industrial leaders and manufacturers who complained that 
commuters riding a light-rail line or using transit facilities on the site would tie up their transport carriers, 
create major traffic jams at the corner of Main and Milport, and potentially eliminate several 
manufacturing and industrial jobs.  
 
Although the City Council chose the Southgate site as its preferred alternative for light rail and a transit 
center, TriMet in 2003 formed a 36-member group of businesspeople, residents, school leaders, 
transportation experts and local officials to look at alternatives.  
 
The group spent more than six months debating eight potential sites before Carlotta Collette, then 
president of the Ardenwald-Johnson Creek Neighborhood Association, suggested the city-owned property 
on the west bank of Kellogg Lake . Lakeside homeowners and dozens of other Milwaukie residents 
objected.  
 
After several stormy Planning Commission and City Council hearings, councilors voted in June 2004 to 
recommend the west Kellogg Lake site to Metro's South Corridor Policy Committee.  
 
That committee will recommend to the Metro Council which site should be developed and funded.  
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RAW SEWAGE SPILLED INTO KELLOGG LAKE 
 
The Oregonian - Thursday, August 28, 2008  
Author: PETER ZUCKERMANN 
 
Between 6,000 and 11,000 gallons of raw sewage spilled into Kellogg Lake earlier this month when a 
manhole overflowed.  
 
Clackamas County emergency services dispatchers received a call from a road worker at 10:45 a.m. Aug. 
16 about the overflowing manhole near Southeast McLoughlin Boulevard and Southeast Silver Springs 
Road, according to the Oak Lodge Sanitary District.  
 
Crews found a large piece of concrete blocking the sewage line. They don't know how the concrete got 
there but suspect it came from construction work that Oregon Department of Transportation workers were 
doing to resurface McLoughlin.  
 
Sanitary district crews got the system fixed by about 1 p.m.  
 
The spilled sewage drained into a storm-water line that leads to Kellogg Lake .  
 
District staff flushed McLoughlin Boulevard and the storm-water line with water. A sign warning of a 
sanitary sewer overflow was placed in Dogwood Park. It has since been removed.  
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LOOKING FOR SOME HELP ON KELLOGG LAKE PROJECT 
 
The Oregonian - Thursday, February 12, 2009  
Author: JONATHAN NELSON 
Summary: City leaders hope for federal stimulus funds to take out dam, improve public access 
 
Milwaukie city leaders hope a new president means new dollars are available to make Kellogg Lake 
more fish friendly and a waterfront park easier for pedestrians to reach.  
 
A coalition of city, regional and federal agencies wants to remove the Kellogg Lake Dam, replace the 
bridge that crosses the creek and McLoughlin Boulevard and rebuild the creek bed.  
 
The two-year project is estimated to cost $10 million, with construction slated to begin in 2011. The city 
hopes to gain funding by tapping into President Barack Obama's stimulus package, said Kenny Asher, the 
city's director of Community Development and Public Works.  
 
"It's an underperforming asset for Milwaukie," Asher said.  
 
The downtown lake used to be a rest stop for spring chinook, steelhead, coho and other fish species 
seeking refuge when the Willamette River was running too deep or strong.  
 
However, fish need almost perfect conditions to get over the existing dam via an aged fish ladder. In 
addition, the water is too shallow, too warm and contaminated. The oxygen level is low and there is little 
cover to escape predators.  
 
Removing the dam and replacing the bridge that crosses the mouth of the lake at McLoughlin Boulevard 
also gives the city a solution to another long-standing dilemma: how to move people from downtown to 
the waterfront park without crossing the busy road.  
 
The lake runs parallel to McLoughlin on the south end of downtown, where city leaders are developing a 
plan for a public plaza and light-rail station. Asher said the plaza would give public access to the 
refurbished lake.  
 
By including a pedestrian underpass in the design of the new bridge, Asher said the lake project could tie 
the redeveloped downtown to its waterfront park, which is also scheduled for a major makeover.  
 
Federal agencies and the city have committed $1.3 million for bridge design and studies of the biological 
and transportation benefits of the work.  
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ATTACHMENT 5 

 
Key elements of Kellogg for Coho Project’s History  
 

• In 2001, the firm Montgomery Watson Harza published “A Watershed 
Assessment of Kellogg and Mt. Scott Creeks” (the “Harza” study). The 
study was sponsored by WES and guided by an inter-agency advisory 
team. The assessment concluded “any attempt to restore the watershed’s 
value to anadromous fish must begin” by addressing the Kellogg Lake 
dam. 

• In 2002, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) initiated a feasibility 
study of dam removal under “Section 206.” Several meetings of neighbors 
and interested individuals were held during the course of this study. 

• In 2006, USACE turned over key findings of the study to City of Milwaukie 
staff and informed City that project did not appear likely to move forward to 
design and construction under Section 206 due to funding limitations. A 
new round of outreach began, including a work session discussion with 
City Council, one-on-one meetings with neighbors, public meetings, and a 
site visit to a restored riparian area on Johnson Creek. 

• In early 2007, the City received a contribution of $1.055 million in 
regionally-allocated “flexible funds” (referred to as “MTIP” funds) to plan 
and design a project to improve fish passage, restore the habitat of the 
existing lakebed, and improve bike and pedestrian mobility at the bridge. 
The City committed to providing a local match of 10.27% of this allocation.  

• In late 2008, the City was awarded $45,000 from the American 
Rivers/NOAA Community Based Restoration Program Partnership to 
contribute to fish habitat design and hydraulic fish passage modeling work. 
Council authorized the receipt of those funds in January 2010.   

• In early 2009, staff prepared a detailed application for federal stimulus 
funding to design and construct the entire project. Though the application 
was unsuccessful, the project’s Technical Advisory Committee, broader 
stakeholder group, and lake neighbors achieved a higher level of 
understanding and communication about the complex details and likely 
outcomes of the project.  

• Since early 2009, staff convened and have been providing support to a 
group of concerned citizens that have come together to advocate for the 
improved health of the highly urbanized rivers and streams within North 
Clackamas County, including Kellogg Creek. This group was formally 
recognized by the Clackamas County Board of Commissioners in June of 
2009 as the North Clackamas Urban Watersheds Council. 
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